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ttsefiil knowledge. As they surpass others fn power and 
elevation, so ought they, he says, to be pre-eminent in 
wisdom and virtue^” 


These letters are full of many fine and instructive 
passages from well-known Persian poets and thus afford 
a proof of Aurungzebe’s Persian scholarship. “He 
(Auruugzebe) also discountenanced poets, who used to be 
honoured and pensioned, and abolished the office and 
salary of royal poet. It is even distinctly related that he 
prohibited the composition and 'recitation of poetry; but 
this extreme austerity must have been of very short 
duration, for his own notes and letters are filled with 
poetical quotations, and sometimes with extemporary 
verses made by himself®.” “ He (Aurungzebe) is a very 
elegant writer in prose, and has acquired proficiency in 
versification, but he abstains from practising it®.” Many 
Koranic verses are found in these letters. This proves that 
he was well versed in the Koran which he had learnt by 
heart. These letters were not meant for a literary purpose. 
As the language is from a royal pen, the style of the 
letters is generally polite. But at the same time, it is 
sweet and simple and sometimes figurative. Again, a 
large meaning is conveyed by a short sentence. Sometimes 
the language is Indianised and many Indian words occur 
in the epistles. The style is generally admirable. 


“ His (Atjrungzebe’s) prohibition o?*history was more 
permanent; he not only discontinued the regular annals 
of tie empire, which had before been kept by a royal 
hlstoriog^'apher, but so effectually put a stop to all record, 

Gi his 'transactions that from the eleventh year of his r^ij^f '' * ' 
,!the; course of events can only be traced through the 

^^sittess wd of holes. tafcep„,cl8nd§stlii^.b£^ 



Alamgif ( itie Conqueror of the World ) was a title 
conferred on Aurungzebe ( the Ornament of the Throne) 
by his father Shah Jehan in order to pacify him when 
he made head against him during his dangerous illness. 
1657. When Aurungzebe ascended the throne he assumed 
this title and styled himself as Alamgir (the First). 
Aurungzebe is generally known by this name among his 
co-religionists. It is not necessary to give here a life of 
Aurungzebe as it can be read in any ordinary Indian 
history. 

The following books have been con.suItcd : 

1. The History of India as told by Its Own 
Historians, Vol. VII, by Sir H. Elliot. 

!i. The History of India, by Elphinstone. 

History of The Mahrattas, by Grant Duff. 

4. Aurungzebe, Rulers of India Series, by Dane Pool, 

5. Travels in the Mogul Empire, by Bernier. 

C. Ain-i-Akbari, by Abtll Fazl. 

7. Mdntakhab-nl-Dubdb, by Muhammad Hdshim 
Khdfi Rhdn. 

B. Ma’asiri Alamgirl, by Muhammad Sdqui Mdsta’idd 
Khdn, 

J. H. BIUMORIA. 

AcaiMlI StBBEt, BtLIMQSA. 
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AURUNGZEBE’S LETTERS. 



INTRODUCTION.** 

In the name oj God llie Mcrdjiil^ Llic Clement. 

After praising- the King (God) whose kingdom is 
immune from decline and fall and then praising the Refuge 
of the World (Mahomet, the prophet of the moslems), the 
ring of whose servitude adorns the ears of all world- 
conquering, throne-adorning and auspicious kings, it is not 
hidden from the bright minds of appreciative wise men and 
intelligent eloquent persons that in this work entitled 
Ruka’At-I-Alamgiri” (Aurungxebe’s Letters) otherwise 
styled ‘‘ Kalimatd-Taiyiblt” (the Excellent Words), com- 
prising the blessed letters of the just king Abul MfizaHar 
Mtihudin Mahapmad Aurung Bahadur, the emperor of 
India-may God sanctify his tomb-'*, the words “the eldest son 
of sovereignty’* (the heir-apparent) and *‘tlie happy son'* 
stand for the eldest prince sultan Mahammad Mtlazzam, 
otherwise known fS Sluih Alam Bahadhr,*' and in some 
letters the words “ the happy son*' are also applicable to 
sultan Mahammad A’azam Sluih Bahadur. The words ** the 

I, Tliis introductiun ib tkc peu of the Porstan compiler lo/iyat 

Allah Khan* * 

• 

J!. The*Peniiam ^ciicrally cotnmcnce ihcu* %\orlvs with eulogies ol 
God and their prophet. 

5. Muamm was not the eldest b«t thr second huu- Sultau Mahammad 
Bahadur wa& the eldest son hut ho died In prison (1676) before these 
letters we^u written* , ^sMahammud Bahudur xwih tiot hvtuj^ the tim^, 
Mwamm m naturally addressed ab theeldcbt bon in these letterfit*, CU 
LetipXa' ' ' ' ' 



unfriendly brother” are applied to Diira Shekuh, the eldest 
brother of His Majesty (Aurungzebe). The words ‘‘ the 
dear grandson” and ‘‘the brave grandson” ai^e (respectively) 
applicable to Mahammad Ma’az-ijd-Din Baluidur, the eldest 
son of Shall Xlam Bahadur and to Mahammad Bldar 
Bakhta Baba-diir, the eldest son of Sultan Mahammad 
A’azam Shah Bahadur. The words “ the grandson of high 
dignity” refer to Mahammad Azim-ud-Din Bahadur, the 
second son of Shah Alam Bahadur. The words “the pillar 
of the kingdom”, “the centre of affairs” and “that 
sacrihee” are applied to Asad KhAn, who ,after the 
death of Sha5^asta Khan was made Ameer- ul-Umara"^ (the 
Grandee of the Grandees) of the court. The words “KhAn 
Firuz Jang” (Victorious Khan) refer to Ghazi-iid-Din Khan 
Bahddar Firilz Jang. The words “Nasrat Jang” (victorious 
in battle) mean Zul Fikar Khan Bahadur Nasrat Jang* 
The words “ Mirza Bakhashi” (the grandee, the pay- 
master) stand for Mirzd Sadr-lid-Din Mahammad Kbdn 
Safavi. The words “ meer atesli” (the master of oi:dnance) 
are applicable to Tarbiat Khan. By the word “Hamid” 
(the praiseworthy) is meant Hamid-iQd-Dm Khan Bahadur. 

j, Sluiyasta Kh/m, Aurung^cbe’s maternal unde, died in 1(594. Ahixd 
Khan was not, immedialelj after his death, hfn'oured with this title of 
‘ Ameer-uUUmara, but later uti, I, c., in 170.5. ^‘Thi title Amem-.ul-.Umar.i, 
which hoitt its meanm^i would seem to be api»IjuibIo to one at a time, 
seems to have been held (m Akb.u’s time) hy scvef?d persons simultaneously 
In thcIVuibh.Ui Ndmeh, hcnve^ei, the use of the lillc of Ameer-uhUmard 
is rebtriclcd to the hrht li\MijL( grandee Ah J^Iardan Khan.” It Is said hv. 
Beaiier to be ‘<thc Hrst and most honourable title of Ilindestan” (if* 
Let. XCL 





Letters addressed to Sultan Mahammad Muazzam, 

Shah Alam Bahadur, the Crown Prince.i 

LETTER L 

Eldest son of sovereignty, happy son, Mahammad 
Muazzam, may God protect and save you. His Majesty, 
having Ws abode in paradise (Sliflh JehAn, Aurungzebe’s 
father), had a great desire to conquer the provinces of 
Balkh, Badakhshun, KhorasAn, and Hirat which were the 
ancient possessions of our ancestors.*-^. He often sent there 
the royal forces under the command of Mtinld Bakhsha.^ 

I. Aurimg^ebe’s second son, born in 16.^3, of a Rajput princess. He 
was sent by his father against Shivaji in order to arresf him, but was after- 
wards recalled* Then he was appointed governor of the Dcccau* 1667. In 
1686 he took Haidcrabad. Afterwards he marched against (tolconda, but 
he made a convention with the king, Abul Hasan, and communicated with 
him* AurungJiebe was displeased with him on this account and imprisoned 
him, 168H ; but released him five years later* Tn T700 ho was appointed 
governor of Cabal. Ho was an obedient son and was generous and kind. 
Most of the seven letters addressed to this* prince seem to have been written 
between 1700 and 1707 when he was viceroy of Cabul* In 1684 he was 
honoured with the title of Shah Alam Bahadur. After the death of his 
lather he ascended the throne under the name of Bahadur Shah (the First) 
in 1707 and ruled for. five years. Ho was a wise and able ruler. Had he 
lived longer his reign would have been accounted prosperous and illustrious. 
During his rule the Sikhs were subjected to much persecution. It was also 
in his reign that Nij!am’*ul-Mulk, the founder of the dynasty of the Nisams 
of the Deccan, and Sii’adal AH /Chan, the ancestor of the nabobs of Oude, 
came into prominence* died in 1713. 

3* Provinces in Persia and Afghanistan conquered by Timur and 
BabaT* Balkh was the cradle of the ^<oroastnan religion and a great capital 
of some of the ancient Persian kings- Badakhshan is known for its ruby 
mines. Hirat is the gate of India and was many times besieged by the 
Persians. 

3. Younger brother of Aurungitebe, who was sent b5^ Shah Jehari to 
hssist AH Mardan Khan in Balkh* He returned to Delhi %vitho,ut the^mper** 

I 'or’s leave and was coj^eiitiuently disgraced.* 1644* He was IHa 

; ..brother Aurungssbbe retreated loss, rd^y* Thea 'ii 

V , .appointed viceroy , of Oetkrat* \Vltm fi^ther fell Ht ho joiaed Jue ; 

jaad'ckfeattd iSidJa and 
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Most of the provinces were conquered,* but owing to 
impatience, that unfortunate man (Mtinid) returned (to the 
capital) without having been recalled by His Majesty and 
thereby lost the favour of the people and the grandees of 
those provinces. The kingdoms conquered and possessed 
were lost ; and money was wasted on them. It is for this 
reason that it is said that “ A daughter is better than an 
unworthy son^’. Attend to this (verse) that ‘‘ If a father is 
unable to finish a work, the son must carry It out to 
completion’'. This mortal creature (Aurungzebe) has a 
wish which is still unfulfilled. It was the desire of Shiih 
iehiin that I should send a grandson of His Majesty’s to 
those districts with a grand army and sufficient equipment, 
What more can I do ? When you were here, I had insisted 
upon 570U to take Kandahilr but you have not conquered 
it. What of other cases, then.? Evidently you have not 
done the work entrusted to you by me. One who pro- 
fesses to know a thing must know it fully. This my 
perishable life is now like the sun (setting) on the top of a 
mountain. What does it concern me if I have these pro- 
vinces or not ? How will you shew your face to your rivals 
in this world and to the Holy, High, and Exalted God in 
the next world ? 

%vas murdered in i66r. The date of his death is found from the followm^j 
Peisian verse : “ Aya vayc ! bn har bahanch kitshig^el ” (Aias ! he was killed 
on a pretext). He was very brave, but much addicted to diinkinf? and at 
the same time foolish in politics. Khafi Khan calls him a simpleton. 

4* Aurungsiebe was sent to Kandahai by his fathei to conquer it ; but 
having failed to do so he returned to Oelhi. 1649. Aurung/ebe tried to 
recover Kandahar a second time, but again he failed. 1653. Ihe great 
^kbar vviestcd Kandahai fiom the Persians. Shah Abbas took the city from 
Jehangir. Tt fell to Shah Jehan tjnough the treachery of Ah Merdan Khan, 
It was again besieged and captured by the son of Shah Abbas, and after* 
wards twice unsuccessfully attacked by Shah Johan. 

** The wise of ancient times considered Kabul andHtandahar as the twin 
gates of Hindustan, the one leading to Turkestan and the other to Persia. 
The custody of these highways secuied India from foreign invaders, and they 
are likewise the appropriate portals to foreign travel.” 

Ain-i-Akbari. Cf. tef. IV. 



LETTER lU 


Happy son, Mahammad MuaTizani, may God protect 
and save yon. I came to know from the representation of 
a disinterested person that this year* you observed the 
Nowroz'^ festival in the manner of the (present) Persians®. 
By God’s grace, keep your faith firm. From whom have 
you adopted this heretical innovation ? Evidently you have 
been instructed by that Arab who lays claim to the title of 
Saiyad,^ (but) who is the cause of disgrace to some good 
persons (the Saiyacis). Anyhow this is a festivity of the 


r. This letter proves Aunin^ffiseheVs bi^^otry and {analieisin, 

a. Literally, the new day (Pers.) It is a Persian festival introduced by 
Jamshid, one of the ancient kings of Persia, and observed on the day when 
he came to the throne, namely the clay on which the wun enters the Ajrics 
faist of March), It is still observed by the modern Persians and the Afghans 
with great pomp and enthusiasm and is the commencement of their poli- 
tical yeai. This festival was introduced into India by Akbar ; but was 
afterwards abolished by the * religious* Amungzebe (1659). The reckoning 
of the solar year was adopted by Akbar for political purposes ; but 
Aurungjtebe did away with it and introduced the old lunar year of the 
prophet Mahomet. This festival is still observed in India by the present 
Parses and by the subjects of IL H. the Nuam. Khafikhan says, “The 
Nowro/ festival is observed by the Parsis (Majusis) of Kerman (apiovince 
in Persia) and of the harbour of Surat.” “ H.M. (Akabar) enquires into the 
excellent customs of past ages, and without looking to the men of the past 
in particular, he takes ^ that which is proper^ though he have to pay a 
high price for it, He bestows his faHtering care upon men of various 
classes, and seeks for occasions to make presents. Thus when 11 . M* 
informed of the feast of Jamshid, and the festivals of the Parsi priests, he 
adopted them, and used them as opportunities of confciring bonehts. Tl 
(the new year’s day feast) commences on the day when the sun in his 
splendour moves to Aries, and lasts till the nineteenth day of the month 
(Farwarditi, a Parsi month). Two days of this period are comidered great 
festivals, when much money and numerous other things are given rtway as 
presents, the fiist day of the month of Farwardittj and the nineteenth, which 
,is the time of the ' 

3. They are Shiahs' while Aurgwgaebe \vim i sfrict orthodox^ Sunni. 

^ Jl, A descendant 'tlie pVoph^'t 
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Majusls.^ According to the belief of the inridel Hindus it 
is the coronation day of the accursed Vikramajit^^ and the 
commencement of a Hindu era. Henceforward you should 
not observe it and repeat such folly. (Verse) ‘‘I have 
advised you often but none of you (my sons) have 
searched after secrets'’, I seek forgiveness from God, my 
Lord, for every situ that T have committed ; and I turn to 
Him (in repentance). 


LETTER III. 

Eldest son of sovereignty, I came to read your letter 
(requesting me) to confer an additional honour upon your 
fourth son,^ for whom you seem to have the greatest 
affection. It is impossible to bestow such a favour upon a 
younger brother in supersession to an elder one. (Again) 
it is strange that considering you are indifferent towards 
your family, you could have sucli affection for your son. 
Anyhow (verse) “May you live long because this (i.e. the 
fact of your favouring and loving your younger son instead 
of loving your whole family) is sui&cient*^’ In order to 
please you I will pay attention to this request of yours in 
another way. 


5. Magis, the ancient Persians and the forefathers ‘of the present 
Parais in India were known by this name by the Arabs. It is said to be an 
Arabic corruption of the Avestic ‘ Mazdasnians’,^hose who believe in 
* Mazda* (the wise God). The English words ‘ magic’, * magician’ Szc, are 
derived from this word. 

' 6. Vlkram the Invincible, a Hindu prince of the Andhra d} nasty of 
Malwa who ruled at Ujjam. He was a philanthropic, popular and 
enlightened ruler and a great patron of literature. Kalidab, the author oi 
Sakuntala, flourished in his reign. * He defeated the Scythians in the battle 
ofKahror and founded a Hindu era {B.C. 56), known as Vili;ramajlt 
I S^tnvat which is still current in Northern India. The era current in , the 
Tfe'Co^n i^ called Salihvan $aka Cra (A.r>, 78), named, after Salihvan, u 
Hitidfu king'of the Deccan, There flourished many kings bearing the name* 
of, Mkram. 

T. Kafl-ti!-Kadr or Rafi*nsh-Shan, born in 
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LETTER IV. 

Eldest son of soverei<;nty, I came to know that you 
disregard the soldiers and care more for the highly paid 
servants. It seems 'that you intend going to Kandahar J 
May the grace of God be with you. But I could not 
understand your request about returning to the capital of 
Lahore. I degraded Nrisir Kh/in ' to’ PamSadi^ and I 
dismissed that Hindu councillor from (my) service. (Verse) 
“ Other persons act wrongfully because we shew them so 
much favour.” 


LETTER VJ 

Eldest son of sovereignty, why have you displeased 
Fateh Alhih Kluin- notwithstanding his good nature ? When 

I. Cf. Let. I. 

3, The chid town of the Punjab. 

3* Abu Na»lr Khan, a nobleman ol Aurttnji^/.ubc. TJio inosituc of 
Jajnagar, in Orissa, was built by him in 1087. Before ibr/i he was 
governor of Cashmere. Ju 1O97 ho was appointuct governor of Lahore. 
Cf. Let. CIX. 

4. A title given by the hfogul emperors* to a gcneuil holding command 
of five hundred f who was called a * manhabdai.’ When a general offended his 
master he was degraded from his post to .1 lower one, Cf* Let. XVI, 

j. Tips letter is an insiauec of Auiuugyebe’i. habit ol self eulogy. 

3* A very biavc ^dicr of Tm.in ni the army of Aurmig/ehc, Khah 
Klian, the historian, says that he luid uc> rhal in bravery and calls him^a 
Hdh. in battle’. In 1700 he svas sent agmmt the MalnaUai, and took part 
in the seige of battara. In 1703 he was given the title of * Jhihadur’. fn 
the same year he was sent along witli Bahrcm.and Khan to take the 
fortress of Chandan Martdan which shortly surrendered to the imperial army* 
In 3703 he took an active part in the seigo of Khelna. After the capture 
of Khelna (1703) he was entitled * AlamgirP as he* displayed much bifavery' 
ip taking the fortress. In the same year lie waS'Uppdinted to a post in 
, Cabul where he was’ s^t' to in 3,704^ But a« heg eopld ’Wt; 

with,, the prince, he stayed iP thd I'^unjab*, Awrmigatieb’s 
'the prince asked' |ielp af^nintt'his brdfheH* )' 'bn^ the , Khah' cpuld, 

' Ppt Wp , Ct 1 Ito Ihnd, 

'■'T. ■ 
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I was a prince I used to treat the nobles in such a way 
that all were pleased and whether present or absent 
praised me much* Nay, notwithstanding the merit and 
dignity of the unfriendly brother^ some of them deserted him 
and entered my service.^ I closed my eyes upon some of 
them, who, at the instigation of the unfriendly brother, 
practised unworthy actions and used abusive words. For 
the sake of justice they admitted my patience and endur- 
ance* And the impression of my generalship and bravery^"' 
was made upon the tablet of the noble heart of His Holy 
Afajesty (Shah Jehtin). Difficult acts ivere performed by 

3* ^.c* Dara Sliekuh, Bulaiid Ikbal, Aurungzebe’s eldest brother. He 
laid beige to Kandahar unsuccessfully. 1653. During his fathei^s illness 
(1637) he carried on the government. He defeated Shuja, his brotlie r 
near Benaras by sending an army under his son Soliman. He was defeated 
by the combined armies of Murad and Aurungzebe at Katehabad 
(Samugarh) near the Chambal, through the mistake of dismounting from 
his elephant at the request of the treacherous Khahl Allah when every- 
thing was m Ins , favour, 1658. Then he was pursued by Aurungzebc. 
During his flight to Gujarat (near Ahmedabad), Bernier, the French 
traveller and physician to Aurungzebe, happened to meet Dara and stayed 
with him for three days. At last Dara was treacherously handed over to 
Aurungzebe by Malik Jivan, the wretched prince of Jun, in Sinde, at 
whose place he was his guest, After a mock tiial Aurungzebe put him 
to a horrible death in 1659. He was a free thinker and of tolerant 
views like the great Akbar. Had he come to the throne he would have 
proved a second Akbar and the history of India would ha\e been quite 
different. He was polite and extremely liberal ; but at the same time 
proud. His mind had a poetic and philobophioip 4 j,endcncy. His poetical 
name was ‘ Kadiri’, He got tianslated fioni Sanskrit into Peisian the 
Upanishads, the philosophical appendices of the Vedas, especially ofdthe 
Atharva Veda. Auuing/ebe calls him everywhere m these letters ‘ unfricndlv 
brother , because he was jealous of his power and did not like him as being 
a free thinker and bhiah, Kliafi, Khan calls him ^unfoitunate’. He hud 
two sons, Soliman Shekiih and Sipher Shcktih, both of whom were impri- 
soned b> Aurungzebe for life* 

After Data’s defeat at Samugarh many nobles, such as, Kaja Jiisvanl> 
Smgh, Hum Jai Singh, Shayista Khun and others deserted Dara and joined 
Aurungzebe* 

5. Aurungzebe displumed his bruveiy imd generalship at Baikii and at 
Kandahar when he was a prince though he was forced to retreat* 
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the strength of the arm of this w(i*ak ant . Vi>u ii’t' 
broken the heart of Fateh Allah Khan, 4 Sji.iiti’, hf 4 Va aua 
useful in all affairs, who would have been useful to you in 
important matters (after me).^ (Verse) “ What benefit is 
there if you give a thousand gems and jewels but at the 
same time break the inward gem (I e, the heart) of a person ?” 
Done is done and cannot be undone. It will be better if 
you win his heart ; and it will be more advantageous to 
you for putting your affairs in order. (Couplet) “I advise 
you, listen to the advice, don’t evade it. Listen to the 
advice given by a kind counsellor”. The sooner the 
better. Peace be upon- those who follow the ri^ht’ path. 

i 686 . LETTER VI. 

Happy son, Mahammad Muazzam, may (Joil protect 
and save you. 1 came to know from a letter of a dear 
friend that you attend the court with a saffron dike (yellow) 
turban on your head and ‘p^lvuni** robe on your body. 
Ypu have reached the age of forty-six. Bravo 1 With this 
(white) beard you pat on a gaudy dress. 


1704. LETTER VII'. 

Eldest sou of sovereignty, I ha\ e dw}«‘tuhtd Mmia’aui 
KliAu® to you so that he may deliver my message soon to 

6, irf. AliroDg7.9be.i)i)Ui>cl(. IJertt Aui‘un/;‘/rtn! s-cumv Jo ‘•licw- liuiiiility. 

7 . Fateh Allah Khu did uot help the prluce aijalnst his lirotUerb after 
hi»&tl««’».4eftth. ^ 


Xf A kittd of silken cloth llindiistanl word), 

ThiA' to have been written some two or three yeats belore 

De<xm. Cl. Uu LXXKttttd 
Cf. LXXUI) Let. XX» XLI V uid CXVII. This letter hit'» not heeo 

tnentiooed, 8lj|ijihi»toae to hi*' history. 

3 i A itebl^ineo iu Auraugwilse’* eowrt. We took imrt in tlt« 1.41^ of 
fC^OA. 171^* VtbewueyiMirhewiie/eppouitedmiiiUter of Lektti*. ' Ih ' 
lie to' 'iVJtuM 'Jt&iftmm of C*boI. After A,«rB»g- 

,*** the, throae for Uim,* , 'He 

, ewd'.-enw, 



>ou 1 am not cuu&ciuus ol myi»clt. (i do not know) who 
I am and where I go and what will happen to this sinner, 
full of sins. Now I will say good bye to ev ery one in this 
world and will entrust every one to the care of God. My 
famous and auspicious sons should not quarrel among 
themselves and allow a general massacre of tlie people 
who are the servants of God (after my decvth)^^. May God, 
the changer of hearts, make His grace for the protection of 
the people who are His deposits (in this world) and His 
wonderful creatures, the light for the path of the kings (kr. 
may God make the kings protect their subjects)'^. 

3. This advice was not cauicd out by Aunin^/cbe’s sous, as is pro\ed 
by the fratricidal wai that biokc out in the empire after A nru«t^/ebe’s death. 

4. This shows that Aunmg/.cbe Jtieally loved lus subjects jnd wdsheJ 
their w'^elfare. ilc tried Ins best to keep them in peace and prospeuty. lu 
a, letter t o Shah Jehan quoted by Khah Khan in Ins histoiv, Aurun|:'/ehe 
says, ** Sovereignty signifies prutectuin of the people, not self indulgence 
and libertinism”, llernier, the Fiencli doctor* who spent ejqhl years at 
Aurungiiebe’s couit, quotes some lines fiuni Aunmg/ehe’s lettei addiossed 
!<> his captive fiithei. ’‘ire is the truly gresat king who makes it the chief 
business of his life to govern his subjects -vvitli equity”. Again Hcrnicr 
says: “ I (Auumg/.ebe) was sent lufo the world by Trovidence to h\c and 
labour, not formy-s'clf but ior otheis.” \gain he says; “The obligatiou 
imposed upon a sovereign, in seasons of difficulty and danger, to hazard 
his life, and, if necessary, to die sAvord in hand, m defence of the people 
committed to his cares” 
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Letters addressed to 

Prince Maiiaminad A’azain Shah Bahadur! , 
TwKTTKR MIT, 

Exalted son, I am much pleased with riding the amblijng 
horse^ which you sent to me this time. The horse reminds 
me of the sympathy felt for the old father by the fortunate 
son. Owing to great joy I have named him ‘KhOsh* 
Khanim’ (walking sniaitly). As you are perfectly skilled in 
finding out an appropriate name for everything, (I hope) 
you will give an appropriate name to each of iny favourite 
horses and then write to me about it. A list of these 
horses along with the details of their colour atul breed will 
be (shortly) supplied to you by the head groom. 


LKTTl’.R IX. 

Exalted son, 1 was much pleased with the ‘diUi’’ of 

I, Auuni<4/c‘hc’*» tliird hoiii in 105)* .sent Shivaji 5 

but failctb IJe look pial hi llic last uki\c oi llijapur aiul of Gokondu. 
lie aUo look un ntlivc p.irl< in tlo* nf PanKila ^Nhicli be captured. In 
1676 made jifoveruur of jMuItan, and in ibHi, jrovernor of |he Punj<iK 

In 1703 be \v*nj appointed 'jfOYcrnfir of tlnj.uvit, and in 1705, governor of 
Malwa. After the death 0} his iatluT ho led uu army a|;*ainst Mua^'sjaiii, 
hib older brotlit'i , but was defeated and blain near Ajiira* 1701#. lie 
the favourite sow ol his lather (CL Let, XXIX). Khafi Khan says that Ahuant 
considered hiiubclC lieir-appaicnt to the tlimnc. lie M’as verv jealous of his 
brothers, especially of toazrara* Auuuijj/ebo sa^s in his last will, Let 
atl the king’s servants iSc true and faxthlul 10 hluhaiiiuiad A’aijrum Shah”. 
Many of the letters lo him seem to have been addressed when he was viceroy 
of (Hijauit (1703- 170 <5 1, 

3. ** In this place (the ^^rent royal squaii at Shuh-Jehdn'^Ahad) also at 
the break 0! day they e^fercibo the rtAJil hoi Set, which arc kept in a 
spacious stable not fat dintaut; and hero the kahnt-kluui, or giand muster 
master of thrf cavalry, esttiinines curefwUy the Imrses of those who have been 
received into the service. If th«y art’ found to be TurkUU horses, that 5 s 
from Turkestan or Tartary, and ,of a jiroper mjcc and adequate strength, 
they are branded on the thigh with the liifig’s ?nm*k, and with the mat^ of 
the XJmarah under whom ihc horsetnan la onlistetT’# /Iurwit*;*, 

f An Indian word fht a basket, jts .IJ^ersiatirqui valent ' ' 
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mangoes^ sent by you to the old father. You have requested 
me to suggest names for the unknown mangoes* When you 
yourself are very clever, why do you give trouble to (your) 
old father ? However I have named them * Sudha-ras* and 
‘ Rasna-vilus^''^*. 


LETTER X. 

Exalted son, 1 remember the savour of your ^khichadi*^ 
and * biryani"‘*^ during the winter. Truly, the ‘ kab^li’® 
cooked by Islam Khiln does not surpass them (in point of 
relish and savour). I wanted to have from you (in my 
serviVe) Salinnifi. who cooks ‘ birytini' ; but you did not 
allow him 1o serve me as my cook* If you happen to find a 
pupil of his, skilful In the art of cookery, you will send him 
to me. However, happy is the day when you come, eat, 

3, Ambao, or man£^t>es, .ue m season diirhi" two summer months, 
jirul an* plcnlllul nnd cheap ; bni those e^own at Delhi are mdifCerent* 

ho'?l (onif* from ljon,i?al, Golconda and these are indeed 

4‘\ndlt*nU shdUhi^Mo m# swectnieai in llruonr and hii*nousness*h Bernier# 
“I'hi*? fruh U uni nailed hi roloin, 'mtcll, and lasle. Jn shape it resemble*, an 
apiicoi, or a qiilnco, or a pear, di a melon, and* wci^sjhs even one seer (lb,) 
and upwards. There aie green, yellow, red, variescated, sweet, and subacid 
mangoes. Mangoo*? are to he found cierywhere In India, especially, in 
Bengal, Gujarat, Malwa, Ivhandesh, and the Deccan,’^ Ain-l-Akbari. 
In the time of Akbar too mangoes were worth nearly 40 d. 

3. Sanskrit names given to two kinds of mangoes* Sans. ‘ SQdh^janeclar 
and * ras* —juice ; ue, as sweet UvS nectar. Sans. * jRasna’-«the tongue and 
*viUs’ pleasuie; i.e* relisliable to the palate, ifcre Aurttng.5ebe shews 
his knowledge of Sanskrit. 

1, Rice mixed with pulse and cooked, an Indian word. “ Khichadi 
is a mess of leguminous plants, the general food of the common people/’ 
Bernier, lie further says it was * a favonrife dish of Slush Jehan*. Elsewhw' 
he says it is * a mess of rice and other vegetables, over which, when boiled, 
they pour melted butter*. Its ingredients are: rice, split d^I^ (pulse), ssdi/ 
and ghee (melted butter). In Akbar’s time it was also called *su%anah}^ 

, a. An Indian word for roasted meat.* 

“^3, Anotlier Thdian wprd for ,a kind of fdod prepared of rice and 
beans. Ipgredi^tS 'crice, me^t, ■ ghee*' oodoos^ $al4 'frish- 

' due, ' 



IS 

and make others eat* (Couplet) Happy Is the day and 
happy is the time when a friend enjoys the company of 
(another) frlend/^'^ (Couplet) ** The desire (for eating) 
has not entirely left me ; (though) blackness has departed 
from (my) hair, it has not departed from (my) face^^ (i.e, 
though I have become old, I have not yet given up my 
former habit of Indulging in the pleasures of the palate)*^ 


1692. LETTER XL 

Exalted son, may God he praised that the grandson 
BahAdtir^ has become brave and day by day his fortune is 
being impi'Oved. you should not be careless in training 
your son BaluldGr^. If he can, in the province of MAlwA® 
he will get a victory over the Senapati"^ and (then) , punish 
the JAts**^* I have issued an order that the great Rajput 

4. Cf.Let. CXV* 

5. This letter and the precedin|;f one shew Am*ang/,ebe*s great Ukaiecss 
for delicacies in his youth as well as in his old age. 'fids proves that 
generally his manner o£ living w.as not simple* CC. Lei, XXT, LVll, CXVtl* 

I, The eldest son ol A’aram* Of, Let, LXXVL 

3. Cf, Let. LXXXV* 

3, A province to the east ofGujardt, once governed by the Hindu 
kings Vlkramajit and BhoJ, their capital being at Ujjan, and subsequently 
by Mohemadan kings, their capital being at Mundoo’, Its chief produce is 
opium. 

4, A Sanskrit word#r a general, or a chief commander of an army. 
Sans, ‘Seha’wan army and *pati***“a chief. Its Persian equivalent' i« 

* Sutitobut/ ' * , 

5, , A warlike Hindu tribe of Rajputana, They defended the well- 

known fort of Bharatpur eighteen times against tha English. They belong 
to the Sii4ra class found near Agrd* They first came into prominence, as a 
nation, during Aurun^sebe’s time* They dated to attack the rear of 'iW; 
imperial army* AurungseWs expedition' to the Deccan they 

camemtonoto'h<i>gaiigl,of 'baud^^ under Chtbriman. Thisy 

^,^ear Akabarabkd - ‘in’ ‘ and ' ^Ued' 4ghhr Xhitt' leho was 

Cabal tfO'.the 

' .theirs ’ ' u^t 1 '^hbddo, 'tW^iL; < 'roottf W, Utid' 
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prince RdjA Basan Singh Kachava^* should join him and 
that the fort-keeper of Akabariibd-d'^ should provide him 
with artillery^ and other baggage necessary for war. You 
should go to the mouth of the Nurbaddtl*\ and then by the 
way to the right you should reach Islitnabud, otherwise 
known as Math'Qri'*^^ (in order to join your son). 

LETTER Xir. 

Blessed son, His Most Exalted Majesty- used to say, 

6. A Hindu Raja of Ambliai or Atnelr, son of Rlxn SIngb and father 
of Mirza Raja Jai Singli Sewai. He died about 1693. Kachava was the 
title of the Rajas of Ambhar or Jaipur who were related to Akbar and 
Jehangir* Raja Bhagwandds and Raja Maiisinj^h of Ahbar’s time belonged 
to this clan. 

7. A city near Agra. Tab the city of Akbar. Tt was the new A:,ra. 
Cf. Let. XCI. 

8. The artillery is of two sorts, the heavy and the light, or, as thev 
call the latter, the artillery of the stirrup. The heavyaitilleiv did not al- 
ways follcrw the king. But the light aitilki} is alwavs intended I0 be near 
the king’s person, and on that account takes the name of artillery of the stirrup. 
There are at'tmer3mien who receive great pa}!*, /.r. Rs. 300 a month, parti- 
cularly all the Europeans ; but nO%v the king admits them with diilicultv 
into the service, and limits their pay to thirty-two rupees.” Bernier. 
** The imperial arsenal contains nianufactujed, purchased, and piescnted, 
gotne. Each of them is either long, or short ; and these are again subdivided 
hito plain,. coloured, and hammered guns.” Ain-i-Akbari. 

9. A river, in Malwa‘and m Gujarat, taking its rise from the Vindhia- 
chals, and falling into the guli of Cambay. It is very deep and stormy and 
is r<^arded sacred by the Hindus, The city of P>r«f5<.h stands on this river. 
It literally means in Sanskrit ‘giving plea&uie’ (Naimada). 

JO. Muttra, a town in tha north of India, possessing a famous Hindu 
ehrine, once plundered by Mahmud of Ghassani. It was the btrthplaie of 
Kristina and is sacred to the Hindus. Its sWeet balls are well known. U 

changed'into Islamabad (City of Islamj by Anrungrebe when he dcstroN - 
dd the temple thereof. 1669. Cf. Madura, ‘ SouthcTn Matlmrn,’ a town 
in the Kama tic, in the South of India. 

* 3 f. This letter gives us a detailed ai count of how Shah Jehan used to 

pass hU time. Cf. the Am-i-Akbarl (book I, ain 7^) where Abnl Farl describes 

Akbar used to psiss his time. 

a, L 5, Shah Jehan, father of Aurungzebe, his original name being 
;KhwrrimJ He was the third son of Jehangir, bom at Lahore in 
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“ Hunting is> llic busint!>i> ui -idle pcri>unb. it is> veiy 
reprehensible for one to be absorbed in worldly affairs, and 
to disregaid religious matters. Because this world is as a 
field in relation to the next world (t. e. as you sow so 
shall you reap)’'. It is said of His. Majesty (Shah Jehan) 
that he used to get up cheerfully at four o’clock® in the 
morning ; (then) he performed ablution at the ‘ .Ibshiir-i- 
Taufeek’*^ and engaged himself in reciting the daily portions 
of prayer. Before daybreak, after the cry of the ‘Muazaiin’,® 
he said the morning prayer in the company of learned men. 
Then he went to the ‘ Jharukln'w-Darshan’*' and favoured 

Duiing his faiherS Liuic \v*hcii lie was viceroy ol the Deccan he rebelled 
against Ills UUicr. He caiuc Lh the throne oi OcIIu in itiiy after the deatH 
of lub father. He waw a wise, able, .md popular emperor of Delhi and 
was the most magiutu'cnt prince that ever ruled at Dclhu Hib reign wab 
puiccful (except for the rebellion ol Khcin Jehau Lodi) and probperous* He 
wah del hronul and imprisoned by hib bun, Aurung/cbe (1658), and died in 
prison at Agia in i()66. The date ol his death may be found from the fol- 
lowing two I’enlvn plirasvs : Shah Jeh.'Ui laid vafat’'^ {Le, Shah Jdban 

died) and Kara Allah” (i. f. Hod's wis»h). i(ci» chidly remembewd for 
the Tdj Mahal and the Pejcock Tin one, lie was the fonuder of Shahjehan- 
abaci, the new Delhi- The massacre of the Portuguese in 0 engul s« a slain 
on liLs charav-ter. j J c m as called * Sahib JCardn-i-Sam,’ the Shcond Tamerlane, 
because he was bom like Timur when JupUer and Venus were * in the »amc 
house*’ After the dciilh of Shiih Jehan tx(>66) Auiu«g/;ebe used to write 
*AaIa i fazai at* (1 lib Majesty) for his f.ithm in his letters ami he ordered 4*11 
lub olficcis to tibc this title for his deceased f.ilhei. Not a bingle letter 
addressed by Aurungjscbe lo his father is mentioned in this tollecfciob* 
Khah Khan mentions at mast^omc three letters addressed to Shall Mikn# 
Auuing/*«be was hind and respectful to lu» captive 'lather* 

The word *ghau’, used in, the I crsian icscl, is au Indian ienm ft 
lUcaiiH a measure of time, water, <Ssc. ft is nearly equivalent to half at» 
hour. ,(>ne ‘ghari* makes tvicmy-four minutes* Ch the Wian ' word 
*ghadldl* or *gUariur, meaning a gong and then 4 watch or ’a 
deuved Irom^glurl* or '‘glutdih ^ 

q. Lit. ''Waterfall of liracc,’ name of a fountain in vShah' 
palace, used for purposes ol ablution* 

5 , A Mohemadan pubUo crier who calU peop^ to prayer 
It, comes from^Ar. 'Altaian', to call qic to mvite. ' ' " ' 

' . - A pr apt, ample ,op<m wiadpw, W'bw which pe(|p4' 'pieed to?' ' 

assemble m the morning to,w iho fact d| thbix icmpeibr, It ''is 



the ‘darshanians*'^ with the blessed sight of his auspicious 
face. At about ten o’clock he went to the * DivAn-i-Aam’® 
(in order to hold a public audience). In this assembly all 
officers bowed down to and saluted the emperor. The 
ministers and the treasurers represented to His Majesty 
the arrangements made for the crown servants, the facts 
about their good services, and the loyalty of inspectors, 
police officers, supervisors and district officers ; fulfilled the 

seen at Delhi. The Mogul emperorb used to sit on the balcony once or 
twice a day in ordei to convince their subjects that ^they were alive 
Many devoted Hindus used to take their food in the morning after seeing 
the royal face. From the eleventh year Auruiigzebe ceased sitting at the 
Jharukhaj which faced the Jamna, and forbade the assembling of the 
crewd beneath it only through his religious ideas. i66S, ^Jharukha’ or 
*Jharuka’ is an Indian word for a balcony or a terrace, ‘Darshan’ is a 
Sanskrit word, derived from ‘drash’, to sec ; hence it originally means 
‘seeing’. Then it means ‘meeting a great person and seeing his face’. It 
is also a religious term among the Hindus who apply it to going into a 
temple to see the idol and worship it. 

7/ Those who assembled to see the royal face. Cf. n, 6. Supra. 

S. One of the two places in the palace of the Mogul emperois. 

It was a largo hall for the public audience. Oppo. * Div/mri-KhiSs,’ 
used by the nobles only. These two halls arc still to be seen at Delhi. 
Bera^er gives a very fine dcscriplicm of them. He says : “ I must not forget 
the ‘ Aam-o-Kha«,’ to which you at length arrive, after passing the 
places just mentioned. Tins is really a noble edifice ; it consists 
of a large square couit of arcades, not unhkdHour Place Royal, with 
thisr difference, however, that the arcades of the ‘ Aam-o-Khas’ have no 
buildings over them. Each arcade is separated by a wall, yet in such a 
manner that there is a small door to pass from one to the other. Over the 
grand gate, situated in the middle of one side of this court, k tx capacious 
‘ Divin,* (raieed jilaoe), quite open on the side of the court, called * Nakar 
Khdneh. (Cf. Let. XXVlt). In this place which thence derives its name aro 
kept the trumpets, or rather the hautboys and tymbals, which play in concert 
at cettaxh hours of the day and night. (Of. Hindu * Cho^gadiiis’). To the 
cm of a European reOently arrived, this music sounds very strangely, , for 
there ate ten *0r twelve .hautboye^ nhd ' as 'many tymbals', whicjfc , play 
fogether. Out of tilt«'lmutWye^jf> ^ a fatho*n,,ahd’ 'in 

and it's\ lower aperi‘ut;e' be -Iks than a 'French 'iioj.. IVpa' 
may i'udt;e, 'diotefort,^ of '’tW' winch the'^ 
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desires of every one and encouraged others. Aftet the 
usual inspection of the imperial horses and elephants, at 
eleven o*clock, he Ulummed {uc. went to) the ‘ Divan-i 
Khas.^ In this place the secretaries reported to him the 
facts about the newly appointed officers and received from 

Ivhaneh On my iirst nrrWai it stumicd me uo as lo be muuij* 
portable; but such is the power of ii.ibit Itul this .amc uoi.>c is nu\i 
heard by me with pleasme ; in the upjhl, ip.u ■when in b.’d aud 

aiaty oil 1113^ terrace this music sounds m Ci.u ^ as solemn, '\raiidi aud 
melodious* This is not altogetlui to he ouUcrcJ '15 ^IiKc it i.* pla^rco 

by persons instruclcd lioin iiitaiicy III llie tulc^ at m-lud}!, and pu^iscssim 

»he skill of moduiatlng aiui tumuu' the hurdi sound* ol the h.iulboy and 
(ymbal so a-s to pioducea ^vmjiiiony lur luun disagreeable when heard .•» .» 
certain distance. The * iiakai* khaneh * is placed in an clevaled silnaliun. 
and remote Iroiii ihc I oy.il aparlii lent . ih«d iht* uni^r not be .inuuycvl 

by the proximity ol this mubic* 

‘‘Opposite to (lie grand gate, which suppoit>. the ‘nal.ar hhanJi’ as yen 
cross the court, is a laigc and maguihccni hall dccoi.ited with scvcial 
rows of pillars, w'liich, as well as the ccihiig, arc all painted and iivwrl*<» i 
with gold. The hall is laised considerably from die giound and voi> aii), 
being .open on the three sides that look into tlic s'ourt. fn the centre of tin 
wall that separates the hall from the seraglio, and liighcr ham the llou» 
than a man can reach, is a wide and lofty opening, ui large uindi.ivv, wdicr 
the monarch every daj , about noon, tats wpoii his throne, with sunn, oi 
his sons at his right and kdt ; while eunuchs standing about the royal 
person, flap away the Hies with peacocLs' tails, agitato the air with largi* 
fans. Immediately under the throne is a *div.«n% surrounded b\‘ silvci 
lailb, on which arc assembledi the whofc body of Uiuaras, the Rajas, ami 
the ambassadors, all standing, their eyes bent downward, and ihciir hands 
crossed. At a greater dSiance from the throne are the Mansubdars gi 
inferior umaras also standing in the same posture of proi’ouiKt reverena. 
The remainder of the spacious r%)om, and indeed the whole sourt-yard itn* 
filled with persons of all ranks, high and low, rich and poor ; bocauhc it r* 
in this extensive hall that the king given audience indkciimiuately to .dl 
his subjects ; hence it is called ‘ Aam-Kb.k % or audience chamber of higl». 
and low,” 

Rernier further says : All ihe potitiowh held up in the crowd assembiod 
in the * Aam-Khas % are brought to the king and read in hb hearing 5 and 
the pei^ons concerned being oidcred to approach are examined by tho 
momtreh himself, who often rcdrcacs at the instant tfie wiongii dl the 
pafty.” ■ ' 

# ,Ci#* JSf#, 



bim his hnal orders (regarding them). They (further) 
related to him important facts and events occuring in every 
province and considered orders, issued by him regarding 
every case, as final. These transactions were carried on 
till noon time. After this he directed his attention to lake 
the special food which was. emphatically prepared from 
lawful means. For strengthening the body, (having) strength 
for prayer, and giving justice (to his subjects), he took his 
dinner in proportion to the (need for) maintenance of life 
in the body. Then he inquired about the eating and 
drinking of those who were maintained by him and of those 
Who were daily given food by him, most of whom were 
men of learning and excellence, * seekers after knowledge, 
needy and poor persons, orphans, destitute and sick men ; 
and he used to recognise most of them with an alchemy- 
like sight. (Then) he retired into his special sleeping room 
where he slept (nearly from eleven to one o’clock) for a 
time with an awakened mind. At two o’clock he came 
out from this r*oom, performed ablution and engaged 
himself in reading the holy Koran. After saying the noon 
prayer, with sacred mutterings on his lips and a rosary in 
hands, he came to the * Asad and tqok: bis 

there. There the chief ministers presented 
before him and engaged themselves in representing to and 
producing belore him the financial and political questions 
and presented before him petitions to be signed. At four 
o’clock he returned to the ‘ DivAn4-Aam’. At this time 
the registrar and the private secretary presented, before 
bis august presence, those who were recently appointed (in 
the state service) and those who wanted estates# His 
Majesty inquired carefully into the personal and ancestral 
qualifications, the pers<)narability arid the merit M of 
them and ihep issued orders for assigning posts irid; Siting. 

I t ) |ifi'i . iii i iim m i.ii«>i..iiii iii Hn i mn il n t ' ' 

la . lit* ' ilio ic ih^ ' ' 
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suras of money as ‘ Jaghirs.’^ ’ After sunset he retired from 
the ‘ Divdn-i-Aam’, offered evening prayers and (then) 
entered his special private chamber. There were present 
sweet-tounged historians, eloquent story-tellers, sweet- 
voiced musicians and numerous travellers. The females 
(were sitting) behind the curtain, (while) the males, in 
front of it. In accordance with the dictates of His 
Majesty’s noblest and highest nature, each of them related 
stories of ancient great personages and kings and spoke 
about the wonders and antiquities of different countries. In 
short, His Majesty passed, till midnight, the hours of day 
and night, in this manner; and (thus) did justice to life and 
sovereignty (/. c, spent his time thus). As (my) paternal 
love regarding (my) son is from the heart (t.e. true and 
sincere) and not from the pen (i.e. false), I was obliged to 
write and inform (my) dear son what was good and 
valuable. I have penned what 1 have been able to recall 
to mind this time. Excuse me. 


LETTER Xlir. 


Exalted son, Mahammad A’azam, may God protect 
and save you. ft seems you ride very fast. (You rode) so 
fast that Saiyad, your canopy bearer, fell down on the 
ground and (soon) gave up the ghost. When you were 
here before me, you were indifferent and absent-minded. 
You have seen mj^manner of riding. Why have you acted 
contrary to that ? (Verse) “ Ride slowly and gently, but 
don’t ride pompously and fast ; because a thousand, dead 
bo4ies are buried in the ground beneath your feet’*. 


, LETTER XIV.’ 

. Ele«f»e4,;fdn« . !M[a|i.a<nm#d A’aaam, may God protect 
'and save ;^duv In^orcfef to pleikse the rnott; stupid, i 




. '..iwi, ' ^ . '' ' I , I ' ' M , I ' I, I' 
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vow have not dismissed the U'ran^ Hasan Beg of Chakleli 
Kiard, The people there are lamenting and bewailing and 
are much distressed. They say (verse) ‘‘ If you will not 
give us justice, there is the Day of Judgment (doomsday) 
for our justice {i, e, God will judge our cause)'’. The real 
accountants^ record the tyranny of the officers in your and 
my accounts. Know well for compensating these actions 
(of tyranny from Hasan Beg) and enquire into the condi- 
tions of the inhabitants of that place, otherwise the ‘ jughir' 
will be taken away from you and you will have tu> 
recompense for the loss. 


LETTER XV.^ 

Exalted son, I came to know that Mustafa Kulli Beg, 
yonr private secretary, performs your work carefully. This 
is sufficient. If you' will write to me for giving an 
additional post to and conferring the title of a ^ KhAn’ on 
him, f will favour him with them. An honest man is like 
unalloyed gold. (Couplet) Human beings are found 
everywhere in this world, but their essence (/.e honesty) is 
found very rarely (/V. there are many men in this world, 
but honest men are very few)”- One day, the late Sa’ad 
AllAh after being disengaged from prayer, raised 

main ocean ol justice (Ovingion^. Khafi Khan calls him a * mild and 
pam*ttakm|:y juclf(e, eas> of approach, and ganlle of manner’, Aurung/,ebe 
personally administered justice to his people. not connive at illc'ifal 

oxtortioii or the oppression of the poor, . 

4 . Two siiitjels who watch and record the actions of every man and 
who are .supposed to be in\isibly sittinij on both the shoulders of eacli man 
{ {f Mohemadnn belief ). 

I. 'I'his letter shews that Aurungzebe loved honest men and liked to eni*- 
plpyi then-^ in his service and r<*wnrdcd them tor their honesty. Of. Let. XXXVl. 
ii>oitucwhe^e he compUios that honest men were very scarce in hif time. 
C?r, LcL LVT nnd bXXX. 

' ' a, * Sa’ad Allah Khan AlUmi or Fahhami Va» an able minister^ of Hhah 
Johan and was emhled ‘ Jnmlat‘ftI*Mrtlk’, He wa# a Hladn cwkv<fi^t and 
the most upri/ifht statesman of ■ hk <^*1^ hiih, ^ the nwt ac* 

oomplishni slMtesman of Asia \ He took part with the ptfr^ce 
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up his hands, for a long time, asking for blessings (from 
God)* One of the Impudent courtiers asked (him)^ “ What 
is your wish ? ” He replied, ‘‘ (I pray) to be an honest 
man”. Truly, he gave a ( very ) good reply. Though the 
quality of honesty and sincerity, bestowed by the High God 
upon (every) human being, is natural (in him from his very 
birth), it requires (the help of) encouragement and reward 
from the master, so that the servant may live in a 
comfortable condition and in proportion to his condition he 
may be free from any anxiety with regard to his livelihood, 
and consequently worldly needs will not corrupt his faith. 
(Verse) Because a happy and contented servant works 
more.” 


LETTER XVL 

Exalted son, you have requested me to give a ^ MAhi- 
i-Marai.teb’'’ to, Nasrat Jang^. Though it is not a rule to 
give it to an inferior to a ‘ Sesh-HazAri*^, 1 give it to him 

in ihe seige of Balkh (1646) and of Kandahar (164H-165X). Shah Jehan sent 
him to Chit or in order to demolish its Jort and to punish the R^nd, Jagat 
Singh, the father of Raja Jai Singh {1653)- ile was murdered ot the instiga- 
tion of Ditra in 1655, He was also a good scholar ; hence he was called 
*AlIami’ (learned). He wa's the patron of Abdnl Ilamid Lahorl, the 
author of ‘ Badshech Nanacli % a history of the first twenty years of Shah 
Jehan’s reign, Aurungjisebe refers, to him la these letters ns a model durinjc 
the, long reign of .Shah Jehan. Ci Let. HI. 

X, The Ordi'r of thi|rf?'ish, a title conferred on princes or otlier members 
ol th© royal family. It was also a kind of banner with the hgnre of the 
fish and other insignia (t wo balls), carried as an ensign upon an elephant hv 
a prince or a member of the royal family. 

a. A son of Assul Khiin, otherwise known as /^fd Fikfir Khiiut and a 
brave general of Aumngs^ebe. Qt Let. XCII, CXXXV, CLX to CLXdV. 

3. A military title, given to princes in the time of the Moguls, and 
introduced by ' AkW. It was given to that meihber'of 'the myatl. family 
' who 'Commanded si.w ik^us«iti 4 soldiers, Erinces who commanded^ eoldle^ 
uambering from ^000 to seooo wet^.oeHed ^ $e«]b-ha«ari 
'and SO' on. i-Tht^se who oommnnded ah 
' or* !«$»*' 5000, from' 'tooo fo 5000, -wero oMkd 

' ' ' ' "" ' 
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as he has accomplished your two important affairs and also 
to please you. He will get one of the ‘ Mahi-i-Mardtebs’ 
which have been brought (here), and thank (us) for this 
great gift which is above dignity. 

The term *Amxr ol 5000’ did not imply actual possession of 5000 
horsemen, though it meant so originally ; an ‘ Amir ’ of 5000 sometimes was 
ordered to keep only 500 horse ; the rest was on paper only. The ‘ Mansab* 
dars’ of 100 up to looo were low persons raised to dignity by the emperor 
who gave them lands for the horse they maintained for him. *‘The Umax as 
mostly consist of adventurers from different nations ; and are generally persons 
of low descent, some having been originally slaves, and the majority being 
destitute of education. The Mogul raises them to dignities, or degrades 
them to obscurity, according to his own pleasure and caprice, some of the 
Umaras have the title of hazary, or lord of a thousand horfie ; some, of do- 
hazary, lord of two thousand horse; some of deh-hazary, lord of ten thousand 
horse ; and sometimes an Umara has the title of doazdeh-hazary, lord of 
twelve thousand horse, as was the case with the king^s eldest son. Theii" 
pay is proportionate, not to the number of men, but to the number of horses, 
and two horses are generally allowed to one cavalier.” Bernier. Borne* 
fimies ^ome * jaghirs * are assigned to some of the Umaras for the payment of 
iheif salary. The Umaras are the ♦pillars of the empire’. “Mansabdars 
are horsemen with ♦ mansab * pay which is a peculiar pay, both honourable 
and considerable ; not equal to that of the Umaras, but much greater than 
the common pay. Hence they are looked on sis petty Umaras. They ac- 
knowtOdge no other chief but the king.’* Bernier. 

“The whole of the army^ from the Umara to tlie private soldier, is paid , 
every two months j for ths king’s pay is the only means of sustenance.” 
Bernier. 

“ For this cause did His Majesty (f.t. Akbar) establish the ranks of 
mansabdars (officers), from the * dah-b 4 shi * (commander of ten) to the ‘ dah* 
haeari * (commander of ten thousand), Umiting?^^ however, all commands 
above five thousand, to his august sons. The number of mansabs is sixty- 
six Ain-i-Akbari. 

♦ Fanj-haeari-i-zilt-x-sih-haaar saw 4 r **saa commander of 5ooo,Jper$onany, 
and in actual command of 3000 cavalry. 

♦ Fauj-hazari, panj-Jbassar sawir-i-du-aspeh-sih-aspeh^a commander of 
5000, contingent 5000 cavalry, with two horses, with three horses. 

A trooper is called ‘ dG*aspch % if he has two horses, and * sih-aspeh’, if 
three, in order to change horses during * elghars * or forced marches^ The 
higher ♦ mansabdars* were mostly governors of subah (provinces). , Akb^’s 
Mansabdars had larger cpntingjsnts, espccj^ally mOre horns, than the Main- 
sabdars of the following rhlgns, during which the hteVst ranks were 
multiplied. The tpohthljr s^ij^ies of the Mim^bdars ^^ed froiri iRs. dooori , 
He. TOO. ' ' ; , ' . i \ 
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LETTER XVIl. 

Exalted son, Mir Khan,^ the superintendent oi the 
provinces belonging to your army, refuses to govern the 
district of ‘ Sakra’ and wants another district in return for 
it. We have small sum of money and many have a demand 
for this (i.e. we have got a few provinces and there arc 
many persons demanding them). The flesh and bones 
should be distributed equally. There is no possibility of 
getting a substitute for ‘ Sakra*. You should write to him 
to find out the difference between the two sums of money, 
produced by the district of ‘Sakr^’ and by the other 
district which he wants in return for ‘ SakrS* ; and T will 
pay that difference to him in money. 


i686. LETTER XVIIL 

Happy son, Mahammad A’azam, may God protect 
and save you. I came to know from the events (that have 
happened) in the province of Mdlwii.,'* tliatthe blind-minded^ 
Pah&r Singh, through his great pride and haughtiness, 
became the source of sedition and rebellion and raised the 
standard of rebellion against (us) ; (but) he was killed by 
Taldk Cband’^, the assistant to (my) dear and fortunate son 
(».e. A’azam)’s minister, and entered helH, Thank God 


X, Mmibiter to Prince A’aaiam* He was appointed };overn<jr ‘of 
Butliajiptiri b x6S6. Hia Ifenic was dunged into Amir Khan by Autwngjcebe 
in whose court he wasanobk* Thoru were many men iu AurungMbe^^i 
court beating this name* Cf. Leu CLXVIII and XCIX* 

I. Cf. Ut. XI. * 


a* Another instance of Auruugsjebe’s iunaliciwn with regard to rJic 
Hindus* a Let: It, LXV and CVHL 

Deputy ^nplbisWr to A’awshm^ who killed with qi» arrow 
'Cilrkeh had'nefe'erihd n«'ar''tljjatt. 1:686* For this sendee* 'Tdlufc 


' Wi honoured' with '4h<ii title of Hdi d robe 

'4bttn|j«ebe. ,Ih liCdiakid -Alarngiri he 'h 'hamed 




U'was ItUliS 6f * Itt ^ 

:i2 <JJid ate 
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under any circumstance. (Couplet) ‘‘ I sacrifice myseU 
before Thee, O God, for Thy favour to me/’ Truly, the 
accomplishment of this affair is through your generous 
encouragement (to servants) ; because you make the state 
servants do government affairs by encouraging and patronis** 
Ing them. F or this I congratulate you and send you a 
necklace^ of pearls worth Rs. 50000. « As this Hindu { Lc. 
Talfitk Chand) has verified the proverb that ‘ the sparrow 
(Le, TaHk Chand being a Bania or Marwiiri ) has bravely 
killed the hawk (i.Cm Pahar Singh being a Rajput)'. 1 
exalt him by giving him a personal (not hereditary ) title 
of *Pdn-Sadi'^ a hundred cavaliers, a (Hindu) title of 
R^o a robe or honour, a sword and a horse. You should 
also favour him, who has distinguished himself among his 
equals, by sending him a letter of encomium and praise and 
assigning him the independent governorship of a province, 
30 ' that other servants may be induced to render good 
service m the expectation of a reward. 


X704. LETTER XIX^-. 

Exalted son, may God protect you. To take away the 

5. The word fpr a neckla^ m the text is *MaIa an Indisw word, the 
I^ersiau equivalent for which is * har \ 

0 . The Kupt e is round, and weighs eleven and one lialf « Mashas* (1 z 
Mashas^ bcinii one toU). Jt was first introduced in the time of Shcr Khan. 
It was perleaed during this (Akbar’s) rujgn, and reeJ^Sved Ja new stamp, on 
one side, *’ All/ihfi \hbar, jalla julaluhu and on the other the date. Al* 
1 hough the in irket price xs sometimes moie or less than forty ‘dams’, yei 
this \alue xs always set upon if m tixe payinenf of salaries Ain-i-Akbari. 

jNow at the present time one rupee is equal to sixteen ‘ annas ’ and fif- 
teen lupees make one JKn^»lish poumi. 

7. ChLet*iy. 

8 . A Sanskrit woid, meaning a * king soiiiething like ^ Uaja Kao 
and Ka)H are etymologically the same but different m signification. Cf. 
^Rao Sahib’, and ‘Kao Bahadur’. 

1. ** Certain passages in Aurungaebe’s let leu, to priimo A’aisam (he. 
this letter and letter XXXVII ) when viceroy of Gujaiut (1703-170 j), shew 
bow keen and shrewd an 5 uicf‘ei»t the aged mon«irch maintfeined in the 
gowrnineni of his \iceioys ”, 
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famish you with true accounts. Carelessness and indiffer- 
ence are contrary to the way of kingship and sovereignty. 
(Now) you should appoint new reporters and give them 
warning and punish the former ones. Prepare an army to 
extirpate these ruffians and to free the royal road from the 
machinations of these loafers. How long will )7ou allow 
this shameful mismanagement to go on ? (Couplet) “ I 
don^t ask you either to suffer a loss or to gain an advant« 
age. O' You! who are losing an opportunity, whatever 
you want to do, do It soon (i.e. don’t lose the opportunity 
of doing a thing).” May you be happy- 


LETTER XXr. 


Dear and glorious son, a white water pot, of Chinese 
make and of good material, which is now very rare, and a 
* kachakrA chair, were presented to me. I have sent these 
two things to (you), my dear son. You should thank me 
for these two rarities ; and, in return for these, send me a 


United Provinces, -where Shuja -was deCcatcd by Raja Jai Singh who was 
sent by Uara against him, in 1659. There is a third town oC the same name 
in Gujarat near Baroda. 


3, /.c, Aurungabad, a town in II.H. the Nimm’s dominion, founded in 
idio by Malik Ambar of the Deccan. Its original name was Kbirkee, When 
for the second time Aurungzebe was vic<Mroy of the Deccan he called it Au- 
rangabad (Anrungjsebe’a City) after his own name and made it the seat ot his 
government. 1650. It IfK means * (of) a hftjipy foundation#’ 


4. The word for meircliants in the Persian text is ^beparian \ an twcfiaii 
term, a Per^. e^juivalent for which is * saudagaran.’ 

'5# ile. Akbar) has appointed lourtcen aealous’, ea^perienc- 

ed, and iinpa,r|ial two of whom do daily duty in rotation, so that the 
turn of eac|3t,,cqiiae&' aftir a fortnight* Their d^uty is to write down the , 

I q,hd the doings wh%^eW*;l|ie heads of the dei^tmenfs, 

; ',Ain‘r|-Akbafi.^ , m ''tljiA ' ^ 

; the :l^al(hahis dMheS'tIbalii.'dhed 



f} ihe ' 4me , ^ 1 ! ^ 3^ 


aNI J* I 
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basket full of mangoes,^ without minding what has already 
happened. 


LETTER XXII. 

Exalted son, I remember that one day I paid a visit to 
Miydn Afadtil Latif^ — may his tomb be sanctified. During 
the conversation, I said, “ If you permit me I will fix (the 
income of) some villages of the Kahark^n^ district for 
(defraying) the expenses of the monastery ”, He recited, 
with his holy tongue, these two hemestichs ; “ I am placed 
under an obligation when the king grants me villages ; but 
I am not under an obligation when God gives me food 
I replied, “ It is so ; but 1 join the service of the mendi- 
cants and pious men, for the good and welfare of this world, 
for my own happiness, and for the fulfilment of (my) prayer , 
for the increase of happiness and fortune, and not for putt- 
ing them under any obligation ”. The Miydn said, “ Truly, 
the intention of the mind is good, if it is from the very 
bottom of the heart. Receive only half of the revenue 
which you now obtain from your subjects (peasants) and 
take less than even half from the hard-working and helpless 
peasants.'* Fix monthly allowances on the mandicants, 
who put faith in God, who do not beg, and live in deseria* 
Administer justice (carefully) to the oppressed in such a 
way that no one will be deprived of his^right. ' Don’t allow 
the weak, to be oppressed by the tyrants. (Then) you will 


U Sheikh Abdwl Latif, a Mohemadan saint of Burhanpur, whb lived In 
the time of Auttingzehe. He was a contemporary of Sheikh Blii^hatti th<^ 
founder of Bufhanphr* Aumngzebe had great faith in him. He wa$ a strict' 
fnllower of Islam and did not Hke music like the emperor. Sheikh Burhan 
ura$ very proud of him and used to that he thai^ked Gdd th^it fhis icon- 
temjpotiary was so pious a»id religious, *Mtyan.* is a fkle nf 

respect generally applied to ’thefMotonadansv^ * Ci Let* 

3. ^ Le* Khhargaon^jLsf, a'^own,and .disitricfc 

hudda and the TapL about Nt of Burhanpttrr / 
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see increase in your happiness Immediately these words 
of the Miydn reminded me of the complaints of the inhabi* 
tants of Chakleh K-ard,^ and so involuntarily I wrote this 
letter to you. May you be happy. 


T704. LETTER XX!!!.! 

Exalted son, the artillery and palace superintendent*-^ 
has been appointed (by you) the police officer of Navdh® of 
Ahmeddbdd.'*- He appoints his vulture-like (i.e. bribe-receiv- 
ing) relatives and friends to ‘ patelships The complainants 
against the power of the above-mentioned superintendent 
do not get admittance into your court. Robbers and vaga- 


•5. Aurunjjjjsebe seems to have approved of and acted according to the 
advice given by the Miyan. ' 


4. a Let XIV. 


I, This letter is a further evidence of Aurung5?ebe’s sense of justice to- 
Wi^rds his subjects and his care for their welfare. “ On another day of the 
week ho (Aurungssebe) devotes two hours to hear in private the petitions of 
ten persons, selected from the lower orders, and presented to the king by a 
good and rich old man. Nor does he fail to attend the justice chamber, 
called * adalat khaneh % on another day of the week, attended by the two 
principal cadis, or chief justices. It is evident, therefore, that barbarous as 
we are apt to consider the sovereigns of Asia, they are not always unmindful 
of the justice that is due to their subjects Bernier, 

He (Aurungisebe) appears two or three times everyday in his court of 
audieuce with a pleasing countenance and mild look, to dispense justice to 
complainants who come !!f numbers without any hindrance, and as he listens 
them with great attention, they make their representations without any fear 
or hesitation, and obtain redress from his impartiality (Mir-At-i-Alam). 

Kha^ iChan says that Aurungjsebe was a very just king, ^ 


a, Aman Allah Beg* Cf* Let* XXXYII. 

3* Fossitily it might be Navanagar, a town in Kathiawar, annexed^ fa, 
(Juiamt by Katbilditt, vicriroy of Gujarat, and reamed Islamabad, " 

Adifitirktisind^ fer^e 'town in GdjaW. ' This city stands 
I 'and Wnsf fon«i,de 4 i4fo by Ahmed Shah I of iQujirat; ^ It 

ihf Jdoh^mndnn''!kings p'f ' Af tet^WArdi it, . 

it §' A,oipAt«^' ''dl' 
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bonds have become the companions of his son^ii-law who' 
afflict God’s people (our subjects). I wonder what answer 
we shall give on the day of judgment^* The Holy and 
High God is just. If we appoint a tyrant (to a post), every 
act of oppression perpetrated by the oppressor appointed 
by us is just. It is we who allow oppression by giving 
power to tyrants and withholding justice from the oppress- 
ed. (Couplet) ‘‘ Wh^at grows from wheat, and barley, 
from barley ; don’t be indifferent about the reward of (your) 
action (f.e* as you sow, so shall you reap),’^ 


LETTER XXIV. 

Exalted son, how long will the old lady like Zdhedeh 
Bdnti^ remain in a miserable plight ? She has a claim on 
you and me. Her grandsons suffered punishment for their 
actions. Her rights should not be disregarded. You 
will remember how one day when the elephant of. 


“ The latter Ahmedabad) is a noble city in a high state of| pro- 
sperity. For the pleasantness of its climate ant! its display of the choicest 
productions of the whole globe if is almost unrivalled. It has two forts, 
The^dty conlhins looo stone ‘mosques, each having two minarets and rare 
inSdriptions Ain-i-Akbari* 

The Mohemadan historians, especially of Gujarat, call it ‘The Orna- 
ment of Cities % 


, 5, Headships of villages* The word in the teatf is ‘ thanejat an Indian ’ 
word with the Persian plural. ‘ Thana * dr * ihaneh ’ literally medns a gard-^ 
son Bat tt also means the ‘military post at which the inferior revenue', 
oflioers are stationed to protect the country, aid the police, and collect the . 
revenue; “Miether the' station be a fort Or an open Village.’ ! . 

'I 'll ' ' *■ ' i' 1 jl ' ' !• I ' , ^ V 

6. reveal. Iitmticlf' as a <3od-teing and rdigioit. I'wiijn'I' ' 

QE Ut, xprm. {&xtetxi^h9 wasi afPnrtfon fo , religious' vioyrs ' 

,hl« -SugUsh' oqhfom|r6'Tary.'' ' 







Fillch Jang made an alUick upon jou, Mir Badhfi"‘ 

displayed bravery like Rustam‘S. He restrained the elephant 
from fury* (But) he did not accept a robe of honour granted 
by me (and said), I have done my duty as a man born in 
this house ; and why should I accept wages (i*e- the robe of 
honour) for this ? For the sake of God and for my sake, 
eradicate the old (feeling of) revenge from (your) heart. 
Favour this old lady who has no kind man except you to 
shew kindness (to her). (Couplet) Increase your kindness 
to the old members of your family, because those favoured 
by you will never prove faithless.*’ 

LETTER XXV. 

Exalted son, the letter of A’atimad Khan* is not a re- 
velation that it should be acted upon per force. After the 
necessary inquiry an order will be issued. 


LETTER XXVL 


Exalted son, one day Sa’ad AlIAh KhAn^ came late in 
His Majesty (ShAh JehAn)’s presence. H. M* asked the 
cause* He replied, I was reading some passages from a 
book and copying them down in order to shew them to 
Your Majesty. (They are here, as follow). * The stability 
of the foundation of sovereignty depends upon justice. A 
kingdom and property increase through bravery and cha- 


3. A son of Zahedeh Batiu. Gf. Lot. XLV. This event (16^4) 
txoned by the author of MKasl]r 4 «*Alamgm. But ho docs not mention the 
nimo of Mir Badhu who saved the life of A^azam. 1 , , v 

, 4, A famous hero of ancient Persia, well known for his csstraordilnity 
S<;rengt|^. ,, He performed seven oxpl^oxts in one ol which he fought with the 
' White l)e^Uou aud Unknowingly he fought with his owU 

_ ^SohrUb »ud;rkmed hint. lie A son of ZaU Kakhsh was ' his favotll^te’' 

:KSs%ht with the Persian Aafendw'.lS'.* 
,'^1iis^tl|kno\yh*,'. He,n3iay'b,o with 'the Greek He«tb)(e»mnd\the!M 

' utt^ed'.by '.I^CicUboHf 
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rity*^ You should keep company with the wise and the 
learned and avoid the company of fools. It is a sign of 
wisdom to act according to one’s conviction and to remain 
firm in the midst of hardships. You should not be deficient 
in worldly affairs (or duties) and should be pleased with 
your contrivance. One should thank God for the destiny 
of the permanency of his family. Shew mercy to the 
orphans. If you desire that you should never be in need, 
fulfil the desires of the needy. The execution of state 
affairs depends upon the advice and counsel of ministers. 
Conquest and victory depend upon the blessings of the 
mendicants. If you want to have sound health, pray (to 
God) for the remedying of the diseases of the sick. If you 
wish to have forgiveness for your crimes from God, first 
pardon the crimes of other criminals His Majesty was 
was much pleased and kissed the forehead of the deceased 
Khan. At the end of the day (i.c, in evening) he presented 
the above-mentioned Khan some MahmUdi’"^ bundles, em-* 
broidered in gold and of one colour. I thought that 1 
should not enjoy the benefit of these maxims alone, conse'* 
.quently I wrote these things for my dear son. May the 
'grace of God be with your actions in order to enable ypu 
to follow these instructions* 

*695 he was ordered Aurwttgjscbe to join Saiyad Janjirii 

and to attack and capture Bombay, a fort ol the En^^lish who had plunder- 
ed the royal ship * Ganj Sivai * near Surat* mcauwliilc the English 
made humiliating terms with the emperor end thus Bombay was saved, 
Afterwirds the Khan was made ‘divan’ (minister) of Ahmeddbad. lie 
had a brother named Aka Mahammad Z&tmiu who quarrelled wi^h him and 
never saw, the 'face of his brother A’dtimad Khan till hts death. He dited' 
in, 169$ ; and his son Muhammad MCihsin Was made minister (ol Ahmed* 

^ abad). ^ Hisiotiginal name was A^nanarKhan end he wits honoured tv^th'tjhe 
title of A’atimad Khan m 1690. C. f. Let. XLT/. 
i:. :c.f.'LeUXV,XKXIVand'CUV. 

,tt is d general belief that Qod itJorcaeos Olio’s wealth gtv^ 

nwajr',in:«'and'moxeof kinch 

'3.^ AkittdoUlOth'introdttceibyMahinud'blQh^^^^^^ The'^tiffora- 

^''Jtakeh’, ;, 'i ’ . . > ' . ' ' ’i,‘ ‘ ' 
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Lt rXER XXVJi. 

Happy son, Mahammad A^azam, may God protect 
and save you. It seems that the son of the superintendent 
of your palace gambles in the drummery.^ Alas ! alas ! 
notwithstanding your claim to sovereignty (after my death) 
you shew so much indifference and carelessness/-^ Why do 
the reporters^ not supply you with information ? They 
must be screening their friend (the son of the superinten- 
dent). Appoint new reporters and warn them against this. 

LETTER XXVIIL^ 

Exalted son, it seems that you passed one month in 
shooting cranes near the river Tal.*^ Though hunting'"'* is 

1, The word iu the text is ‘ Nukar khanch’, .in Indian form. It is 
the place where a drum U beaten five timcb a da), Cf. Let. XII. n. 8. 
‘‘Formerly the band played four ‘gharis’ Ichogadias) before the commencement 
of the night, and Ukewiae four ‘gharis* before da> break ; now they play 
iirbt at midnighf, when the sun commences hih ascent, luid the second time 
atdaMn”, Aln-I-Akbari. 

2, Here Aurungicebc seems to consider A W.<uu his successor though he 
was his third son. I le loved him mure than his other sons, and therefore he 
seems to entertain this desire. Cl. Let. XLI and LXVIL 

3, The word for reporters in the text is *haikarha% an Indian word. 

It originally means men employed by merchants for supplying them with 
information ; then, it came to mean spies. Here it is u«cd for reporters. 

Aurwngxebo appointed gppfficial reporters who iufotined him of all ihiU 
wont pn in the most distant as well as the nearest districts and who were 
a check upon the local olficials”, “It is true that the Great Mogul sends 
♦Vakea Navis* , to the varions provinces ; that is, persons w^ose business 
It h to communicate every event that takea place j but there is generally 
a disgtacefttl epUnsioh between these officers and the governor, so that 
tfieir presence seldom restrains the tyranny exercised over the tmhapt^ 
peo|fl«’** Berhii. 

',.1,^ From an idle nature and did 

aw* Ct' Cel, SII Si OYI. 

lift !Si)t|b' st{»d WW w Ml,' ^ 

al^aWi'P^ ,• . I , ' , ' •' ’ 

ft. fiyiKi'ltii, 

*1..' '.i'. ' . ' 



an occupation which gives pleasure and delicious food, yet 
it Is more pleasant when indulged in after being disengaged 
from the execution of important affairs, to do which is your 
bounden duty ; chiefly (after being disengaged from) per- 
lorming the rights of sovereignty, which, according to 
religion and custom, should be done properly. The res- 
ponsibilities of these (rights of sovereignty) are enjoined by 
reliable traditions, well-known histories and other works. 
They should be given priority to all other duties. If you 
are convinced of the execution of the affairs of one district, 
why don^t you engage yourself In the management of the 
affairs of Kbin Jehan, *Vakel Khan, Shuja’at Khan, and 
Muhammad Beg ; ^ You (like) the pleasure of game while 
I enjoy myself in conquering fortresses and subduing rebels. 
Alas I what will be your position in this life and in the life 
after ? (Couplet) There are many who advise others, 
in this world ; but there arc very few who advise them- 
selvcs.’^ Life passes away in vain and we can do nothing. 
What answer shall we give to God after death ? (Verse) 
‘*0 God I have mercy upon our condition*” 


This i>ho\vi> that Aurunijjiubc used {o uitcrlcrc ui the aU<*irh oi iiis> 
ollicers and subox dinates through suspiwioii and distrust. 

Khan Jehan Bahadur Xafar Tang KokaltasU, a foster-brother oT Aurung-^ebe 
and a great nobleman in the imperial court, his oxigfflil name being Mir Malik 
Husain. In 1673 he was sent to the Deccan us governor. I le began to rebuild 
the fortress of Surat against Shivdji. He was sent against Abul Hasan, last 
king of Golconda. In 1674 Anrung^sebo raised him from the raxik of 700 horse 
to that of 7000 and confeircd upon him the title of Khan Jehan Bahadur 
^afar Jang. In iOqi ho was appointed governor of Allahabad. In the 
mmo year he was made governor of the Punjab, lie died in 1697, 
Aui’ung/ebe was greatly offended with him foi his inactivity and failure m 
war. He took pan in the Deccan War. Uc seems to be the author of 
‘TarikU-i-Assam* (History of Assam). Mfe did not like much talking.* Jle 
often received bribes from the Mahrattas. Cf. Let. XCH, CXXVII and 
CXXXIV. For A*akcl Khan, Cf. Let. CLXVII j for Shuja’at Khan, Cf. 
Ui, eXVH; and for Mithammad Beg, Cf. Ut. XXXTI. 

5. Ch Let XXIIL 



r.ETTER XXIX. 

Exalted son, though the young son (A’azam) does not 
love the old father, the old father loves the young son. 
(Verse) , “ Come, and remove the mountain of grief (i.e., ex- 
cessive grief) from our hearts.’^ 


LETTER XXX. 

Exalted son, Muhammad Anwar the merchant has no 
ability to manage the affairs of the sea-ports of AsU. 
From this it appears that notwithstanding (your) perfect 
wisdom, sagacity, and deep consideration, you have 
appointed a thief to keep watch (which is absurd). You 
should not issue such a foolish order in future. 

170.1. LETTER XXXI. 

Exalted son, the town of Dfihad,^ situated in a district 
of Gujanit, is the birthplace of this sinner, full of sins 
Aurungzebe himself). You should learn to shew proper 
kindness to the inhabitants of this town.'-* You should 
shew favour to Pir Mankhf'i,*' who has been the police 
officer of this town for a long time, and should keep him in 
his own post. For Pir Mankhsi’s sake, yon should not listen 
to the slander of the selfish, for whom it may be said that 
‘ in their heart there is a disease (of hypocrisy) which God 
increases,’ * (Verse) “ A king must possess one general 
eye for shewing fanour to the weak, and one special eye 
for shewing favour to some favourites (;.«,, a king should 
shew his kindness and favour, generally to the weak and 
especially to his favourites).” 

I, Or Dahod, a town in Gujarat, between liaroda and Ujjaiii, on the 
borders of Gujarat and Malva, birthplace oi Aurungrebe. Cl. Let. 
LVIII. Aurungstebe was born here (1618) when aiah Jehan, his lallier, was 
jfovernor oil the Deccan, intltc time of Jchangir. The date ol his birth 
may be found from the Persian phrase *Aftab-i-Alamtab' (the worliLshinini! 
sun), ». «. logS A, II., i. e. j6i8 A, D, 

a. Here Aurungzebe seems to shew his narrow-mindedness, ' 

3. Cf. Let. LVIII. 

4, A passage in the Koran ft.bonf hvpocrisy, 



T7o^. LETTER XXXIf. 

Exalted son, Muhammad Beg, ^ your servant, deserted 
and went over to the misled and miserable enemy. It is 
said about him that he has been descended from the tribe 
of Mu’atemad Khiin,- the minister of the Deccan. He 
(Muhammad Beg) was your minister and private secretary. 
Undoubtedly the new servants bore malice and spite against 
the old one (i\e , Muhammad Beg). You should recall this de- 
serter and send him to me. The bad property should be at- 
tached to the beard of its master (f.e,, Muhammad Beg should 
be surrendered to me). Otherwise you should write (to me) 
that after being informed of his condition, he may be 
called. 


170^. LETTER XXXIIL 

Exalted son, the bones of ShujYi’at Khan Muhammad 
Beg"* are not yet rotten (/ e , he died only a short xvhile 
ago). The rights of Shuja’at Khiln’s service should not he 
overlooked. He has two survivors, two sons-in-law and 
one adopted son.- Why have you dismissed these heirs of 
Shujii'at Khiin for (their) slight offence, the truth or untruth 
of which is known to God (alone) ? To dismiss a Mohema- 


I. Muhdininad Be|j Khan of Ahmeclabad, a j»eneral of Aurungzebe. Ue 
led llie royal army at Almiedabad against the Mahrattas near the Narbada, 
1703. The KoHs of Gujarat assisted him in this enterprise. The Mahrattas 
were defeated and fled avay. Afterwards the imperial army was surprised 
by ihife Mahrattas and many were killed. In 16^15 he was superintendent of 
Surat. In i6p8 he was governor of Sorath* 

In 1670 he was appointed fortress-keeper of Akabarabad. In 
be died at Gwalior. There was another man, called Deev Afghan, son of 
l>i,anat Khan, who. was also honoured with this title of Mu’atemad Khan in 
x 68 i and was made in the same year superintendent of the branding 
department. lie died in t 6 gx, 
u Cf. Let CKVir. 

Cf, Lt^t XXXVin and CXXVHI. 



dan for the sake of a Hindu is an mireasonnhle act.^ 


LETTER XXXIV. 

Exalted son, Mandeswar, the greatest district of the 
province of Mfilva, has been granted to you as a ‘ jAghir/ ^ 
In former times Sar Buland Khan,*^ Hasan Ali KhAn,‘* and a 
great officer like Na\sizesh Khan-i-Rumi, had been appointed 
police officers of this district. This light of my eyes (f.e., 
my dear son) should send there an intelligent, honest, and 
brave officer. One day it was said in the presence of His 
Majesty (Shah Jehan) that the splendour of the house, the 
increase of property, and the prosperity of the ‘ jaghir " 
districts, of Sa'ad Allah Khiin depended upon ( the 
management of) Abdul Nabi, his secretary, and that th^ 
Khiin himself spent his time zealously in the (discharge of) 
state affairs. Once, His Majesty, by way of suggestion, 
told him, ‘‘ I have heard liiat you possess the philosopher’s 

3. Thi’? bhews Aui uni>/cbe’s paitiality for hi'» (^o-reHgioaibfcs and 
antipathy to the flindus, aiul furtlui prov<**5 that he was not of a cathoHo 
mind. Aunmi^zebe removed (apahU* Ifindu oliicials, unlike Akbar, 
from the Ktate '’.etvice and loplicevl infeiior Mnsllmb in their places. 
Khuli Khan states “m his hislmv that Annuttj/ebe, in isisued orders to 
v,mou*« governors of the empire to the eliect that Ihe Ilindws should be 
dismissed from government service and be replaced by the Mohemadans ; but 
the Older was not properly carried into effect. 

I* “ The king, us propiictor ol the land, males over a certain quantity 
to military men, as an equivalent for iheir pa> ; und this grant is called 
^jaglur\ or, as in Tuikey, *timar’ ; the wortl *jaghir’, signifying the fr0nt 
which iu dntyt\ oi the piSce of salaiy. Similar grants tire made to governors, 
in lieu of theii salary, and also for the support of their troops, on condition 
that they pay a certain sum annually to the king out of any surplus revenue 
that the land may yield”, bernler. 

a. He was appointed governor of Akbarabad in Afterwards he 

was made Mir i?akha‘^hi. In 1678 be was entitled Safi Khan. He died in 
Jt68o, Aurungijche was very sorry to lose the services of such an honest and 
sincere ofticer. 

3. Saiyad Hasan All Khan, son of Saiyad AbdUlU Khan Bareh. He 
was ‘ faujdur * of Hoshangahad and of Nadarbdr. In t 6 $t he was honoured 
with the title of Hahddur Alamgir Shuhi for displaying bravery during the 
war with the Rami of UdepHr, Then he wns sent to Mandeswar, He {lied 
in 1687* He was very brave, hone&t and sincete, 

4. Cf. UU XV. 




stone. (I hope) yon will present it to me.” He replied, 
“ I possess one Abdtil Nabi) in the form of a man and 
which has the quality of producing gold.” Hi.s Majesty 
thanked God and spoke sweetly, “ I praise you for this 
quality of yours (and) give away his services to you. An 
intelligent, honest. God-fearing, and well-behaving man is 
rare. (Couplet) ‘ Human beings are found everywhere ‘in 
this world, but their essence (».r., honesty) is found 
rarely.* The above-mentioned Khdn bowed down to His 
Majesty. 


LETTER XXXV. 

Exalted son, I have come to know about the occupation 
and action of the manager of the district of your ‘ jAghir ’ 
from the letter sent by the reporter. Why are you careless 
about the day of judgment (Verse) “ Alas ! alas ! justice 
from the hand of negligence.” 


1704. LETTER XXXVL 

Exalted son, I knew you to be (a man) of great sense 
aftd of good disposition in everything. (Verse) May God 
protect your handsome face from an evil eye.” It is strange 
that you have dismissed Muhammad ]^g Khdn ^ and given 
the ‘ faujddrship of Sorath ® to Sheer AndAz Khdn. The 
results of personal and able affairs of mankind are clear. 
(Verse) fThe outward appearance of a man is a mirror for 
his heartl(z.e., the character of a man can be judged from 
his outward appearance).” I Here in Sorath KtitbiSdin,'* the 


s. Cf. Let. XV. 

T. Cf. Ut. XXIII. 
i. Cf. Let. XXXtI. 

3. Cf. Let. XIX. 

3, Cf. Let. XI.\. 

4, Kotbridin L'lietiliffi Tiw appiJifiletl ijovemnr nf Snralh in 1650, Jn 



noble ‘ Panj'-Hazan,’ had been appointed, 1 won t take 
any objection if you appoint Saiyad Kaimil ’* and Saiyad 
Mtimd, who are honoured and respected, in this province, 
to some extent. Under any circumstance, the ‘ faujdarship ’ 
of the above province, together with districts connected 
with this province, are given to you in *jaghir.’ You 
shfuld appoint over them a faithful servant whom you 
consider worthj^ (of the post). If Aman Allah Beg and 
Bahadur Beg Shervani can induce themselves to be away 
from you, apparently you will entrust them with the 
* faujdari \ Honesty and ability play the greatest part in 
the management of political and financial aHairs. The unfit 
and selfish are many ; while the worthy and true are very 
few. His Majesty, having his abode in heaven (ue., Akbar, 
Aurungzebe^s great grandfather), had ( many ) faithful 
servants. He entrusted them with (the work of gaining) 
successive victories and (of performing) many affairs. And 
in the time of His Majesty (Shilh Jeluin) there came for- 
ward many brave and faithful servants, well-behaving 
officers, and able secretaries. Notwithstanding so many 
faithful servants, His Majesty, with his holy personality, 
looked after the transaction of (state) affairs very carefully. 
I remember that when His Majesty sent Munid Baklisha * 
to Balkh in order to conquer the provinces of our ancestors, 
an army registrar was wanted* T wenty persons, employed 
or unemployed (in the state), applied for this post. Now 


x 663 he ivas teiwporariiy appointed viceroy of GujaraU lu lOOj he annexed, 
Navanagar to Gujarat and natued it lelamna^ar* 

5, The son of Saiyad Kamil j he was made the foi l-kecper of SadtA (in 
Gujarat) in 1674. 

6. Cf. Let, XXm and XXXVIL 

7, Of. Let. f. 

8. Tt is strange that Attruugzcbt^ cannot find a single true, honest or 

able man in his service. Perhaps it h owing to his inauspicious ahd distrustful 
uatute. Ct Let. XV and XXVUL Though complained of the 
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1 want a true and able xiian for the ministership of Bengal ; 
but I find none.^ Alas ! alas ! for the rarity of useful men. 


1704. LETTER XXXVII. 

Exalted son, notwithstanding your good intention^ 
why are you indifferent to the actions (ic., tyranny) of 
oppressors and to the infliction of punishment on those 
misled people (tyrants) ? Everyday in the districts of 
Hijipur,^ Miyjinpiar,**^ and other police stations, strife and 
quarrel, oppression and tyranny, take place. The Kolis*' 
plunder (the town of) Mairganj,'^ situated close to the 
(quarters of the royal) army. They bind the inhabitants of 
the town and the poor travellers and carry them away. 
You have appointed Amau Allah Beg^, the superintendent 
of the artillery and of the palace, the police officer of 
NavAh^. He gave ^patelships to bis dishonest and cor- 
rupt relatives. The oppressed ^ cannot complain to you 
against his power. Alas ! alas ! jl'imc passes away like a 
sword (x.c., swiftly) ; and the reproach of the people of 
th^ world and the fear of the Glorious and High God arc 
removed from the heart. \ The ‘ faujdarship ’ should be 


starul> ol boncht men in lils» u)urt Jhere wcu* nuuiv UoncM men alrcath 
bcrvin^ uiulci him, buUi a*?, Kt/.cl klhiu, Am, 'mat Khan, MuaI Yar All, 
Mwlianuuad Yar Khan, Shuja’ut Khan, and othern. 

1. A diaUict in Gujarat. 

а. Another district in Gujauit* 

3. A low class aboriginal tnbu of Gujarat- The Coolk or Kolis aic 
“ the greatest robbers and altogether the most unprincipled people in Iltn* 
dofetan.’* (Bernier). But they are not so now. It was to a nuu belonging 
to this tribe, named Kanji Koli of Kadi, that JHira fled and from whom he 
souglit protection. 1659, 

4. A town in Gujarat. 

5. Cf. Let. XXHI and XXW I. 

б. Ch La. XX in 
CL La XXllL 
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and appoint him to the post. I, with a wounded heart, 
insensible, and needy, always seek for honest human beings. 
These honest people fall under the category of the phoenix^ 
(».«., like the phoenix, they are known by their names opiy, 
but never seen in the world ; he., honest people are not to 
be found in this world).^ A philosopher was asked “What’s 
the medicine for the disease of selfishness?” He replied. 
Selfishness Is an innate quality ; which gives a polish to 
the deep and careful attention of the master, so that the 
servant may not remain needy in any way and his essence 
(i.e., honesty) may be bright and shining under any cir- 
cumstance and its purity may not be destroyed by the rust 
of need,” 


LETTER XL. 

Exalted son, robbers are practising their profession 
often from ChamArktindeh to K&dlriibiid.'' Very few travel- 
lers traverse the road in safety. Most probably there 
must be some cause for this. A word to the wise is suffi- 
cient. You receive news soon whether from a distance or 
from near. For the bad plight, why' don’t you think of the 
day of Judgment ? Attention with regard to the end of our 
life must be paid just now. It is just to favour a good ser- 
vant for his distinction (in service) and t« punish a bad one 
for his bad action. 0 As you sow, so shall you reap. I am 
anxiously waiting for your reply. A tyiant asked for 
blessings for himself from a holy man. He replied, “ Re- 
garding the oppressors themselves they have no e 0 ect 0 
blessings but giving justice to the oppressed (he,, the only 
way for t^ants to enjoy the effect of blessings is to ceitKe 
^'opi>ressing''tl^e;.pe'pple).” ' ' i * 

. ' I " — 1- ^ 1....! .'l — 4 II - I f ^■■■■1 rrr i - ii .|iiu ' 

^ A kttown by warn© but.«evtr fomd tli© 
k 4i®iriye4' from 

W '/ , „ , ' ■ ' ' > ’ 
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LETTER XLI. 

Exalted and dear son, I was pleased with some pass* 
ages in the diary of His Majesty Shah Jehiin). For my 
lave to you, I have written them Involuntarily to my dear 
son, so that I myself do not enjoy their benefit alone. (The 
passages are as follow). ‘ Some actions are the best : riot 
to countenance a bad man ; not to disappoint a man by the 
non-fulfilment of his desire ; not to afflict a man of a gobd 
temperament ; not to beg notwithstanding extreme need ; 
to keep company with the pious ; to search for the worthy 
and the able ; to avoid the company of fools ; to give the 
deserving, as much as you can, before they ask for it ; to 
honour the learned ; to spend one’s time in justice (or in 
work) ; not to pay attention to the doctrijnes of the sacri* 
legious ; not to be unconscious of the condition of the 
faithful agents ; to derive benefit from the company of the 
holy who are strangers in this world ; to encourage those 
who do good for the affairs of this and the next world 

In this age also there are many good men ; but where 
are those who search for such good men and encourage them 
by their favour Evidently, the succeeding generation will 
be worse. (Verse) “ I am anxious about the conditido of 
the times j because, may God forbid, there will be worse 
times than this You, who have an intention of (sucd^ed* 
ittg to) sovereignty (after me), 2 should' desire, search for* 
employ, and favour (such good men). 

, LETTER XLIT. 

Exalted son, I liked very much * Gulshan-raw^n .tjie 
fat horse you have sent me for riding. He has ft 
gait, a iriftne, a fine form and all the equestrian quaUtifts* 
•You are -much pleased with often ridirig on ‘ and 

* Kw J «„>!>, 

jyood aw(l V' ’ ' 

ChiM^XUnir^ 
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‘ Chawd-chandan ' (two horses). I send you a Turkey 
horse, called ‘ Khtish-khardm ’ and ‘ Sabd-raftd * (another 
horse), presented to me by AmAnat Khdn’^, and trained 
under the supervision of Alldh Ydr Khan. But the miser 
head groom sheds tears (and says) “ Why does Your Majes- 
ty give away (such) fine horses ” ? Notwithstanding, I 
will send them to you. 


1700. LETTER XLIII. 


Exalted son, you must have learnt, from the letter of 
the agent and the reports of the spies, the details of hard- 
ships in the invasion of the Ghauts.^ The Mohemadans 
and the army had to undergo worse conditions and unbear- 
able toils. God be thanked that the calamities of this 
invasion came entirely to an end and were compensated 
for by victory and success. Though such hardships are 
said to be caused by the sins of mankind, yet the action 
the governor has a great effect upon the good and evil of 
|>eopie. The action of the governor suggests misery or 
misfprtune on this poor and useless person (i.c., Aurungaebe 
Idmself). The fortress of SattArA^ is now called (b^ me) 

• A’aaam-tAra (and given to you). You should issue an order 
^at the drum of victory will be beaten in your ow;ft name. 


w 




Alia® Saiyad Ahamad, was lionoiarad with the title of' * EJbJm ’ ^ ija 
x 0 jroaitd appointed minister of Bengal* In 3:^76 he was made fort^keeper of 
, ^tenvards he became superin iendent of Surat* lie died in 169$* 
cfeUiiXxy. .. , ■ , ' 

X* A;nfrdian word for mountains* Ci the Easlent Ohauts , and tho 
Westfrd of the Dec, can* ** The tmi range of hllle accpipijpatdas ■ 

tl^esea coast, %d always itt'iight’ of ft 'from (Jape Comorin; to Damiitt|\ia 

/ ' daUod' the Indiana word i^Wph filgnxhes ^ * 

* a \ to * a ford -• 

, .1* . * L .. . I A * jt <4 j', # . ' ’ '1 ' '' '1 I ' 

,4 

\ I 


wesxeni'.vaaixtl ar® meant- ; , i,, , ' 



You may remember the words uttered by you in your 
childhood, ‘‘ BAbAJi, dh^n, dh^n The fortress of 
Barndld^ is now called (by me) Naval-t&rA. Ask for the 
details of my expedition from your slave-girls. 


1704. LETTER XLIV.-^ 

Exalted son, you have seen the dervish, Mir Ajrafa, In 
AhmedAb&d. Of course, you should* again go to him and 
present him compliments from me who am ashamed of 
departing for the next world and who desire the pleasures 
of this world. You should request him to pray for our 
happiness and for the safety of our religion. Tell him that 
I am approaching death and have been far from good ac- 
tions. (Tell him further that) the life of this negligent 

Mohemadan ones through his fanaticism. Cf. Let. XL Sattara literally 
'means a good or bright star. At first, Sattara belonged to Bijapur ; but was 
aftcr^vards taken by Shivaji. It was the capital of the Mahratt^ 

Empire for a long time before Poona. Sattara was besieged in 1^99 by 
Tarbiat Khan, Rnh Allah Khan the Second and Fateh Allah Khan* It was 
dcfcijded by Pry^ji PurToe. Alter a long and continued siege it fell ’ before 
the iihperial army, 1700. Khafi Khan gives a long and detailed'accfOnut of 
ihe sl«^. A poet speaks of Sattara as ** B£la-i-sara$h aeh atnnan^l, Tiben- 
.deh sitteh bGlandi (nr. the height of its top, through exquisiteneas,— 
membifes-^the exalted bright star). It was a strong and important fortress. 

“ ^It was the depository aud refuge of much opulerfe and treasure*’ It was a 
slate prison of the Adil Shahi dynasty. Afterwards it became the state 
prison 1>I the Mshrattas. 

3. A Hindustani phrase for ■* Papa, (the drum produces thesound) dhun, 
dhun L * Lhutt ’ is an onomatopoetic word repeated twice. It ii the* sound 
produced by ^ drum, while being beaten. 

' 4^ Paruak, a' ioy^n and fort in the I!>eccan, near Kolapur, toubi^ly it 

belonged to Bijapur y but was afterwards taken by Shivaji by 
'"' 31 ^ 5 ^ He^e.Hustam^Khahf^a Bijapuri general, was defeated^ by in 

'' '4660i ‘ It was taken by but wi^e again captained by' 'I'ldahjraifctas^ 

*693. 1 Afterwardrit was retakph by the Moguls , 

'JChan !)(,'_ was, nameA;'!^' Atman|^1be/«‘% ; 

I* Here 0I; ‘ the '|M>s land, ter.Wm' , 

'iduring his youth,' jV'II.'.,, 



person (i.e., Aurungzebe) has been passed in vain and the 
remaining portion of it will also be passed without any 
fruit ; (and that) death approaches while salvation recedes. 
(Versg)'*‘ Whatever I have done, even a blind man cannot 
do ; I have lost God in this world I did not remember 
God in this world).” 


LETTER XLV. 


Exalted son, the misbehaviour and impudent conduct 
of Mir Badhu,^ (your) foster brother (towards you), have 
been fully laid bare to me by the reports of your expedition. 
The (following) couplet of ‘ the Spiritual Leader ‘ ® applies 
to his case. (Couplet) “ The favours of God treat you 
mildly ; but if you go beyond (the mild treatment) you are 
disgraced (or punished by Him) Youthoi^ht it neces* 
sary to reproach and to disgrace him, because be boasts 
the claims of his old mother.^ (But) he does not know the 
(following) words of Sa’adi.'’’ (Couplet) “Don’t put the 
king, whom you serve, mrder any obligation ; know that it 
is you who are obliged by the king by his living service to 
you.” Any how the Obliging King God) has endowed 
men with wisdom and (other) good qualities. It is better 
if you follow my advice and forgive him this fault ; because, 
(verse), * Criminals aj,c worthy of favour.’ 


't; Cf,ut,xxiv. 

3, Maaidn^ JalsU»ud>Bis Roumi, a great Sufi poet of 

Penle, known for ‘Mosoavi’ writing. He was bom at Baikh in 
1S07 anMlw in X173. , He was also af metaphysician. Cf.Let. JhlV> 

. Cf. Let. XXiV. " 

Another groat Persian poet, chiefly known for ‘Gbaaal’ writing., , 
^ ,is' sonsUln'efl to t« 'the great moral teacher of, PaTHa. ' He was bom nt ' 
died'in.iapa.' ' At,i^r»t he served as .a^^soldier.l 
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LETTER XL VI. 

Exalted son, His Majesty (Shah Jehan) asked Sa ad 
AMh Khan,^ “ What are the means of satisfying the Crea- 
tor and what are the good fruits of our life ? ” He replied, 
“ Justice and charity with which God has endowed your 
most holy person*” A person said to the qualified KhAn in 
a sarcastic tone, “ Honest and faithful men are very rare in 
this world ; possibly you know this.” He replied, *‘lhe 
world is not,, in any way, devoid of honest people. A wise 
man must take good men into his service, look after their 
welfare, realise his desires through them, and not listen to 
the words of the selfish against them.” His Majesty ob- 
served, Honest and respectable men and good officers are 
rare. He who is favoured by God with the highest posi- 
tion must inquire into the condition of honest and good 
people* He must not regard an able person worthless 
though he may be a stranger. He must avoid the company 
of foolish and worthless people though they may be equal 
to him in position. He must favour and patronise a good 
and friendly officer.” 


LETTER XLVn. 

Exalted son, one day His Majesty (Shah Jeh*in) said 
privately to DAraShek'Qb,^ ** You shouId<«ot be ill-disposed 
to and suspicious of the royal grandees/*^ You should treat 
all of them with favour and kindness and not listen to the 
words of the selfish and the liars against them. Because 
this advice will be one day useful to yoiu” As my heart 
warms towards you, I write to you what I ought not to 
write. * To shew hypocrisy to worthy people is to spoil the 
business. 

«. Cf.Let.XV. . 

X. Cf.Let. V. 

4. But A(iru«s5K«bi5 was somewhat saspkiotts. 




LETTER XLVIII. 


Exalted son, one day His Majesty (Shdh Jehd,n) enler« 
ed the ‘ Ghosal Kh4neh * ^ in a sad mood. Sa’ad Alldh 
KhAn^ and AH Mardan Khdn® asked for the cause of dis- 
traction of bis noble mind. His Majesty observed, “Some 
of the civil and financial officers have died. Other digni- 
fied persons are not found immediately to undertake such 
important affairs. My mind is not at peace for the thought 
lest order will be destroyed/* Kilich Khan*^ said, “ The 


I. A place in the palace ■where Shah Jehan used to go in the afternoon 
after being disengaged from state affairs. 

‘‘The grand hall of the. Aam-o-Khas (Cf. Let, XH) opens into a more 
retired chamber called the‘* Ghosal Khaneh,* or the place to wash in. Few 
persons are permitted to enter this room, the conrt of which is not so large 
as that of the Aam-o-Khas. The hall is, however, very handsome, spacious, 
gilt and painted and raised four or five French feet from the pavement, 
like a large estrade. It is in this place that the king, seated in a chair, Im 
IJmarahs standing around him, grants more private audiences to his officers, 
receives their reports, and deliberates on important affairs of state. Every 
Umarah incurs the same pecuniary penalty for omitting to attend this as- 
sembly in the evening, as for failing to be present at the Aam-o-Khas in the 
morning.” Beri^ier. Cf. Let. LXX* 

35 , CL Let. XV. 

t 

3* The Persian governor of ICandahar which city he surrendered to 
Shah Jehan (1637) ««*tercd his service, Shah Jehan made him ^^overnot 
of Cashmere and of the i'unjdb successively. In 1645 he was sent with 
Mardd to take Balkh and Badakhshdn which he took (Cf. Let. I). He 
made by Shah Jehdn Amir-uLUmara. He died in rOsS* lie constructed 
a canal at Ldhore which still exists. * AH Mardan, who iit his taste and 
disposition would not have disgraced the Rom^n Lucullus, bestowed bn the 
public numerous edifices and gardens.^ 

, 4» Title of Abid Khan who came from Persia to India in the reign of 

Shah Jehan who raised him to the tank of 4000 horse. He died by a cannon 
ball at the siege of Golconda in 1686. He was the father of Ohaisi*ud- 0 hi 
Khan Firuz Jang (CL Let. CLVf I) and the grandfather of the celebrated 
Nisam'^iil-MQlk Asaf Jih of Haiderabad. In x6Bo he w»as given the title of 
KlUch Khan by Aurung«ebe (privately). He had another called MU’* 
hammad Aarcf* 
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%vell-being of the important aKairs of the permanent sovc“ 
reignty depends upon the auspices of your holy person* 
Your slave has, in a short time, trained five of his servants 
in such a way that they are fit for high posts in the king- 
dom, for services in provinces and for the management of 
affairs.” On hearing tliese woids joy shone on the noble 
face of His Majesty who ordered Kilich KhAn to bring the 
five servants into his presence in the evening in order to be 
inspected for appearance and character. (His Majesty 
further remarked), How pleasant it is if affairs are trans- 
acted according to (one^>) desires ! ” Kilich Khan cntereil 
His Majesty’s presence (with his five servants) exactly at 
the appointed time. Having attained to the fortune of 
(being present into) HiS Majesty’s most holy service he 
spoke (to the emperor) about the good character and abili- 
ty (of the five servants). Each of them was honoured with 
the favour and appreciation of the mas^er of the world (f.e. 
Shah Jeluia), and was given a worthy and personal (not 
'hereditary) post and assistants to serve under. His Majes- 
ty shewed special favours to the above-mentioned Khan 
also. He was given a personal* title of ‘ Yak-HazAri ^tnd, 
in addition, two hundred cavaliers. His Majesty observed, 
(verse) May you (the Khan) be happy because you have 
made me happy.” Out ol thankfulness for the acceptance 
of his request (by Shah Jeluln) and for the favours of the 
bountiful master (he. Shiib Jcliiin), the qualified KhAn gave 
away in charity one thousand ‘ Mohurs ’ ^ to the deserving. 


LETTER XLIX. 

Exalted son, KAmyAb KbAn, the clerk of the assistant 
of your secretary, has written me a letter. (Couplet) Me 


5* Cl. LclXVI. 

6. A ruuiid gold uuiu ol Akbar^s tiuWf worth about EltC(JU 
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who draws the sword of oppression is killed hv Providence 
%vilh the same sword (i.e., he who practises oppression is 
oppressed in return).” What is done (by you) for order 
and discipline is done. It would have been better had you 
not made unallowable haste (In inflicting a capital punish- 
ment upon the oppressive officer — mentioned in the clerk’s 
letter). Nevertheless, though retaliatiorP is a just law, 
the affliction of (one’s) heart is the cause of displeasure to- 
God. For this reason it is said (verse), “ There is pleasure 
in pardoning a person, but there is no pleasure in retaliat- 
ing on him.” 


LETTER L. 

Exalted and blessed son, Muhammad A^aaam, may. 
God save and protect you. You have known the condition 
of my riding horses. The Emperor Jeluingir (Aurung;!:ebe’s 
grandfather) punished so severely his head groom that it 
proved absurd to give him the title of * Saf Shekan Khan ’ 
(lit. the master of the breaker of the files of an army). 
(Verse) is quite contrary to the nature of a negro to 
call him a ‘kflf-ur ' (caraphor).’^^ His Majesty (Slulh Jehan) 
used to say, “ A senseless man spoils the business. We are 
helpless in making suitable appointments in times of diffi- 
culties and hardships of journey and of arrangement in 
an emergency/’ IJpu should select one from your grooms 
and (then) write to me. (Verse) ** We must put up with 


1. A kmd of punishment (‘kassasi.’) — life for Hfe, hand for hand, foot for 
toot, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, wouwd for wound—mentioned in the Koran* 
as being just. 

1 * The I'ersJan poets call a negro who is black by the name of * kaffir ’ 
(tamphor) which is white. As it is ab.siird to call a negro by the name oC 
*kafur % It was also absurd to uJI the head groom of Jdmngji by the namet 
* Sal Shekau Klmn/ 



every clas«; of people ; what is to be done with them i the) 
are ako people/' 


LETTER LL 

Exalted son, a reporter writes to his own brother from 
the district of Lauli (that) ** The tolls on merchants and 
travellers bring forth eveiy year from Rs. J5000 to 16000; 
but the district treasurer and the police officer do not send 
to the royal treasury more than Rs. 1000 or 2000.” Truly, 
this is not ‘ rah-dsln (collecting tolls) but * rAh-zanl ^ (rob** 
bing the king of his property). The (use of the) property 
of the people (by the king for his private expenses) is un- 
lawful^. If these officers take five percent out of hundred 
and one percent out of forty (of the tolls) I will not grudge 
it. Suppose that the dishonest practice of the treasurer is 
disclosed, the first thing for enquiring into this is that an* 
order should be issued in the names of the commissioner 
and the secretary. Then I know what to do about his 
dishonesty. The half of the produce of the land Is allow-* 
able to the landlord and the remaining (half) is the proper* 
ty of the king* 

In the reign of His Majesty (Shiih JehAn), a person^ 
at the time of the passing of the royal procession, cried 
out in a loud voice, This auspicious time is an aggre** 
gate of good actions. Just ruler and'**the greatest mini-* 


I. TraBsIt duty', a tax levied upon traveller* during the time of the 
Moguls. Jt iva$ remitted, along with seventy-nine other taxes, by iltuningj* 
3!ebe, when be came to the throne. Still it was exacted with greater 

rigour by the? distant governiment of&cials, who took an undue advantajge- ol 
the ampQtoi^s leniency. 

ar. This is a peculiar charncteriatic* of Aurwngzebe ‘whicfiti he followed 
according to the tHctates of hk religion. Before his death he made a will 
that his funeral expena*s might be defrayed from the proceeds of the sale ofe 
the c.ape which Im himself Intd knitted^ 



ster, (Your Maje^^ty) is anxious to have bonest secretaries* 
Your subjects are in a good ami secure condition. It 
is a duty incumbent upon nse to thank (God) for the 
divine favours upon (your) most holy personage. On 
hearing these words, H. M. ordered the procession to halt 
for a lime, called the special otAcers from a distance and 
raised up his hands for blessing the man ; and then present- 
ed him a robe of honour. At that time Sa'ad Alldb khdii 
told H. M., “ The necessaries of the life of a man are in 
proportion to his desires, and his desires are in proportion 
to his good nature." 


LETTER LII. 

Exalted son, Sa’aeed Khdn BahAdur Zafe» Jang 
brought a person into the presence of His Majesty (Shdb 
Jeh&n); and out of good grace praised him. Sa’ad Allah. 
Khdn allowed nothing to pass from truth (t.e., gave justice 
to the man) and said,. “ May Sa'aeed KhAn be happy who 
presents such a man (before Your Majesty) and speaks tO' 
Your Majesty about his good manners.” Words passed 
from the auspicious t«wigue of H. M. (to the eflect that)^ 
“ It is your (i.e. officers’) business to bring servants into my 
presence, while my work is to patronise them in order to* 
give lustre to affairs. The officers should oblige me by 
finding out and then presenting before me erudite and well- 
versed secretaries, *honest officers and many respectable 
soldiers whom I want.” The prime minister*' said, “ The 
man of every class, who does every useful work in your 
holy reign, is, in the end, honoured with a worthy post and 
presented a costly robe of honour.” His Majesty ordered 
<he prime minister to examine the ability of the man ana 


I. An officer serving under Shah Johan, Me was governor of Cabuf 
before 1637, 

a J.r. Sa’ad Allah Khaa, Ct LcU XV. 
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then to give him a fine service. Sa’aeed Khan Babdclnr^. 
out of thankfulness for the good favours of the appreciating 
potentate (i 6. Shah Jehan), distributed Rs. loooo* among 
pious, virtuous, and poor people. 


LETTER Lin. 

Exalted son, one day Pahiir Amal, the secretary of the 
unfriendly brother,^ produced a balance sheet before His 
Majesty (Shd>h Jehan), and said, “ Ten lacs of rupees, for 
the payment of the balance of the days in\ which we (i.e. 
Dara and Pahar Amal) had accounts with each other, are 
to be paid from the royal treasury. Your Majesty should 
order the payment.^^ His Majesty handed over the balance 
sheet to Sa^ad Alldh Khan and said, “ With a view to look- 
ing into details^ examine the sheet and then speak to me.’* 
The above-mentioned Khdn said immediately, “ Such a 
large sum of money should not be paid from the royal 
treasury. Next time the cash account will be settled for 
the payment of each other. After the dispersal of the 
court, DAra the Pompous uttered angry v/ords to the prime 
minister (ie. Sa'ad AIlAh Khan). When the note sent by 
the officer .of the ‘Ghosal Khsineh**^ reached H. M., at 
once H. M. wrote a letter to the unfriendly brother and 
inserted the following couplet in it : (CoUpIet) “ To quarrel 
with the good and the virtuous is to shew enmity to one- 
self; he who draws a dagger on a mirror draws it on him- 
self/’ (H.M. further wrote in the letter; It Is a special 
qualification of princes to* distinguish between right and 
wrong. PahAr Amal wants to economise for you while 
Sa’ad AlMh Khdn does to preserve my property. If the 
balance sheet was verified from your account book, it was 


1. JT.c.Bara. €{. Let V, 
a. Cf.LetXLYnL 
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5'our duty to inquire whether it was possible or impossible 
for Sa’ad Allah Khtin to pay the sum. Otherwise it is very 
bad to afflict (the hearts of) the royal servants, especially 
Sa’ad Allah Khan. It is good to win the hearts of these 
meii.^ Able and Intelligent servants are the source of in- 
crease of property and of a good name to their masters. 
In the evening Uis Majesty presented Sa’ad Allah Khan 
some bundles of Mahmudi' cloth embroideied in one colour 
and three thousand ‘ dinais’ in cash. 


LETTER LIV.i 

hixalted son, this verbal story has reached my ears 
from a reliable souroe. I write it to you in details so that 
you may also know it. One d.iy His’ Majesty (Shah Jehsiii) 
honoured All M.ardau Khfin- and Sa'ad Alliih Klu'ud' with 
the distinction of special audience before H. M.’s presence ; 
and said eloquently, “ The order and management of the 
kingdom and property simply depend upon wisdom and 
justice. May God forbid, if an unworthy king attains to 
the dignity of sovereignty and appoints ministers and nobles 
having no sound judgment to posts (in the kingdom), abso- 
lute disorder will prevail in the management of the country. 
Then follow the ruin and poverty of the subjects, and the 
country yields a recced revenue and (thus) is ruined. For 
pleasing God you should associate with the pious and the 


3. Cf.Let.V, 

4. Cf. Let. XXVI. 

5. An ancient fjoW coin, wciglung one ‘minqu.il,’ ke. gfi barley grains, 

1. This letloi gives us an iiisiglit into the Uiaiaelcrb ol AuiuiigSebd 
and of Uis three brothers, L>.iia, Shuja aud Muiad, 

a. Cl. Let. XL VIII. 

3. Ci. Let. XV. 
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teligiovis. Ahet the five prayers you should pray for me 
that the splendour of the kingdom may not diminish and 
that no one may use abusive language. After my death 
the son who succeeds me^ will be helped with good graces.^ 
Many times I have been thinking that though the eldest 
son of sovereignty^ possesses dignity and pomp and grand- 
eur and glory, he is an enemy of the go«d and a friend to 
the bad.® (Verse) * He is good towards the vicious and 
unfriendly towards the virtuous/ possesses no 

equality except generosity. M’Qrdd Bakhsha^ has no virtue 
at all. He is engaged in eating and drinking and is con- 
stantly indulging in wine. But such and such a person, f.c. 
this humble mortal (f.s. Aurungzebe), seems to me to possess 
determination and foresight,^. Most probably he will be 
king after me.^’ Sa’ad Allah Klvan recited the (following) 


4. Shah Jehan was deceived by destiny# Aurung^ebc, his third son, 
came to the throne before his death* He was imprisoned by his ungrateful 
son and died eight years after Aurungzebe’s accession to tlie throne. 

5. J.c. Dara. Cf. Let. V. 

6. In all probability this is historically incorrect. No doubt he insti- 
gated the murder of Sa’ad Allah Khan, an honest and good man with whom 
he seems to have been not on good terms, 

7# Cf.Let.XCr. 

8. Cf. Let. r. 

9. Here again Aurungzebe speaks humbly and politely about himself. 
Though he boasts of his foresight, history proves that he greatly lacked this 
faculty# He committed a grave political blunder in conquering Golconda and 
Bijapur which, left to themselves, would have served to keep the rising 
Maluattd power in check. He would have most probably succeeded in 
crippling down this power in its infancy with the help of these two Mohe- 
madan kingdoms m the South. Aurungzebe could not foresee that this 
rising power would’ overthrow his mighty empire within a short time after 
Ids death. Again he made a great mistake in alienating the Rajputs from the 
Moguls and thus departing from Akbar’s wise and foreslghted policy# He 
could not faresee that the KnglisU 'would lake the place of the Moguls in 
India within a century. Aurung^ebe’s life was a failure on accotitil ol his 
shortsighted policy, But, no doubt, he waJs a man of it'eat resolulion as has 
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feemistich of ^the Spi^ritiul Leader’^ foresighted man 

is ai^spicious*’" His Majesty observed, (verse) “Who 
will be selected by God and towards whom will His 
inclination be? 


LttTER LW 

My dear Sonj It is said that on the day of ‘Chanki*^ / Alt 
Mardin Kh4n‘^, Abil Sa’aced Marx, and Kilich Khdii'' used 
to hrst offer the soldiers coffee ; then at the time of break- 
fast» they used to serve them breakfast^ at the time of 
dinner, dinner $ and at the time of departure, perfumes: 
and *p4ns^.* They used to send various dishes to the family 
members of the soldiers and to say ‘Their wives and child^ 


been proved by histoty. He posiessejd a resolute and calm mind of which he 
gave numerous proofs during his lifetime. As a prince, when he was 
Surrounded by enemies on all sides at Balkh and was in great danger he 
dismounted at sunset aftd knelt down to pray to God, In his fight with 
DarX at Samhgarh he was on the point of losing the battle} but he did not 
lose heart but remained calm and ordered his elephant’s legs to be chained 
together. Again he exhibited the same spirit when his son Akbar joined 
the Rajputs and rebelled against him, 

Bernier says, (Aurungzebe) was reserved, subtle^ amd a complete 

master of the art of dissimulation.” Again he says that he possessed a 
sounder judgment (than‘®ara) and that ** The high opinion earpressed by 
Shah JehXn of his son Aurungzefae provoked the envy of Dsira.” 

xo. Of. Let. XLV. 

I, Watch, an Indian word* 

** Mounting guard is called in Hindi < Ghaukl' Thene are three kinds of 
guards. The four divisions of the army have been divided into seven parts> 
each of which is appointed for one day, under the superintendence of a 
trustworthy * mansabddr\” 

Am*-inAkbarL 

a. Cl Let. XLVIIL 

3, Ch Let XLVIIL 

Betels, an Indian wordi C{f Let« OXLYItti 
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rfen do not taunt us fof feeding the soldiers alone and fo? 
want of magnanimity (towards them) and arc not grieved^ 

In former times a person began to complain of the 
times before a great man. The great man said, “We shou- 
ld thank (God) for and praise the present time much; be- 
cause man has no fear about his livelihood and no anxiety 
about his person and property (in Sh4h Jehdn’s time). 
There is no fear of relaxation in (one's) religion and faith. 
In future, the intentions of mankind will be changed and 
severe oppression will take place, justice and gratitude 
will totally disappear. Administrators and protectors • of 
cities will be publicly engaged in plundering (people). The 
ruling king of the (future) time will not give justice to the 
oppressed. The nobles will try to support the tyrants for 
the (mutual) benefit of one another. The rights (of people) 
will be disregarded and be trampled under foot. Wives 
will display bravery while daughters will be honoured with 
ministerships. Men of merit, on account of discouragement 
and want of appreciation, will purposely abstain from help- 
ing in the improvement of affairs. Worthy officers, 
nothwithstanding their retirement from office, will not be 
safe (from oppression). The foolish and the inexperienced 
will manage the state affairs. The sons will afflict (their) 
fathers and the fathers will have no paternal love for (their) 
sons. Virtuous wives will weep for tihe debauchery and 
disaffection of .(their) profligate husbands. There will not 
be timely rain. The governors, through their selfish 
ominous nature, will cause corn to be sold dearer. The 
countries will be ruined owing to the oppression of the 
rulers. Public women will live openly in the houses of 
nobles and great men. Men will like to be clad in the 
dress of women (i, e., will prove cowards).’’ 
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t 6 go or 1701. LETTER LVL 

Exalted son, FazII Khan^ , your spiritual leader, diecf. 
I am sorry (for his death). He was confidential (or 
learned), careful about his business, and of a good disposi- 
tion, He kept finance officers under his charge carefully 
and cautiously. He illumined the house of this humble 
creature (i. e., Aurungzebe himself) with his stewardship. 
You should not also doubt the good nature of Vazler Khan 
Hajl Muhammad^. Though Salyad Muhammad Khdn and 
Mir Nayaz are not bad, yet they are strict officers. When 
most of the officers under you are my servants, just now I 
want Kabil Khan and! require him from you. You should 
appoint Muhammad Muhasan to the office held by Kiibll 
Khdn. In my court there is dearth of good men are 

very few)®. Till his arrival here Inayat Allah Khtin^ will 


I. Deputy minister ol Aurunj^ebe after the death of Raq:iinath (t66j). 
He died in the same year. His original name' was Abul Mulk Tuni, and 
he revised the ‘Badshah Nameh* of Muhammad Wans. At first he was 
chief* steward* of Aurungzebe. He was a nobleman of Khorasan and was 
very honest and well versed in astrology. His counsels were essentially 
useful to Aurungzebe. Bernier mentions him in his book and calls him 
**The illustrious Fazil Khan, a minister charged with the weightiest concerns 
of the empire, on whose decision depended the amount of my salary as 
physician,” 

There was another man bearing the same title, whose original name 
was A’atimdd Khan. Ife was honoured “with the title of Fazil Khan in 
1689, He also- was chief steward. He died of plague in 1690. 

There was a third man holding the same title, who was also chief 
steward. In 1697 he was appointed governor of Cashmere in place of Abu 
Nasr Khan. He left Cashmere for the Deccan, but died on the way* 1701# 
It is not clear which of the last two is mentioned here, 

St, Governor of Burhanpur. In 1664 he was mado governor of Ujjain# 

3. Cf, Let, XXXVL 

4, Aitrungzebe’s chief secretary who collected the emperor’s letters 
known ns *Ruka’ nt-i-Alamgiri ’ which are here translated into English, CL 
Preface dr Let CXVl 
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act for him, though he has much work. HAfizeh Mariam^ 
claims a better right. Her son (t. e., Indyat Allah Khdn) 
is known to me by his ability ; but he is harsh towards his 
relatives. Directly and indirectly I often tell you by way 
of advice, “ Ragtnath Sa’ad Alldh Khdn® did not assign 
financial posts to his own brothers and used to say, ‘ Those 
very brothers are (like) officers who bring ruin to the houses 
(of their masters). May God guide or kill them’.” 


LETTER LVII.^ 

Exalted son, the delicious mangoes (sent by you) 
sweetened the palate of the old father. May the happiness 
and fortune of the young son ((t.c., A’azam) be augmented. 
(Verse) “ Whatever proceeds from a friend is good." 

1704. LETTER LVIIL 

Exalted son, life of the father, produce of the life of the 
father (t.e,, dear son), the province of Gtljarat^ is not like 


5. A otirse of A^azata and mother of Indyal AlUh Khin and tutotefes 
of the princess .^ib-un-Nisa Begum, Auruugzebe’s daughter* By her 
influence her son was raised by degrees to the rank of 9 ^ 00 , 

6. A Hindu chief who was brought up, patronised and introduced 
into the royal presence of Shah Jehdn by Sa’ ad Alldh Khan. Shdh Jehatt 
made liim his minister. He was called Rai Raian, the King of Kings. In 
3659 Atttungzebe conferred on him the title of Rdji Hagunath. He was a 
deputy minister to Aurungzebe and died in 1663* Bernier mentions him as 

the Ra'fa Ragnat, who acts as visier’ when he accompanied Aurungaebc in 
his journery to Cashmere, ^ 

I. Cf* Let. IK. 

3* Gujarat is said to be a contracted form of ^Gurjar Rashtra^ the 
country of the *Gurjars’*, Who are supposed to have come from Gurjaria or 
Georgia, a province of the North of Persia, now in the possession of Russia# 
known for her beauties. Cf, Gujarat, a town in the Punjab, where a 
buttle was fought between the Sikhs and the English* 
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Bengal, the Deccan and Cdbtll (i.e,, Gtijarit is in the 
middle of the empire and not on the borders, like B’engil, 
the Deccan and Cabnl) that owing to a great distance and 
a frontier of the kingdom, the appointment of commissioners 
(for Gujarit) should be accepted volens nolens (by you) 
(i.e., the commissioners for Gujardt must not be appointed 
by others but by ourselves, because it is situated in the 
middle of the empire). Henceforth you should act according 
to my system till the work is executed with promise and 
threat (to commissioners). The police ofEcer of the dis- 
trict of Dohud®, who is old and sickly, did not come into 
your presence on account of (his) physical infirmities. He 
should not be dismissed (from his post) by you and should 
be left to follow his own way. 


LETTER LIX. 

Exalted son, a saint wrote a tradition and brought it 
to me (and said), “ His Holiness the Prophet (f.e., Maho- 
met) — may the benediction and peace of God be upon him 
and upon his family — asked the great (angel), Gabriel, 
‘Which service is the be$t?^ The angel replied, ‘The 
service of kings which brings benefit and pleasure to the 
needy.’ I also wish to enter the service of kings and to 
fulfil the desires of the Mohemadans.” I said, “There is no 
objection against this (your serving mcy\ 


a. Fix MmkU, Ci Let XXXU 

Dohnid is said to be derived, by some, from Fers. two awd 
boundaries, because it is situated on the two borders oi Gujarat and Halva* 
Some Sity it is acorr* of Gujurati a pla^e of ourd or of dAiry moo. 
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LETTER LX.*^ 

Exalted son, to refuse the presents Brought by the 
nobles before you is a loss to the royal treasury. Though 
this lime I forgive you for goodness’ sake, you/ should not 
do so in future. 


LETTER LXL 

Exalted son, the Turkey horse^ you sent this time has 
a good appearance and nature. He is again better than the 
first one. I have named him ‘Sabtlk-sair’ (lit. of a light 
walk, t.e., swift), because this name harmonises with the 
thing named (i.e., the horse). 

LETTER LXir. 

Exalted son, at your suggestion I made IVTiSswi Kh^n^ 
the chief paymaster. It Is sufficient if the servant dis-* 

1. This letter is a testimony to Aurungzebe’s love of money. H® 
reproaches his son for not accepting presents from his nobles. 

I, “Merchants biing to court good horses from Irak- i- Arab and 
trak-I«Ajam, from Turkey, Turkestan, Badakhshan, Tibet, Kashmere, and 

other countries There are fine horses bred in every part of the countr}/, 

but those of Cutch excel, being equal to Arabs. There are two classes of 
horses : i, Khas (special) j 3 . those that are not Khas. Grandees and other 
*Mansabdars,’ and senior ‘Ahadis* are in charge of the stables. The ‘Atbegi* 
is in charge of all horses belonging to the government. He directs all 
ofiicers charged with the management of the hon(»s. This office is one of 
the highest of the state* 

“ The Darogah. There is one appointed for each stable. This post may 
be held by officers of the rank of commanders of five thousand down to 
senior *Ahadis,* In this country, horses commonly live to the age of thirty 
years. Their price varies from 500 moliurs to 3 rupees.” Ain-i-*Akbari. 

“ Horses have been divided into seven classes* These seven classes are 
Atabs, Persian horses, Mujannas, Turki horses, Tabus, Tazis, and janglak 
horses.” Ain-i-Akbari. 

1, An Amir of high rank in Aurungzebe’s court, Kis proper name 
being Mfia* azz-ud-DSn Muhammad. He was a good poet, and had at first 
teumed Fitrat a$ his poetical name, but afterwards changed it into Muswl^ 
to which the title of Khan was added by Aurungzebe. He died, aged 
years, in the Deccan in i6qo. 
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cTiarges his duty satisfactorily* His appearance is not bad» 
I don’t know his character. (Verse) “ The wickedness of 
th^ s6ul (i.e., the character of a man) is not known for 
many years/' It is a general rule to Inquire privately 
Into the character of a man who is to be appointed to 
a post. Because In the beginning (of the service of 
servants) people are deceived by the performance of 
good service ; but afterwards they find themselves to be 
served by selfish servants. Here after Eftikhd.r Khan*'* 
and Muhammad All Khin^, Fazil Khd.n^ and Fazayal 
Khdn^ managed the ‘ Khdraani ’ post well, from whose 
foreheads good signs were seen (to proceed). Physical 
diseases can be cured by doctors; but mental diseases, like 
selfishness, can be remedied only by the Changer of Hearts 
(i.g., God), 


LETTER LXIIT. 

Exalted son, may the Great God protect thee. 1 
wanted to make Didnat Kh4a Abdfil KAdir the secretary to 
(my) grandson BahAdlar^; but his name does not agree with 
his nature (i.e., he is dishonest — Didnat Khan means ‘the 
honest Khin'). Honesty is not to be expected from him. 


His original name -v^^as Sultan Husain. In the first year of Aurung/ebe 
be was given the title of Eftikhar Khan. He was appointed ‘faujdar’ of 
Jaunpur, where he died in i68i. 

3. Anrungzebe’s chief steward. He was very honest, pious and wise# 
He was the patron of Muhammad Muhasan, the merchant prince of Suratf 
He died in x688. 

4. Cf. Let. LVL 

5. He was serving m ^ pubUshlrtfi house (dar-ubansha)# 

1* Of. Leu XL 
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3t704. LEtTERLJtlV, 

Ex^ilted so'rt, yon possess a sound judgment in ejieciiting 
(rtiy) orders. Gtijarjit is the ornament and jewel of India^o 
Here are found men belonging to every kind of industry^ 
art and profession. The sample (of an article) sent to me 
recently from the royal factory in GlSjarAt is rough and 
costly. You should, of course^ make an Inquiry into this 
matter. 


But, alas! Now she does not deserve this proud title. Were 
Aurungzeb* to come to life again he would witness this counti^ in quite a 
different state from what it once was. To-day her industries, arts, and 
professions are ruined and lost to her and now she is in a degraded 
condition. 

Bernier mentions the manufactures of Mogul IndiA as * carpets, brocades, 
embroideries, gold and silver cloths, and the various soits of silk and 
cotton goods, which are used in the conntry, or exported abroad.* 
He further says, ** There are ingenious men in every part of India. 
Numerous arc the instances of handsome pieces of workmanship made by 
persons destitute of tools, and who can scarcely be said to have received 
instructions from a master.** Again he says, “I have often admired the 
beauty, softness, and delicacy of their paintings and miniatures, and was 
particularly struck with the exploits of Akbar, painted on a shield by a 
celebrated artist, who is said to have been seven years in completing the 
picture. 1 thought it a wonderful performance.’* 

«The imperial workshops, the towns of Labor, Agra, Fatehpur 
Ahmedabad, Gujarat, turn out many master-pieces of workmanship ; and 
the figures and pattcins, knots, and variety of falSiions which now prevail 
astonish experienced travellers.** Am-i-Akbari. 

** Painters, seal -engravers and other handicraftsmen are countless. 
They inlay mother-o*-pearl with great skill and make beautiful boxes and 
inkstands. Stuffs worked with gold thread and of the kinds Chimh# 
iFotah, Jamahwat, Khara, and velvets and brocades are here skilfully 
manufactured. Imitations of stuffs from Turkey, Europe, and Persia are 
also produced. They make likewise excellent swords and daggers of the 
kinds Jamdhar and Khapwah, and bows and arrows. There is a brisk trade 
in jewelry and silver is imported from Turkey and Irak.** Ain4-Akbari. 

« Through the favour of H. M. (Akbar), all products of art, and the 
snanufaclui e of 'woolen and silken carpets and of brocades were extensively 
encouraged.** Aia^i-Akbari. 
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LETTER LXV. 

Exalted son, trom the detailed reports sent to me from 
the Nurbada^ (1 came to know) that Amtin Allah Beg^, 
the superintendent of the artillery of (my) dear son ((i, c., 
A’azam), totally defeated the Satan-Iikc, wicked and shame- 
less Santa^ and brought safe the provisions of Bak Khan 
and his own followers. Indeed, his endeavours and ex- 
ploits, together with those of his followers, arc worthy of 
praise and laudation. You should show him proper favours 
and recommend him to me also. 

LETTER LXVL 

Exalted son, Mir Jal?il~nd~Din*, who luis resigned your 
service, is evidently the nephew of the late Himmal Khan^ 


I. Cf. Let. XI. 

Of. Let. XXXVII. 

3. Sanlaji Goiepuiay, a br.tvc j^eiiciiil and one ol the bc&t olficcrs of 
Ham Hajah, who attacked Aurung^sebe’s forces bravely. He defeated and 
imprisoned many of Aurung/ebe’s generals near Ginji. JJe defeated Kasim 
Khan. Again he defeated H unmat Khan and killed him. He compelled 
the Moguls under Ziil Fikdr Khan to raise the siege of Ginji. lie quarrelled 
with Ddnnaji Jadow, hib coinp<mion, was deserted by his adherents and 
murdered by Nagoji Manai, whom he had ollended, in i6yS. In 1690 he 
was made <SonJ.pati’ or gcneral'by Kaja Ham and was styled H/io hlamlukut 
Madar. He first came ijjto notice in the time of Shivaji, He was an oHiccr 
of greater ability iUul eulei]>rise. He was Hhe leiror oi the Mogul 
detachments for se\en \ears.’ 

Auruugiicbe was impolite in writing Hindu names. Ho omiued the 
suiixx ‘ji’ denoting lespect, after the Hindu, esp., the Mahnitta, names. 
Similarly he wrote Shiva instead ol Sliivaji. 

This IS a further evidence of Auuing/!ebe\s fanatic spirit towards the 
Hindus. CL Let. II and CVTO. 

I, He was at hrst in the service of Abdul A/az, Khan, goreinor of 
Bokhara. Cf. Let. CLXXIL 

Son of Khan Jehan Bahdafir and general of Auriing/.efoo who was 
sent against Santaji, by whom he was defeated and slain, 1696, near 
Dodairee. ilis original name was Suiyad Mtuaffar. The title of Himmat 
Khan was conferred on him by Shah leham Aurung^ebc twice appointed 
him governor of Alblmbad* 



who was my chief paymaster. He is a true Saiyacl*% of 
noble birth, and of a good character. Why have you dis- 
missed him ? 


LETTER LXVIL 

Exalted son, why did the sons of Shamshir Khan*^ 
resign ? There must be some cause for their resignation. 
To dismiss old servants for a slight offence and to appoint 
new ones (in their places) is totally useless. I am like the 
sun approaching the vault (of the sky — L c., I am nearing 
death)‘-^. What do you think? Any how, if you come be-» 
fore my holy presence and become a king, I won’t mind it^. 


LETTER LXVIII. 

Exalted son, (couplet) “ Your companion must be bel*» 
ter than yourself, so that your wisdom and faith may in- 
crease.” For a long time I have heard that in your * Jaghir ’ 
districts oppression is practised openly. Justice does not 
remove the oppressors for the sake of the poor oppressed 
who have no access to the ruler. In the court of God the 
angels write down the acts of oppression In the account of 
the governor appointed (by you or by me) ^ . What does it 
mean to give so much power to the second paymaster and 


3, A toccndeiu o( the prophet Mahomet. 

1. He was present with Mir Khan ut Cabal to punish the 
Afghans. 1667. He was sent to Cabal in jOOo as a fon-lcccpcr. Before 
1703 he was governor of Bihar. In 1704 he was appointed governor of 
Muais^^anuibad Udeh, Cf. Let* LXXXII. 

2 ft Cl* Let. 1. 

3, CL Let* XXVU. 

I. CL Let. XIV, CXXXIl and CLXX. 

Anrnng^be was just, clement and IbotievoleuL 
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to put great confidence in him so that no one has power ot 
speak against his action ? Though it is right to Increase 
the independent power of a man of business in any way, it 
is simply foolish to give an absolute authority to a servant 
and not to pay any attention to the important affairs exe- 
cuted by him. (Quatrain) “ Do not associate with an evil 
person ; be a stranger to him be far from him). If 
you eat his grain, you will fall into his snare (like a bird). 
The arrow, on account of its straightness, saw the bow 
crooked ; behold, how it left its hollow ! (i.e,, as the arrow 
does not like the crookedness of the bow and consequently 
leaves it, similarly a good person should not desire the 
company of a bad one and consequently should abandon 
his company)”. (Verse) “Fear the sighs of the oppressed ; 
because at the time of their prayer, acceptance comes to 
receive it from the court of God (f. c., the prayer of the 
oppressed is heard and accepted by God)”. 


LETTER LXIX. 

Exalted son, Eftikhdr Khdn’, at the time of the service 
of (his) stewardship, owing to (his) good nature, experience, 
and careful attention, made me the (following) fine state- 
ment, “ Dishonesty does not consist only in taking and 
dragging property, but in representing truth as untruth and 
untruth as truth,” I was much pleased (at these words) ; 
and I issued forth a strict order to all officers and royal ser- 
vants (to the effect) that they should represent to me the 
facts about each person without any exaggeration and 
should not care for the dignities of relatives, acquaintances, 
and strangers. 


fi Cf. (.ffi LTilf. 
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LETTER LXX. 

Exalted son, when His Majesty (Shiih JeLin) conferred 
the title of ‘ Rao’* upon Jasvant Khatri^ and made' him a 
private secretary, he told him, “ You should be honest in 
relation to myself and those who want ‘ jilghirs\ When a 
list of the newly appointed persons and of additional titles 
or ‘jAghirs’ is brought to me (for reference), you should 
bring before my presence four or five oMcers in the evening 
when I am looking at the maps of provinces and the designs 
of buildings in the courtyard of the ‘ Ghosal Khaneli,'^ so 
that after examining the character and lineage of every one 
I will issue an order for ‘ jfighirs’*” In the same way he 
issued an order to the superintendent of the ‘djlgh-tasihah’"* 
(to the effect) that he must receive any orders for branding 


1. Cf. Let. XVIII. 

2. Or Kshatri, (Ht*) a warrior, the second of the four ouginal ca^itC'^ 
among the Hindus, and next to a Biahmin (a Ifindu piic«it). 

3. Cf. Let. XLVIIf. All its walls were painted with the maps of India, 

4. (Lit.) Uhe bland of tonection,’ /.<*., a place where hoi ses* were 
branded, f.c., a stable. 

. Regulations for branding horses: 

‘♦In order to prevent frandulent exchanges, and lo remove the stamp 
of doubtful ownexship, horses were for some lime maiked with the wohl 
‘nazar’ {s>ii;ht), sometimes svitli the word *dagh’ (mark), and somelimes with 
the numeral v (seven). Every horse that was received by government had the 
mark burnt on the right cheek ; and those lliat weny-eturned, on the left side. 

Now-a-days the horses of eveiy stable are distinguished by then* price 

in numerals When horses, at the time of the musters, arc put into a 

higher or a lower grade, the old biand is removed.** Ain 4 -Akburi. 

“In the 18th yeai of his reign. His Majesty (Akbar) introduced the 
branding system.’* “ When the brand fir'it introduced, it was made in the 
shape of the head of the letter ‘ sin,’ and was put on the right side of the 
neck of the horse. For some time, it was made in shape of two ‘alifs’ 
intersecting at right angles, the heads of the ‘alif* being made heavy, and 
put on the right thigh. For some lime again, it was like a bow with llie 
string taken off. At last, numerals tvere introduced, which plan beat 

frustrates fraudulent practices. They make iron numerals .These new 

signs arc likewise put on the n,i5ht thigh,’* Ain-i-Akbari* 

“The servants (mansabdars) of IL M, (Akbar) have their horses every 
year newly marked.** Am* 5 -Akbati* 
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May peace be upon you and upon those who arc neat 
you. Old age arrived and weakness became strong 
increased). Strength departed from the limbs. I came 
alone (in this world) and I go as a stranger (to the next 
world). I am unconscious about myself as to who I am 
and of what use I am. Time passed away without any 
devotion (to God). (Now) I have (only) to lament this 
passing away of time without any devotion. I was devoid 
of administrative (tact) and care for the welfare of the 
people. (My) dear life has been spent in vain* God is 
present in this world but I do not see Him. Life is not 
constant, and there is no sign visible of the past life ; and 
there is no hope of a future life. Fever has left me (on 
account of being ashamed of me). Only the skin is left 
(inC.f there is no flesh upon my body, i.e., I am very weak). 
Though (my) son KAm Bakhsha^ is gone to Bijapdr ,^ he is 
near me. And, you, my exalted son {L e., A’azam), are 
still nearer (to me-being in Malwai)* The most favourite 
(son) Sh&h Alam^ is at a greater distance than all (sons-— 
i. e., at CabiQl). (My) grandson Muhammad A^azim^ is 
gone, through the will of God, to the frontier of India (i. c., 
near CAbtil). The whole (royal) army (in the Deccan) is 
confused and confounded. The army is restless like me, 
who have selected loneliness from God (L c., who will not 
be accepted by Gocjptn paradise), and who am in perturba- 
tion, and who am restless like mercury. (But) the army 
does not understand that there is a greater master (i. c., 
God). I did not bring anything with me (in this world, i.e., 


a. Cf* Let. LXXWL 

3, IHttduatatli form of Smiskrlt Vijaypur, Hlie Vxclorionb City.’ For- 
merly it was a wealthy city in the Deccan and famoub for its arclutcc- 
tttre. It is now however in mini. Il was the capital of the Bahainini 
Adil Shahi Icings and was taken by Aurungzicbc in t680. It is called < the 
Falmyra of the Oeccan*’ 

4, / Aurangzebc^s bocoud son, the aowa prince# CL Let. I* 

5, second son* Cl# Lot# LXXXVIL 



n 


t came here naked) ; (but now) I carry (with me) the fruits 
of sins (in the next world), I do not know in what punish- 
ment I shall be involved (there). Though I have strong 
hope in the favours and mercy (of God), my actions do not 
allow me to think over (i.e.> I am afraid on account of my 
actions). I am unconscious of myself. (Verse) ‘‘ What is 
done is done. I have steered the boat (of my life) in the 
sea (of nonentity — ie., now I am dying)*’. Though (my) 
subjects will be protected by God, it is necessary for (my) 
sons to cast their look on outward circumstances that the 
people of God (ic., subjects) and (especially) the Mohema- 
dans may not be killed unjustly. Present my last good 
wishes to the grandson Bahadtir^^ whom I did not see at 
the time of his departure. I have (still) another desire (to 
make to you). Though outwardly the Begum^ is grieved, 
God is her protector* The short-sightedness of women has 
no fruit except disappointment. Good bye ; good bye ; 
good bye. 


6 . Tlic eldest sou ol A’uzam. Cf. LeU XI and LXXVI. 

7. L c., the only suivivltig daughter of Aunojgzcbe, 

who died ill 1708. 
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Letter addres5ed to 
K?ini Bakhsha*-. 

1707. LETTER LXXm^ 

(This letter was written by Aurungzebe to the prince 
Sultan Muhammad Kam Bakhsha at the time of his death). 

My charming son, though in (this) world of free will 
(where men act according to their own will), I advised you 
about the divine will, and more than this^ about the divine 
power, it was destined that you would not listen to and 
accept this advice. Now I go away (to the nexj: world) as 
a stranger from all ; and I pity you for your want of in- 
telligence and ability ; but now of what use ? I carry with 
me (to the next world) the fruits of sins and crimes which 
I had perpetrated (in this world). Nature is wonderful 
that I came alone (t.<;., naked~in this world) and go (to the 
next world) with this burden (of sins). Though fever 
attacked me for twelve days, (now) it could not bear (my 
leanness) and left me. Wherever I cast my glances I find 
nothing but God. The anxiety about my officers and army 
and for their future responsibility became the cause of the 
grief of my heart ( i.c., I am in grief that my officers and 
army will not be treated and guided well by my successors 
who are weak). I am unconscious about myself. I com- 
mitted many sins I do not know how I shall be punished 
(by God). Thougff the subjects will be protected by the 


T, The y(Mnij;cst jukI favourite sou of Aurmj}4v5ebc, horn In 1667 of 
IJdepuri. He sent lo (imjji, aloii}; with A\\d Khan to the help of Zul 
Kikiir Khan in 169 f 1 ^® with the failier and the son and was 

on the point of joining? the enemy when he \vas imprisoned by them. (Cf. 
Let, CLXXIV). Altcrw'ftrds he was released by Anrung/ebe’s order. 

In 1697 he wMS appointed .tjovernor of IJerar. Itefore 1701 he was fjtn'emoi 
of Haidenibad. In 1707 Aurunj^/ebe made him |:»<>vernor oi Hijiipur. He 
died in 1709 on ncTOunt of woimds received in battle near Haiderabdd 
(Deecau) against his eldesi brother MChUisatn. He wan 4 poet and a learned 
man. Of, Let. OXXVI. 

Cf. Leu Vll and LXXiL 

10 
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Master of both the worlds (L e., God), it is a bounden duty 
of the Mohemadans and of (my) sons also to protect and 
save them according to outward circumstances. A’azain 
is also near me ; and I have spoken to him what was ne- 
cessary about you. You should also accept my last will^. 
It should not be that the Mohemadans be killed (in war) ; 
and the blame (of their being killed) will remain upon the 
neck of this useless (creature — i.e., Aurungzebe). I entrust 
you and your sons to (the care of) God and I myself ask 
your leave for departure (from this world). (My) condition 
is distracted (i. e., I am restless). Bahadur Sh&h is in the 
same place In which he was. (My) grandson, the glorious 
A’azim, is gone to the frontier of India. (My) grandson 
Bahadur is in the neighbourhood of Gujarat. Hiyat--un- 
Nisd (or Zlnat-un-Nisa ? ), who has not enjoyed the plea* 
sures of the world, is in grief. The Begum knows her own 
condition (i.e., her condition is so bad that it cannot be 
described). Udepuri,^ your mother, was with me in (my) 
sickness. She intends to accompany me (after my death — 
i. e., she will soon die after me like a Hindu * Sati * )* 
Though my relatives and servants shew wheat and sell 
barley (t.e., are hypocrites), you should give them employ- 
ment through kindness, mildness, and carelessness (towards 
their hypocrisy). You should cut the coat according to 
the cloth. May the peace of God be upon you. 


3. According to thU will Aurung/ebc divided hii» kingdom among Ins 
three surviving sons and appointed Mua/,y,am his succcbsor. Hut this will 
was not carried out either by A’assam or by Kain lUkhshn, because they 
successively declared war against their eldest brother Muaz/am for the 
throne and in turn lost their lives in the field. 

4. The mother of Kiim Bakhsha and the favourite wife of Aurnngijebe. 
Some say she was a Christian from Georgia, and 'svas purchased by Dara, 
on whose execution she passed into the hands of Aurung/ebe. According to 
others she was a Sbodia Kajput woman of Jodhpur, Once she fell into the 
hands of the Rajputs o* the Rana of Chitor ; but the Rana sent her back to 
Aurung-sebe with honour, (1679). 

Major Tod and Grant Duff iijall her Jodhpuri# 



Letters addressed to 

Prince Muhammad Ma’az-nd-Din Babjidur"^, 
the eldest son of Sultan Muhammad Muazzam, 

Shah Alam Bahadur (the crown prince). 

1706. LETTER LXXIV. 

Grandson Bahadur, (your) victory over Malek GhazI 
and his defeat gave me much pleasure and I praise you for 
that. As a reward for (this) great service you are given 
the ‘ faujdarship’ of Lakhi Jungle-, a military title of 
‘ Dah-Hazari,^ and an additional title. Along with a man- 
date conferring these posts, a robe of honour, a sword, a 
horse, an elephant and jewels will be sent to you. You 
should pay greater and greater attention to conquering 
kingdoms and extirpating the rebels froni the district (f.e*, 
Lakhi Jungle), which should be the duties of princes. You 
should not wait for (my) order to punish the rebels, and 
you should not expect an additional title like (the govern- 
ment) servants, because the kingdom belongs to you (f. e., 
you are a prince). 1 am like the sun on the border of the 
horizon (/. e., I am old and nearing death). 

LETTER LXXV. 

Brave grandson, the sagacious sons should not write 
(to me) asking for additional titles to reporters. Why do 


I. The eldest son of Muazzam, born m the Dcccuit in In 1694 

he WAS $ent Against Uarnali. Annmg^ebe ai>pomtcd him governor of 
Multan. He came to the throne after his father as Jehundar Shah, 

But in one year he was defeated near Agra, then imptisoned, and at last 
put to death by Farflkh Shiar. *713. Ik* used to patfs motil of his time 
with his mistress Ldl KCinwar. 

* a. A district near Delhi, in the Punjak It was devastated by ‘Fateh 
Khan i.it in Sher ShahN time. 

3. Cf. Let. XVI, {«009, % \ ;?ooo/.3’-- joooo). 
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you make me this unreasonable request ? But if you think 
it proper, the service of reportership will be given to ano- 
ther, because the present reporter does not perform his duty 
well (he is not a true reporter). (Couplet) “ When selfish- 
ness came, merit was concealed ; a hundred curtains of 
hearts (u e., men) fell on eyes (t. e., merit is not appreciated 
and rewarded by selfish people ; they are blind to merit)/' 
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Letters addressed to 
Prince Muhammad Bidiir Bakhta'^, 
the eldest son of Sultan Muhammad A’azam Shdh Bahadur. 

LETTER LXXVL 

My grandson Bahadur, from outside reports I came to 
know that during the lime of your stay at Fatehpi^r-, 
wicked persons attacked the place of Doharah which was 
attached (given) to Jehan jCni Begum * for the expenses of 
her garden. The Begum wrote this to you ; and you ten- 
dered her a letter of apology. Why did you not communi- 
cate this circumstance to me ? Why did you conceal the 
correspondence that passed between you and the Begum ? 

LETTER LXXVIL 

Brave grandson, as you have before sent me a present 
for conquering the fortress of Bareetee Sh«ih, this (second) 
present for the same purpose is a repetition (only)* As 


I. A’o/am’s eldest son, bom in 1670. lie took part with his father in 
the Deccan \Var. In itjQi he was i^ivcn the title of ‘ Bahadur.’ In 1703 he 
was appointed {governor ot Khandesh, and in 170*1 governor of Malwa* 
brom T705 to 1706 he was viceroy of Gujarat, ife wan slain in the battle 
between his father and ^iiazzam at Agra, 170??. Of, I-et, XL 

Lit. ‘ the City of Victory’} a town near Agnu 

3# The daughter of Shah Jehan by Mumta/. Mahal, born in i6i4» 
She was accomplished, beautiful and heroic. Once she wa.s dangerously 
burnt and restored to health by Dr. Boughton, an Englisli physician. She 
tlied in 168 r. She was strongly attached to her father and brother Data 
whom suppoitcd; and thus she formed a contrast to her younger sister 
Koshan Ara who helped Aurung/cbe in his ambitious designs and enabled 
him to dethrone Shah Jehan, Jehan Ara was never married and was 
generally known by the name of Jiegum Sahib. She lived with her father 
in the fort of Agra where he was imprisoned. After Shah Jelmn^s death 
(x666) Aurungzebc forgave her former conduct and treated her with kindness 
and Hberalifv. 

In this letter there Roems to be some discrepancy which is not clear# 
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you are going on an expedition I do not accept the second 
present (because you will require more money for the ex- 
pedition ) ; but forgetfulness on your part cannot be 
justified. 


LETTER LXXVIII. 

Grandson Bahadtar, for removing physical diseases and 
avoiding dangers you should continue the morning prayer 
which is accepted by God. All erudite and learned per- 
sons unanimously agree that to blow on water by reciting 
‘ Surat~i~Ikhalas' and ‘ SuraL-I-Shafa^a'^ and then to drink 
that water is the great and immediate cure (of diseases). 
Though to weigh the entire body of a person against gold, 
silver, copper, corn, oil and other commodities is not the 
practice of the country of our ancestors and of the Mohe- 
madans of this country (i, e., India), many needy and poor 
persons are benefited by this practice (therefore we must 
also observe this practice)*^. His Majesty (Shah JehAn) 


1, Lit. ‘ the Chapter on Sinceiity ’ and * the Chapter on Cure * — two 
chapter? m the Koran, This idea bcems to be somewhat ^oroastrian. 

2. This practice of Mola Jana’ (weighing charity) was common among 
the former Hindu Rajahs. Shivaji also practised this. Here Aurung/.ebe 
approves of a Hindu custom, though elsewhere j[Cf, Let II) he condemns 
Hindu customs and rites. Aurangzebe also weighed himself against gold on 
his birthdays and distributed it amongst the poor. About Aurungisebe’s 
charity, besides the HoU dana* (charity), it is mentioned in *Mir-At-i-Alam’ 
that ‘ the annual sum expended in charity amounted to one lac and forty- 
nine thousand rupees.’ CL Let. CLXXVI. 

** From reasons of auspiciousness, and as an opportunity of bej^towlng 
presents upon the poor, His Majesty (Akbar) is weighed twice a year. 
Various articles are put into the scales. On the first day of the month of 
Aban' (x5th October), which is the solar anniversary of the emperor,' 1 1 . M, 
is weighed twelve times against the following article? i gold, quicksilver, 
silk, perfumes, copper, rCih-i-tfitiya, drugs, ghee, iron, rice-milk, seven 
kinds of grain, salt. H. M. is weighed a second time on the 5th of Rajab 
(the Umar birthday of the emperor), against eight articles,, vijt, silver, tin, 
cloth, le^td, fruits, mustard od, and vegetables. 



79 


also used to weigh (against gold, silver &c,) his auspicious 
body twice a year and (then ) to distribute the gold and 
silver equal to the weight of his own body among the poor. 
If this light of my eyes (i. e., grandson Bahadur) will weigh 
his body against various commodities, which are mentioned 
in the letter, fourteen times a year, it will be efficacious for 
removing mental and physical calamities. (Couplet) You 
(i. e.y God) know our (man’s) weakness, anxiety, and inva- 
lidity ; and You also know the remedy and cure of our dis- 
eases.” God is the curer and healer of diseases ; God is 
perfect ; and God is holy. 


LETTER LXXIX. 

Dear grandson, why is your officer absent from perform- 
ing state affairs ? He should not be given a post in the 
state, because he does not serve the state and the army. 
You should not act like your oflicer. Send him to me or 
keep him as your servant. This (not performing the state 
affairs though being state servants) is the habit of Firuis 
Jang and Nasrat JangL This light of my sight (;. c., grand- 
son Bahadur) should not follow such men. {Quatrain) 
“ The time of permanency (L e., of the world) passes away 
like the wind in the desert. Misery and happiness, beauty 
and ugliness, pass away (u e,, time does not stop for any 
one). Everything in the world perishes. The oppressor 


** On both occasions the fefalival of S/ilgirUi (birtlKla>) is celebrated, ‘vvUcw 
donations*, or grants of pardon, arc bestowed upon people of all ranks. 

** Tbe imperial prinses, sons, and grandsons of U. M., arc weighed onvc 
in every solar year.’* Ain-i-^Akbatt. 

According to the Tw^uk-i-Jehangiri and I\Sdish/di Ndmeh, thii» practice 
of weighing of the royal pcjson wm intioduced by Akbar* h i» an old 
Hindu custom. Even the solar *wu/n’ (JSth f)ciob«r) w .is retained by 
Aurungrebe. 

I. This is a had remark against Aarung/che’i^ two gcttcrah. Cf. Lei. 
XVf and LXXXIV. 
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thought that he oppressed us (i. c,, others) ; but the burdeu 
of oppression remained on his own neck and passed away 
from ours (i. e., the oppressor thinks that the oppressed are 
suffering under his oppression; but really the oppressed are 
free from the burden of oppression after a time, while the 
oppressor is never free from it in his life, because he will be 
punished for oppression in the next world) 


LETTER LXXX. 

My brave grandson, at this time there is a dearth of 
good men and women (i, e,, are very rare).^ Work must 
be done according to the dictates of the heart and not 
according to the sayings of bad people. More than this 
cannot be written ; because it causes slander and sin. 
(Verse) The wall has got ears ; move your lips after 
thinking (L e., think before you speak)”. 


LETTER LXXXr. 

My brave grandson, there is an enmity between the 
physically and mentally weak Khan Alam^ and Nasrat 
Jang. You should make Rao Dulip*-^ a mediator between 
them and reconcile them to each other. Having tried to 
win the heart of Nasrat Jang, appointTiis secretary to the 
governorship of Malwa. Fida Khan'^ should be sent for 
stewardship. 


1 . Cf. Let. LVI. 

I. Title of Ikhalas* Khan who served under Aurung;^ebc. He wa«< 
raised to the rank of 5000 in 1689, -with the title of Khuu Alam. In 1696 
the rank of 6000 was conferred on him. He look an active part in 
capturing Sambhaji. 1689, After Aurung/ebe’s death he took up the cause 
of A’asiam against Muazzam and fell in battle in X707. 

a. • Cf. Let. CLXIL 

3* I'ida Khan Kukch was made g^ovunior of Kabul in 1668. 
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LETTER LXXXll. 

My dear grandson, may you be beneiited and prosper- 
ous in religious and worldly matters* You conquered the 
fortresses of Tarkand^ and Navalkand^ from wicked and 
misguided people. May God be praised. The achieve- 
ment of this dear son deserves much praise and laudation. 
Your Shamsheer Kbin’'^ is also a good counsellor, A good 
work proceeds from a good man. I changed the name of 
Tarkand into Shamsheer Gadha (lit. the fortress of Sham- 
sheer Khfin). The conquest of the fortresses by one (L c., 
by you) and the claim of the conquest by the other (/.c., by 
me) excite the special greed of the world conquering (f. e., 
my) treasury. (Couplet) “ The sockets of the eyes of the 
greedy are never filled (/. e., the greedy are never satisfied). 
Till the shell was not contented it was not filled (with 
pearls-f. e., even the shell is not satisfied though it gets 
many pearls in it)’\ 

LETTER LXXXIIL 

Grandson Bahadur, to win the hearts of soldiers is the 
greatest part of success L He of a happy disposition and 
of a high birth (/. c,, you) should try his best to execute 
this affair according to the entire sound advice of his fore- 
fathers. Because dft. the continent of India, this piece of 
bread the Mogul Empire) is a generous gift (to us) 
from Their Majesties, the Lord of the Happy Conjunction 
(i.c., Tamerlane) and the Resident of Heaven (Lc , Akbar)*-^, 
If, through the blessings of the bounties of the Transcendent 

U A lowu tuid foil near tShihimir, ui the IX'Cutu* 
a. A town and fori in tho Dcccaii* 

3, Cf. Let* LXVIL 
i. Of. Let* V* 

Another iiibUntc of 

II 
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God, you can do (something) for the stability and extent 
(of the empire), the eloquent historians will write down 
the details of it which will remain memorable upon the 
book of the pages of everlasting time. (Couplet) “ If you 
are going to enjoy the garden, be quick ; because the spring 
will pass away like the colour of lawsonia inermis (a 
colouring shrub — i.e., don’t delay in taking advantage of the 
opportunity offered to you ; otherwise you will lose it and 
there will be no chance of your having it again)**. 


1703. LETTER LXXXIVJ 

Grandson Bahadur, the expenses incurred by Khan 
Firuz Jang for his followers (in receiving me when I was 
passing from BahAdiirgadh) appeared to me more than 
proportionate to his rank and salary. (During my reception 
by him) I observed guns, VekhlAs'^, ‘bans’^, ‘ram^jangis'^, 
^jazayars*®, ‘god-n^ls*®, ‘shutar-ndls*’^, ‘gaj-nals’^, riding 


I. In tKis letter we find that Aurungzebc could not bear to sec his 
generals displaying greater pomp and dignity than himself ; and confiscated 
much of their property. A part of this letter is quoted by the author of 
‘Ma*asir4-Alamgiri.’ Cf. Let. CLVII. 

Wheels or carriages on which guns are carried. An Indian word, 
also used for carnages drawn by bullocks, seen often in Bombay, 

Contraction of *agni-ban’ ^fire-ariows. (Sans.). 

Harps invented by Ram, the lover of Vees, (Pers. Jangis=chaiigjs — 
harps). Hence, niiliLary horns, 

(j* Large muskets (an Indian term)# 

6 , Guns carried on horses (an Indian word). 

y, Guns carried on camels (a Persian word). 

8. Guns carried on elephants (an Indian word). Sans. *gaj’ or /gan*==: 
an elephant, Cf. * Gaj Pali* or * Gan Pati ’ (the Lord of Elephants), a 
Hindu god, son of Shiva and Pur^ati* 

“ Again, he (Akbat) made another kind of gun, which can easily be 
<;arried by a single elephant? such guns have the name of gaj-ndls#’’ 

Ain-i-Akbari# 



horses with necessary equipments, horses and elephants 
equipped with armours stuffed with silk, other necessary 
things of pomp and dignity, and many other things which 
were either necessary or unnecessary. Therefore I con- 
fiscated many of the belongings of the Khfin. Why do you, 
who have got things double those of the Khan, waste 
money and spend it without any cause? To spend money 
after useful things is necessary ; but to spend it after other 
things (i.e., useless things) is for self-adornment, 

1693, Letter LXXXV. 

Grandson Baluldtir, I read (your) petition word by 
word. It enjoins two alternatives (L e», you should choose 
one of the alternatives). I must go to MiUvii and Akbar- 
ih&d } , and you, to the Deccan, or vice versa. Write to me 
which of the two alternatives you find suitable. 

LETTER LXXXVL 

Brave grandson, this light of sight (i e., dear grandson 
Bahiid^r) writes in (the beginning of) many letters (to me) 

‘ May eternity join with fortune (Lc,^ may your-Aurung- 
xebe’s-fortune be eternal)’. It is impossible that (one’s) 
fortune should last from generation to generation. (Then) 
how will It reach eternity ? (i. e., fortune is not eternal). 

(Henceforth) you should begin every letter (thus) : ' By 

the blessings of the bounties of the Unrivalled Exalted 
God’. Because God says truly ‘ Man is created helpless’^. 
(Couplet) “ Know that the opposition of an enemy and a 
friend is from God ; because the hearts of both of them are 
in His possession (t. e*, the source of enmity as well as 
friendship is God and not man ; because man’s actions are 
subject to God’s will)/^ 


Cl* Let* iXT. 

f* A pht'W fmra ihe I^oran. 
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Letters addressed to 


Muhammad Azim-ud-DIn Bahiidur,^ 
second son of Miiazzam Shdh Alam Bahddur* 

1704, LETTER LXXXVII. 

(My) grandson, well versed in repeating the great and 
ancient Koran by heart, some political affairs are taken 
into consideration. I am excessively desirous of seeing this 
light of the eye {L e,, my dear grandson)* Having looked 
after the exalted government affairs and being desirous to 
see me, you should, in obedience to my order, appoint 
MUrshid Kulli Khdn- to the governorship of your place 
{in Bengd.1) and (then) should come into my humble pre- 
sence with elephants and the royal treasury. Nay, if you 
march (to see me) before receiving (my) order, it will be 
considered obedience on your part. 


t, Azinx-ush-Shun, second son of Muazzam, bom in 1664 of a Hindu 
princess. Aurungzebe appointed him in 1697 viceroy of Bengdl and 
• fatjjdar* of Cucb Bahdr. He made Patna the seat of his government and 
named it Azimabad. In 169S be sold to the English the * zamindarship ’ 
o£ Chuttanutty, Calcutta, and Govindpur. After Auningzcbe^ death he 
joined his father (1707) and took part ijn the battle between Muazzam and 
A*azam. Second lime he was appointed governor of ikngal (s^yoy^-xyiz) by 
his father. After the death of hit. father, he fought for the throne with 
Jehandar Shah and his other brothers. In the end he was drowned in the 
Kavee, a liver in the- Punjab, while fighting (171 3). He was the father of 
Farukh Shiar who came to the throne after Jehundnr Shah in 1713. 

3. Jafar Khan Murshid KulU Khan^ was appointed governor of 
Bihar in 1703. I^revions to that he was rainisler to Muhammad Aziuwid- 
Bin. In 1704 he was appoinled vicerov of Bengal. He founded the capital 
of Mfirshiddbad and named it after hi.s original title, lie wi^tfl the son of a 
Brahman coxiveited to Islam. He died in the reign of Muliammud Shall 
about 1736 and wab succeeded fay his sou-lu-law Shuju-ud-Banhi, antestor 
of Sirdj-ud-DauIa, connected with the Blacl Hole of Calcutta. 
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LETTER LXXXVIIL 

Grandson Azim, It is not good to be careless, like my- 
self, of the Generous God and of oppression upon people 
who are the deposits^ of the Creator. Especially it is very 
bad for princes to practise oppression^. You should always 
accept as right, heartily and secretly, the true (religious) 
doctrines of death, resurrection, * Sirat’,^ and divine punish- 
ment (after death). Every moment you should know that 
you are to depart from this world so that the new branch 
of hope will rise from the dust of expectance and the 
flowers of blessings will not be removed by the wind of the 
sigh of the oppressed (i. c., you will not be disappointed by 
the curses of the oppressed). Whence did you learn this 
peculiar habit (of oppression) which was neither practised 
by your grandfather nor by your father ? It is better to 
eradicate this foolish habit (i, e., oppression) from your 
mind. I considered you better than other princes (i. e., my 
sons and grandsons) and I thought you to be a future king* 
(Verse) What we think proves to be false (or cprutrary- 

man proposes, God disposes)*’. 


X. Men arc considcretl to be the deposits of God In this world* 
Cf. Let. VIL 

• 

St* Auriingzebe used to give advice to princes how to manage state 
affairs. He wanted lo impress upon their mnids his standard of kingly duty 
for the responsibilities of government* 

3. The bridge on the border of hell, crossed by the dead-mentioned in 
the Avesta and in the Koran. It is named ‘Chinvud i^ul* by the Parsis, 
Here we find Aurungzebc^s sense of justice and faith in religious matters, 
Cf. Let. CXXXIL 

The author of *Mir«At.*i-Alam* calls Atxrungzefoe ** This most virtuous 
monarch,’* and says, ** lie is remarkable for his rigid attachment to religion*** 
Again ilie author says, ** lie never puts on the clothes prohibited by 
religion, nor does he ever use vessels of silver or gold/’ There it is said 
that Aurungxebo as a strict Sunni, followed the doctrines of Aba XIanifa 
and was perfectly ac^tuainted with the commentaries, fraditiona and law# 
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LETTER LXXXTX. 

Grandson of high dignity, you have requested me re* 
garding the assignment of the ^strict of ShankarpiQr as a 
‘%hir’ to Shah ilijdh your father). I did not know 
whence you acquired such well wishing. It Is no matter 
had Alijdh himself requested me about what you requested. 
Otherwise remove such foolish ideas from (your) head ; be- 
cause they do not increase love and friendship (between us). 
Nay such foolish ideas are proper to be a cause of affliction 
to self conceit and pride. 


LETTER XC. 

Grandson Azim, though the produce of the toddy 
of Mahal ^ is meant for acquiring wealth, it cannot be 
understood which dishonest ‘ K4zi^ you a decision (in 
favour of selling and drinking ‘ toddy’). You should regard 
such counsellors, who are the cause of ruin to families, as 
the enemies of your person and property and as the evil 
wishers of your present and future lives. You should 
thank the Holy and High God for His bounty that He has 
bestowed upon you fertile and productive districts and 
everything cheap and abundant. You should consider the 
protection of the subjects as the source of happiness in this 
world and in the next world. m 


t. An innocent drink of the people of Gujarat, Bengal, and other 
parts of India, obtained from date-trees and palm-trees. The Mohemadans 
are strictly prohibited in the Koran from drinking any intoxicating 
spirits* . 

a. i.ft, Raj Mahal, a district o£ Bengal. There are many Malials 
(lit. dhtricts) in different parts of India, Cf. Panch Mahal, in Gnjatat; 
Bar Mahal, in the Madras Presidency* 
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Letter addressed to 

Amir'-ial-Umara Shayasta Khan ^ , 

Governor of Akabarabad.^ 

1659. LETTER XCL 

Faithful friend of auspicious nature, may you live 
under the protection of the Exalted God. I am anxious" 
for you. On Tuesday, the aoth inst. of Rabi-^fil-Awab^— 


1. A general of Shah Jehan and (maternal) uncle of Aurungzcbe oi 

whom he was a great supporter in Shah Jehan’s court. He was the son of 
Asaf Khan, Nur Jehan’s brother, after whose death Shah Jehan appointed 
him his minister, Shah Jehan appointed him governor of Berar in 

1638 and governor of Gujarat in 1652. During Shah jehan’s reign he took 
part in the Deccan War with Aurungzebe who ga%^c him the title of Klian 
Jehan in 16 ^ 6 , In 1658 his nephew conferred on him the title of Amir-nU 
Umara when he came to his side by deserting Shah Jehan and Dara. (Cf. 
Inti od#). He was appointed governor of Agra in the same year.’ At the time 
of the victory gained over Shuja at Cnjwii he was governor of Akbarabad 
(Agra) acting for Aurungzebe. Afterwards Aurungzebe made him viceroy 
of the Deccan (X659) and ordered him to punish Shivaji. At f’oona he 
was surprised, when sleeping at night, by a party of Mahrattas under 
Shivaji in a marriage procession; and he narrowly escaped death with the 
loss of some of his fingers. 1663. Then he was recalled from the Deccan 
by the emperor and made governor of Bengal in place of the late Mir 
Jumia, 1666 * Here he subdued the pirates of Arakan m the Bay of Bengal 
who used to disturb Benga^. Here he proved himself to be a great tyrant. 
His name is proverbial m Bengal as a despotic and tyrannous ruler. In 
1679 he returned from Bengal to Delhi and was appointed governor of 
Akbarabad (second time). lie died in 1694. (Cf, Let, CXXVHI), His 
.original name was Mirza Murdd. •* He was, without doubt, by lus birth 
and connections, the first subject of the empire, not of the royal blod; and 
Aurungzebe treated him as such to • the end of his life,*’ He was an 
invaluable coadjutor of Aurungzebe. ** Ue had the reputation of writing 
the most insinuating letter, and using the most persuasive eloquence, of 
any man in Hindostan.” (Bernier), 

2. The favourite and frequent abode of the Mogul emperors, esp,, of 
Akbar who rebuilt the city (Agra) and named i( after himself. It stands 
on the Jamna and contains the famous Taj Mahal. Cf, Let, XL 

3. The third Mohemadan month. Lit. * the first time of spring or 
harvest#’ 
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the day of writing this letter to you — ^ShiSja^, whose lot was 
defeat, encountered the victorious army which was under 
the victorious stirrup of this most needy person (i.e., Au- 
rungzebe himself) to God Whose name is glorious, and 
found the return of evil actions in (his) lap, full of his own 
misfortunes (i.e,, he was defeated by me). (Couplet) “From 
whose hand and tongue can come out the responsibility of 
^:hanksgiving to God fully (i.e., no one in this world thanks 
God fully for His bounties) ? ” The details of this great 
victory^ (of Cujwa over Shiaja) will be written to you 
afterwards. I pursued the cowardly Jasvant Singh^ who 


4. Shah Jehan’s second son. He was governor of Bengal in his 
father’s time, When Shah Jehan fell ill in 1657 he marched upon Delhi 
With a large army; but was defeated at Bahadurpur, near Benares, by Raja 
Jai Singh and Suliman Shehuh, Dara’s son. Afterwards he led an army 
against Aurungzebe when the lattei became emperor; but was defeated at 
Cujwa, near Allahabad, 1659. This is the victory (of Cujwa) mentioned in 
the letter. Then Shuja fled away to Assam and was pursued thcie by 
Muhammad, Aurungzebe’s eldest son, and by Mir Junila, Aurung/.ebe’s 
general. At last he died miserably at Arakan, in Burma. 1660. Shuja 
was a Shiah, a drunkard, and a sensual Mohemadan, * * JTe was Loo much 
a slave to his pleasures.” (Bernier), ** He was more discreet, firmer of 
purpose, and excelled him (Data) in conduct and address.” (Beinler), 

5. Aurungzebe was on the point of defeat; but the tables were shortly 
turned against Shuja through the bravery and piesence of mind of Mir 
Jumla. The battle was lost to Shuja thiough his mistake of dismounting 
his elephant eailier like Dara at Samugarh. Th^^date of the battle (1659) 
may be found from the following Persian veisc: * Shavad fatch mubiral 
bada * (may the victory be happy). 

6. Raja Jasvant Singh (lit. the glorious or victorious lion), Maharaj.lh 
of Marwdr, in Kajputana, was a Rajput general of Shah Jehan with whom 
he was related. Along with Kasim Khan he was sent by Dara agains^ 
Murad and Aurungzebe, Had he attacked them soon as they appeared on 
the opposite bank of the Nurbada, at Dharmatpur, they would have been 
easily defeated and the course of Indian history would have been quite 
different, lie delayed and attacked them aflei two days; but was defeated 
and fled aw ay to Maiw'ar chiefly through the baseness and treachery ol 
Kasim Khan and his Mohemadan followers, ^657. For this disgraceful 
flight the Raja was severely taken to task by lus wife. After Dara’s defeat 
at Samugarh (1659) he dcscilcd him and joined Aurungzebe. Before the 
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That sacrifice (ie,, you) should write to Khdii jehdri 
BahAdur^ (to the effect), “ The horse merchants and others 
are complaining. This is a true tradition that ‘ Oppression, 
will cause darkness on the day of judgment’ Why did you 
not remember this tradition ? Why did you forget death 
which is near your artery which is approaching you) ? 
Fear the wrath of God and the punishment of the emperor 
(i.c., Aitrungzebe)“*. (Couplet) ‘ The mildness of God deals 
leniently with you ; but if you go beyond (the mild treat- 
ment) you are disgraced (or punished by Him).’ 

That sacrifice (i.d., you) should tell Nasrat Jang (your 
own son) and inform him that I will send him (as a present) 
an emerald ring which will not contain (on its collet) all 
his titles. If he agrees, only the name ‘ Nasrat Jang’ will 
be engraved on it and then it will be sent to him as a 
present. (Verse) ** Do you know what was engraved on 
Solomon's ring?'^ There was written in gold on the collet, 
* This world passes away.’ ” 

I saw the saint brought into my presence by R^h 
Alhih Khdn^ (the Second). He was like a dandy and not 
like a former true saint. On seeing the saint i remembered 
the advice of Miyevn Abdul Latif*^~may his holy tomb be 


i. Cf. Let XXVML 

5. Further evidence of Aurimg/.ebe’s sense of justice, Of, Let, XIV. 

The second portion of the letter seems to have been written not in 
1704; because Khan jehan lUliadur had died in 1697. 

6. a Let. XLV. 

7. Solomon the Wise, son of David, a kinfj and prophet of the Jews. 
Solomon’s ring is well known in Persian literature. It was through this 
ring that he is said to have exercised his power and Muilionty over nil man 
and genii. Once he lost it and consequently lost his kingdom and throne. 
But afterwards It was found find then he recovered his lost kingdom 
and throne, 

K. Cf. Let eXX, 

0* Cf, Let, XXIL 
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sanctified — who, one day, spoke to this sinner {i.e., Aurung- 
zebe), “ You should not visit saints.”^® I said, “ If we 
worldly men engrossed in sins do not perform God’s duties 
by paying the perfect saints a short visit, what will be our 
case and condition?” He replied, “The prohibition is 
meant for the saints of the present time who do not follow 
the ways of the great saints of the past. If you pay them 
a visit, you will be more blind (than before). And this is 
not good. May God protect you”. That sacrifice (i.e., 
you) should write the saint, “ It is ordered by the emperor 
Aurungzebe) that you should obey the order of God 
and give Him satisfaction. You are free to go wherever 
you like. Henceforth you should not disturb the emperor 
and me by your visits. You will be given a fixed allowance.” 


1704. LETTER XCIIP. 

That sacrifice, let it be known to you that this sinner 
(i.e., Aurungzebe), who had refused to visit the above-men- 
tioned saint (of Let. XCII), has pardoned him by reading true 
traditions of the doctors of the Mohemadan law. When I 
thought well (upon this), I found my refusal to visit the 
saint due to the deceit and deception of the worst passion®. 
Otherwise how could I keep my desire (pf visiting the saint) 
under control ? (Verse) “ Passion is a dragon (i.e,, it in- 
jures others) ; how can it die ? It lies congealed on 
account of the want of means (».«., passion never dies in a 
man; whether it remains active or inactive in him)”. 
May God be praised that I have not yielded to passion and 


JO Cl Let. LXXI, Aurungzebo’s contempt for the assumed sanctity 
of dcrvises sitews that he was not superstitious. 

1, This letter is in continuation of the latter part of the above letter. 
Here Aurungzebe changes lus mind. 

3. Cf. Let. CXXXIV. 



93 


its deception. Especially, to rejoice at the loss of others is 
an act of passion. That sincere sacrifice (i.e., you) should 
request the holy saints to pray for (my) good, happiness, 
and escape from the fetters of passion. The (above-men- 
tioned) saint himself is a virtuous and noble minded Saiyad 
(a true descendent of the prophet Mahomet). If he prays 
sincerely (for us) It is good. O God ! let me live as a 
saint, make me die as a saint, and revive me on the day 
of judgment among the saints®. Amen; ! amen ! amen ! 


LETTER XCIV. 

According to the request of that sacrifice (f.e., Asad 
Lhdn), Ateek Allah Khan has been made permanent in his 
post. For this he must observe many conditions. Firstly, 
he must every year increase the revenue of (his) district } 
secondly, he must not practise oppression upon the *Ahadis’^ 
and must not ruin any village ; thirdty, he must make free of 
robbers the boundaries of his own ‘ faujddri’ and make them 
full of safety, so that travellers, way farers, merchants and 
* bipAris’^ may travel without any anxiety. H he accepts 


3. Cf. Let. LXXI. 

0 

X. An Indian jnilifary corps of ihe time of the Moguls. They were 

warranted officers. 

‘Most clerks of the imperial offices, the painters of the court, the 
loromen in Akbar’s wkshops, &c., belonged to this corps. They 
were called ‘Ahadis,’ or single men, because they stood nndw 
Akbar’i, immediate orders. The word ‘Aliadi,’ the li of which is the 
Arabic 7, was spelt in official returns with the Persian V; so deep rooted, 
says Badaoni, was Akbar’s hatred for everything which was Arabic.’ 

“ For the sake of the convenience of the Ahadis, a separate divdn 
(secretary) and a paymster were appointed, and one of the great Amirs is 
their chief. Many Ahadis have indeed more tlian Ks, 5W per mensem,” 

Ain-i>Akbari. 

s. An Imlinn word for ’merchants,’ Cf. Lei, JXX, 
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these conditions and acts according to them, he will be 
given a written document for the post ; otherwise, not. 
When the second Khalif Umar,^ the Lord ef the Believers — 
may God be pleased with him — appointed, in his ‘ khil^fat’, 
one the governor of a province, he made some conditions 
with him. (i) He must not allow the door keeper to have 
a watch near the door of the court so that people might 
represent their needs before him without any difficulty, 
(3) He must spend his time in rendering-services to the peo- 
ple of God, (3) He must not ride (but walk on foot, so that 
people might represent their needs to him). (4) He must not 
take anything from the royal treasury for himself or for 
his family*. He must follow a profession and (thus) earn 
his livelihood by lawful means. If he cannot earn it on 
account of old age or sickness, he might, by the advice of 
the true believers, take (from the royal treasury) occasion- 
ally one or three ‘dirams*;® more than this must not be 
allowed. (5) He must show (his) courage by dealing out 
justice to people ; and in deciding cases he must not be 
partial to relatives and friends. Many other conditions are 
also written in chronicles and histories. We, who are the 
followers of the Khallfs, should try our best according to 
our ability. O God ! guide us to the right path ; and con* 
fer peace upon good and virtuous people. 


3, Umar Hn Kliattab, one of the four Khalifs after the Piophet — 
known for his Justice and bravery. lie was one of the favourite companions 
aad father-in-law of Mahomet. He ruled foi nine years (634-643) as second 
Khalif after the Prophet. He was murdered by a Persian slave named 
FirOz. 643. It was he who destroyed the old Persian empire. The city 
of Bttssora was founded by him. 

Khalif means literally *a follower* or ‘successor’ (Ar,) of Mahomet; 
then the term came to be applied to the acknowled^ycd head of the 
Mohemadans, both in political and religious matteis. Here Aurnngzcbe 
claims to be a great advocate of justice. 

4, Cf. Let. LI. 

5, A small coin, worth about two pence^ 



1 ^ 03 - LETTER XCV.'^ 

That sacrifice, you should bring to-day Mi5na*am Kh^n^, 
the deputy of Shah Alam, who has been also made his 
minister, into my presence for giving him permission to 
depart, so that I should acquaint him with particulars 
about the evil intention of the wicked Akbar" who, with 
the hope of (receiving) help from the Persian Demon of the 
Forest^, has stayed in Hirat^, near Kandahar®, and through 
the suggestion of the governor of that province, does not 
move further ; and who is waiting for my death, (Verse) 
** I did not forget the ords of the musician who, at the 
time of applying his bow to the cups (or pots) which cause 
danger'^, used to say ^ I do not know whether the stone of 


I. The purport of this letter is mentioned by the author of * Ma’asir-i-* 
Alamgiri’. 

3* cf.Lot.vir. 

3* Autungiiobe’s fourth son, bom of the daughter of Navi/. Khait of 
Abmedubad, in 1676. In 1677 he was appointed governor of Malwa ; and 
in X679, governor of Miiltan, lie joined the Rajputs and rebelled against 
his father. 1680, lie marched against his father with a Rajput force under 
DCirga Ris ; but failed in his attempt through Aurung/*ebe^s presence of 
itiind and cunning. Then he went to the Deccan and joined the Mahrattas 
under Sambhaji, Shlvaji^s son, at Rahiri (Cf, Let. CXT). After a time he 
started for Persia. 1683* There he lived at Garmsir in Kliorasan under the 
protection of Shah Husain Safavi of Persia as his guest and died there In 
1706. Thus he died one ymr earlier than his father as was expected in' this 
letter. The very words ‘the wicked Akbar’ ( * Akbar-i-Abtar^) arc also 
applied by Khafi Khan to this rebel prince. Bernier says that Aurungxebe 
nominated Akbar for his successor, ‘ He was restless, turbulent, arrogant^ 
and mischievous.* 

A contemptuous term for the Pmsiau king Shah Husain of the 
Safavian dynasty. 

Of. Let. X# 

6, Cf. Let L Cf. Sanskrit ‘ Ghslndharva.^ 

7, Thi^j refers to a kind of Indian music In which several cups full 
of water ate placed one upon another and then a bow is applied to these 
pots for producing music* There is most probability and thus danger of 
these pots being tumbled down# 
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the shy of destiny destiny itself) will break you (ue.^ 
the pots) or me (i*e., the musician) sooner' Mtina'am 
Khdn’s plan must be nothing but this that he should leave 
his own son at Cibul^ with a large army, that he should keep 
Muhammad Ma’az-Hd-Din BahadUr^^ at Mtlltdn^'*- with 
great preparations, and that till the decision of this case, 
i.«., till the death of this mortal (i.e., Aurungzebe), there 
should be contentment in peace and in the division of the 
kingdom* 

I tell you as a last . advice from me that there have 
been many ambitious men, who bji kindling the fire of 
warfare, have involved the kingdom into misery, passed 
their lives in bitterness and died with repentance* One of 
these men was B&ri the Pompous. Had he listened to the 
advice of His Majesty (Shah JehAn) he would not have met 
with misery and misfortune. It was proper that he should 
suffer misery (because he did not pay attention to Shah 
JehAn’s advice). Though ambition gives man rest for a 
time, it makes him restless (for ever).^^ O God I better 
the condition of the followers of Mahomet ; and have 
mercy upon them in this world and in the next world. 


1706. LETTER XCVL 

I have communicated my devoted^ servant (Le,, you) 
the report, sent to me by Arajad Khan, containing the mis- 


S. Aiarungzefee says lie does not Icnow nvlietlier Aktsar or he hiinscH 
would die earlier, He thinki that most probably Akbar will die before him. 
Here Aurungiiebe is compared to the musician and Akbat to the cup. 

9* During the time of the Moguls it formed a part of the Indian 
Empire. Now itjbelongs to Afghauiitan and forms ^ho capital of that country, 
the Amir of Afghanistan residing there* 

10. Cf, Let, LXXIV, 
ix* A town in the Punjab, 

13 . Here Aorungxebo seems to forget lus own ambition for securing 
ihe liirone by foul means# * 




tnanagemeiit of the grandsons of the grandees and of the 
son of Muhammad Mltzafiar Bakhsha. You should write 
to Muhammad laar Khan^, who is negligent of God like 
myself, according to my order, for imprisoning the rebels 
of the capital Delhi or Agra) and for not neglecting, 
in future, such worldly necessary affairs which arc truly 
religious. Though it is not necessary I will also send 
you the order. (Verse) “You have got eyes; and the 
world is before you. There is no need of the teacher and 
of the teaching (i.c., man must get his experience from the 
world and not from hpoks).” 

I came to know from the letter of a friend that 
Muhammad A’azam (Aurungzebe’s third son) appointed 
his own servants, on the royal road, to the post of 
‘ ddk chauki’’ Does he mean to receive the reports of 
the events (happening in his district)? It is strange 
. that you have not represented to me this case. Possibly 
the prince is not in his mood is careless and in- 
different to his work). If he is not particular in his work, 
how will he manage the state* afiairs which are a i«?mp le 
of the affairs of the court of God which are religious 
and divine)* ? You should write to him to do away with 
that private (and not of state) invention (of ‘ dAk chank ? ’ ) 
which he has introduced ; otherwise it will be abolished by 
force. I ask forgiv^ess from God for my every crime and 
turn to Him (for repentance). (Couplet) “We cease speak- 
ing. This is sufficient for the wise. We cried out whether 


I. Son oi laliittitd Klidn, grandlaon of Asaf Khtln, a noblemati of tb« 
time ol Aurun|j2:«be* lie was appointed governor of Shdli jehdn Ab^d and 
died in 1696* He was known for his honesty# There was another man of 
the same name, who was also governor of Shdh Jehdn Abad# In 1703 h# 
was made ‘fanjddr’ of Muridabadi. 

Tost; police stations from which reports can be carried to him 
immediately (an Indian term)* 

3* Cf* Let# Xn where the prince U mpresented m idle and passings 
mvAy his time m hunting, C 4 IMm XXVIUL 

u 



there was any one in the village, (/.c., a word to the wise 
is sufficient. I have given the prince sufficient advice; now 
it is for’him to act according to it) 

The ring, with an emerald collet, which last night I 
selected for Ktilll Khan, is simple (fe., not engraved). 
Now I remember that his title is Chin Killch Khan^. You 
should write to the head of the jewelry department'* to 
call an engraver, to get the ring engraved with all his 
(Kulli Khan’s) titles and then to send it to the above- 
mentioned Khan. ^ 


4. Nj/am-ul-Mulk, A&af Jah, liis original name being Mir Kamr-ud« 
Din. He took part m the Deccan War. In 1699 he was honoured with the 
title of Chin Kilich Khan. In 1702 he was appointed governos of Bijapur. 
lip distinguished himseU In the siege of .Vdkingarh. 1706. Bahadur Shah 
made him viceroy of Oujlc. 1707. In 1713 Farukh Shiar confeircd on him 
the title of Niijam-ul-Mulk and appointed him viceroy of the Deccan. After 
the overthrow of the Saiyad brothers he was made \izier to Muhammad 
Shall. After a time he established himself as an independent ruler at 
J-Joidcrabad in the Dcccam He '^as sent by Muhammad Shah against the 
Mahrattas who compelled him to sign a convention at Sironji. I73.S. He 
died in 17)8. He was the son of Fiiu/ Jang and the founder of the present 
fji/am dynasty of Haiderabad. He was a great soldier and diplomatist 
land was respected by every one. 

5. 'Javahir Khaneh, treasury for precious stones. 

^ “His Majesty (t.e., Akbar) appointed for#his oOicc an intelligent, 
trustworthy, clever treasurer, and as his assistants, an evperienced clerk, 
a zealpiii» darog/ih (supciintendcnt), and also skilful jewellers. The found- 
ation theicfore of this iinpoitant department icsts upon those four pillars. 
They classilicd the jewels, and thus removed the rust oi confusion,*’ 

Ain-i-Akhari, 

Then the author {Abut I^isil) mentions the dilfereut kinds of jewels 
collected in the treasury, namel), rubies, diamonds, emeialds, led and 
blue ‘yakuts,’ and peat Is. 
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LETTER jXOVir. 

I, read the letter sent to you by Ruh Allah 
together with the report. But the letter did not please me. 
You will send Ruh Alhih Khan the map according to (Hie 
request in) his letter, Wh}’' should I accept your request 
for keeping Abdulhlh Kban*^ in his post when he has done ! 
nothing ?* But when the above-mentioned Khan (i.c., fi'&h * 
Allah Khan) is his superior, I accede to your request ; ^ 
(because Ruh Allah Khan will improve AbdlillAh Khdn). 
God gives supplies and provisions to whom He wishes" 
without any calculation. Now you should employ him 
(f.c,, Abdullah Khdn) in some difficult work so that this 
favour (of keeping him in his post) will not prove costly to 
us (by his doing' soriie thing). - . , 

You have requested me to favour Kao 'Dtilip^ with a" * 
* jaldli ’ Had he taken the fortress before your arrival 
there, it would have been allowable to favout him with a 
‘ jaldt\ When you arrived there, what importance slippld 
be attached to RAo Du lip (And consequently he shoultf" 
not be rewarded with a ^ jaldia’ ). But after 'all Jie ' should * 
be rewarded with a ‘ jaldxi * for pleasing you or through ' 
mere kindness from me. 


X. C£, Let. CXX. ^ . 

a. Along with Muhammad Ameen Khari he was sent in 1659 agains£''f 
Jasvant Singh in order to punish hint for his trdachciy. In i{>69* he* Hvas 1 
made bupenntcndenl of the * Ohosal ’Khtin'eh.^ * ' >•- 

There was another man, bearing ^ the same name, entitled Punni, 
who serv<}d under Abut Hasan of Ciolcdnda, In 16^7 'h^* deterfed Ifis ^ 
master and went over to Attrung/.ebe* - - 

3. ti Let. CL.Xn and LXXXL * ' ' * ’ 

A pri^^e pven to a w^ililary officer, for his exploits (u forkish word), ^ 
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LETTER XCVIII. 

This year Ameer Khin^ sent (me) so late a basket (of 
mangoes) as a present that many of them were* spoiled. 
You should write him to send me mangoes as soon as possi- 
ble though I do not want them. (Verse) “ O Bedil avar- 
ice is never contented ; otherwise most of the things of 
our livelihood which we use would be useless (i.e., an avari. 
cious man is never contented ; because he covets more 
things than what are really useful to him) 

— — • 

1698. LETTER XCIXL 

I condole that devoted servant for the death of Ameer 
KhAn® though we must also die. (Verse) “ Though the 


*. Cf. Let. XVII, 

Abdul Kddlr Bcdil, a celebrated Persian poet oi India. He ivas a 
Tartar and in his yo«th served under prince A’azam, Aurungzebe’s third 
son, who one day ordered him to write a panegyric in his praise; but he 
declined to do so and resigned his service and never afterwards served 
any one* His chief works are: ♦ Muhit-i*A’azam ’ and * Ruka’at-i-Bedil.* 
He died in the beginning of the reign of Muhammad Shah. ‘Bedil* was the 
aom-dc^plume of this poet. The line in the letter is addressed to himself. 
Cf. Let. CLXXVIII. 

X. Here we find Aurungzehe giving an ordpr for confiscating the 
property of an officer who was just dead on the plea that the property was 
public* (Cf* Let* CXXVIII and CXLVI)* ll was not good on his part 
to do sOf He cannot be justified in this. 

The barbarous and ancient custom obtains in this country (he,, India), 
of the king*s constituting himself sole heir of the property of thoj»e who 
die in his service.** Bernier. 

Bernier calls it an odious and tyrannical custom which brought the 
widows and sons of the deceased nobles to misery and wretchedness* He 
mentions two instances of this nature which happened in the time of Shah 
Johan* In one of these the emperor was deceived and disappointed by the 
trick of his deceased noble, Neekndm Khan. 

^ a, Swrnamed Mir Miran, son of Khalil Allah Khan Yazdi, his 
original name being Meer Khan* We was honoured with the title of Ameer 
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soul remains (In the body) the path of life Is not endless 
(i.e., man is mortal)”. That sacrifice you) should 
write to the minister of the capital of Ldhore^, who is his 
your) brother, “ You should confiscate the property 
of the deceased (i.c., Ameer Khan) with the utmost en- 
deavour so that not only ‘ nakeer’,^ ‘ katmeer\^ ‘ dimi*,® 
and Mirami"^, but even a piece of straw is not left. And 
having also enquired (about his property) cautiously and 
fully from outsiders, and from his followers and servants by 
giving them hopes and threats, you should take into your 
possession whatever you find”. Because the property (of 
Ameer KliAn) belongs to the subjects. When the king of 
the time shews, rightly or wrongly, a person more favour 


Khan in X675. Of. Let XVII. In 1669 he was made governor of Allahabad. 
He was governor of Cabul m 16S7 where he died in 1698, Anrungaebe was 
sorry to hear of his death. He 'was a nobleman of high rank in the time 
of Shah Jehan and Aurungzebe, and a great favourite of the latter. He 
was honest, sincere and loyal. Aurungjsebe conferred the title of Ameer 
Khan on his son after his death. 

There was another man bearing the same natiie, Saiyad Ameer Khan, 
who was governor of Cabul in i6<j 3 and died in 1670, 

3. The chief town of the Punjab. It was the capital of Ranjit Singh, 
the Lion of the Punjab. 

4. The small white covering over a date stone. 

5. The split of a date stone. It also means the dog that followed 
the seven sleepers in the ca%^e in the time of the Roman Emperor Dec ios. 
These two words { 4 and 5 ) are always used together and mean ‘the smallest 
quantity’ (of the property). 

61 A small coin, i/40th of a rupee, used in the time of the Moguls, 
esp-, in the time of Akbar. The ‘dim’ weighs 5 ‘ tanks’; it is the fortieth 
part of the rupee. At first this coin was called * Paisih,’ • and also 
‘ Bahloli;’ mow it is known under this name (dam). On one side the place 
is given where it was struck, and on the other the date. 

“ For purpose of calculation, the ‘dam* is divided into twenty-five 
parts, each of which is called a ‘jetal’,” Ain-i^Akbari. 

It was a copper coin. 

7* Another small coin, equal to nearly three annas, an ancient silver 
coin, the shnpe of which resembled that of a date stone. . 
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than w|iat is mentioned necessary In the Koran, the rights 
of the true believers Mohemadans) are done awaj) 

with. During his (i.e., Ameer Khan’s) life time, I allowed, 
him this crime® (i.e., tq jenjoy his property) in order to win, 
bis heart ; (but) now (after his death) why should I not^ 
take possession of his property? (Couplet) “I talked, 
much ; now I remain silent, I told you many problems ; 
now I am qulet^t*^** I have said enough. Now I do not f 
want to say further)". ^ ^ - 


LETTER C. 

Muhammad Khdn^ has been given an additional title* 
of ‘Sadi’. 2 That sacrifice (/.e., you) should order tKe^ 
paymaster of the kingdom to register this title In the office 
records. Mlikhalis Khan^ will write the superintendent to 
assist the record keeper. Mtikaram Khfin^ will do what * 
he has to do* 

1706. LETTER Cl. 

I gave a turban made of the Yaman’ cloth to the son® . 
of Muhammad Ameen Khfe^. , You should order the super- 


8. Here Aurung/ebfe’s notion is peculiar, 

I. Son of Saiyad Muttezd Klmn. He was appointed ‘ faujd.ir * of 
Mewat in 1693* 

3. A title 01 post given to a military officer, who had a JntndmV 
horsemen under him. Cf. Let. XVIII. -• * 

. 3* Cf. Let, CXIV. 

4« A Nawdb, governor of Multan' in the time of Aurung/ebe, Cf* Let ^ 

cxxx. ' ’ ; 

i. A town in Arabia, so called because situated on the right side 
of Arabia. 

i, I,e.^ Kainr-ud-Dln KHan. , ’ 

3. lie was prime minister of Aurnngsebe before 1703. in the same 
year he was given the title of ‘Bahadur’ for his display of bravdry during the 
siege of Khelnd. In 1705 he took' part m’thesiijge of Vdkingarh. < . In .1706 
he was honoured with the tUW of ‘ Chin BahWfir*’ ' , * , , . 



103 


intendeni of the jewellery department^ to send me in the 
evening two or three turbans with their exact prices. 
Though it is not a rule to present a turban to a person 
whose post is lower than that of * Chehar-Hazari',^ as he is 
a boy it matters not to give him such a present for pleasing 
him. His Majesty (Shah Jehan) also had presented (a tur- 
ban) to the son^ of Sadik Khan Bakhashi. (But) H. M. 
prohibited him from putting on such a turban (given as a 
present) when he arrived at the age of discretion and grew 
up to be a man« 


LETTER CII. 

Devoted servant of (my) court, Hussain Ali KhAn^ 
quarrelled with (my) grandson Ma’az-T3d~Diu BahadtSir®, 
and without his permission left him and came here. The 
prince complains against him. He must be degraded from 
his post and his *jAghir' must be confiscated in order 
to set an example to others. (Couplet) Much endurance 
will make people lose their dignity# When a bow is bent 
(often) it becomes soft and delicate as the bow be- 
comes useless when it is bent often, similarly a man loses 
his dignity when he is insulted often)'^ I take refuge in 
God from the viles and temptations of passions and evil 
deeds. * 


4. Cf. Let. XCVI. 

5. Cr, Let. XVIII. 

6. /,<?., Ja’afar Khun. Cf. Let, CXLL 

I* Second son of Allah Wardl Khiln, a nobleman of hij^h tank who 
served under Aiirungjcebc, and died 1686, a day after the fort of Ihjupdr 
was taken, In the same year (1686) he had been appointed governor of 
Berar. In i 6 Sz he was settt against Sainbhajt, 

3. The eldest son of the erown prince CL Let, LXXIV 

and LXXV. 
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LETTER cm. 

I read the letter written to that sincere devoted ser- 
vant (i.e,, you) by (ray) dear son. The prince has request- 
ed (you) to add some portion to his fertile ‘ j^ghir’ of which 
he is very fond. A portion should be annexed to his 
‘ j^ghir’. You should write something (more) to my son for 
pleasing him. 


1703. LETTER CIV. 

That sacrifice, you should think well that the depart- 
ure of Fateh Alldh Khdn"’- to CdbiJl is most probably not 
advisable (for the following reasons) : (i) he is the master 
of a large tribe ; (3) he is also powerful ; (3) he is irri- 
table and talkative. He had been sent along with Rtih 
All&h Khdn® (the Second-as a subordinate at the siege of 
Parnild). He treated the above-mentioned Khdn (ue., R«h 
Allih Khan) as if the Khdn was his subordinate. Notwith- 
standing the gentility and mild treatment of the Khdn and 
his own inferior post and a few men under him and my 
emphatic order to obey the above-mentioned Khdn, he 
uttered such harsh and rude words to the Khdn that he 
(ie., the Khdn) was ashamed and disgraced before people. 
You should watch the movements of such a man (like Fateh 
Alldh Khdn) who is a ‘ Seh-Hazdri’ (le^ has 3000 men un- 
der him), has got a title of ‘ Bahddtir’*, goes to such a dis- 
tant place (j.e., Cdb^l), and is cautious and watchful like 
Sbdh BahddUr*. It won’t matter if that sincere servant 
(t.c,, you) will think calmly on this movement (of Fateh 


1. CfiLet. VaadCVm. 

i^on of Ruli Allah Khan the First, After the death of MukhalJe 
Khan he was made Bakhashi. X697. He took part in the siege of Saltara and 
of Patnala. 1699* He died in 1704, Cf. Let, CXX. 

3, Lit. * Brave,’ In 170a he was given this title* Cf. Let. V* 

4* Muamiwu' Cf. Let. t 
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Rahbarl'^ to the fortress of Khalneh^ in order to quarrel 
with the tribe of Bargi. Most probably the Khan will be 
able to arrest the ‘ ZamindAr®’ and will take revenge upon 
the misleader and oppressor of the Mohemadans 
the Landlord). May God forgive us. What can the TTh ^ n 
t do ? God does what he does ; and it Is God Who punishes 
' men for their deeds. 


LETTER CXII. 

^ That devoted servant, to-morrow you should go to 
(my special) garden and enjoy the pleasure of the ‘ ged~ 
dasteh’. ^ The guards of the garden, consisting of the 
followers and other persons who will accompany you to- 
day (for shewing you the garden), will try their best to 
please and satisfy you to the utmost. (Couplet) “ When 
you become his (i.<J., when you be a faithful servant of your 
master), all the property (of your master) becomes yours 
(i.c., belongs to you, is at your disposal). When you turn 
away from him (t.e., when you prove faithless to your mas- 
ter), all the property (of your master) turns away from you 
(i.e., does not belong to you and you are deprived of 
its use)”.'"* 


4, Rdhiri or Rairee, a fort in the^Konlian, where Akbar, Auraa^be’s 
son, lived for a time, as a guest of Sambhaji. Cf, Lot. XCV. It ^vas built 
by Shivaji in *66*. Afterwtrds he changed it into Raigorhund made it his 
capital. 

Sambhaji about 60 miles N. W. of Kolapur, now culled 
Visbalgadh, taSeen by Anrungtebe in 1703. It was taken by Shivaji in x6«» 
and was changed by him into Vishalgadh* ' 

6 , m Khan succeeded in capturing Sambhajl, Kalis.-l, his favourite, 
and Sdhii, his son, near Khalnch when they were bathing in a river. 

I. A beautiful structure, la the middle of the garden, in the form of a 
bouquet ( FersO* 

a. Here the Imo is repeated twice. In the first hemistich ,the Persian 
word ‘gaahtan’ means ‘to become,’ while in the second it moans ’to turn 
awajrfrom.’ Theso^ beautiful Uaos were compored by Jai(ik£id.«i» Rbw, 
'the great Sufi poet of 
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LETTER CXIIL 

Devoted servant of the court, prince A’azam has arriv- 
ed (here). Muhammad Kam Bakhsha should go to receive 
him. You should write to the nobles (to receive him) 
whose names had been verbally mentioned to you. 


1695. LETTER CXIV. 

Devoted servant of the court, Miikhalls Khan"** is ill. 
You should go to the Khan and pay him a visit and inquire 
after his health on my behalf. Such persons (like M'nkhalis 
Khan) are worthy of being remembered. His Majesty 
(Shdih Jehd.n) liked much his manner of addressing him. It 
is right that he possesses the necessary qualities of honesty 
and faithfulness. May God cure him. To-day his son is 
»not come. Where is he and what is he doing ? He should 
not be allowed to act according to his own way. You 
should take care after him. He has learnt by heart some 
chapters of the Koran. It should not be that he should 
forget them. 

I have sent to (my) devoted servant (i.e., you) the* ori- 
ginal account of the undertaking of KAsim Kh4n% with 


X. At first he served Shah Jehan. During Aurungzebe’s time he was 
appointed governor of the Deccan. Then he %vas made joint administrator 
of Bengal. Cf. Let. CLVL 

Muhammad Kasim Khan-i-Kirmanx, a very brave general of 
Aurungzebe* Ite was successively made ‘faujdar’ of Haidcrabad and of 
Bijapur Karnatic, He was sent to punish Santaji who was plundering the 
province of Aduni in the Karnatic; but was defeated at Dander! and his 
men were deprived of their arms and clothes. After this, he committed 
suicide in order to escape from chsgiace. 1695, In 1678 he was Mutsaddi of 
Surat. 

^ There was another man bearing the same name, called Muhammad 
KasunKhdn, who was governor of Muridabad and %vho was killed in a 
fight with Shuja. 1659. It was through his treachery and baseness that the 
battle at Dharmatpur { 1657 ) was lost to Jasrant Singh. 
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regard to the conquest of the fortress of Chanchi^, sent td 
me by Muhammad Kam Bakhsha^, You should inquire 
whether this account of Kasim Khdn’s undertaking is cor- 
rect or is meant to be the cause of the breaking of ypur 
heart. How many things are there which the people o! 
the world; for selfishness, will not do ; and how many rifts 
are there which they will not make right for fear lest they 
do riot have their own work done ? (J.c., the people of the 

world, owing to their selfish desires, say anything they 
like ; and for serving their own purpose, do anything they 
like). What is better than this, f.e., Kasim Khan’s cap- 
turing the shameless Rama^ and taking his fortress 
(Chanchi) ? 

SirdAr Khdn is also an old servant. He is not bad- 
He should be made permanent in his post. 


3. Gmiji or Jinji, a celcbiated strong fortiesb in the Karnatic, eighty 
mile^ S. W. of Madras, It was taken by Shivaji in 1677 from the Bijapur* 
government It was besieged • by Zui Fikar Khan ( 1691 ) who %vas after- 
wards joined by Asad Khan and Kim Baklibha ( 1694 ), Sant/iji Gorcpaiy 
defended the fortress bravely. Kam Bakhsha was on the point of joining the 
enemy when he was Imprisoned by Asad Khan and Zul Fikar Khin. Of. Let, 
CLXXIV. Znl Fikar Khin was recalled and xVsad Khan and Kim Bakhsha 
were left there. 169-^, Meanwhile Kim Bakhsha had been released at 
AuruttgKebe’s order. Asad Khan and Kim B.akhsha failed to take the 
foi tress. Therefore they were recalled and Xul Fikar Khan was again sent 
there in 1696 who at last took the fortress m 1698, Cf. Let. CXVI. After 
this it was named Nasrafgadha. 

4. Cf. Let, LXXIIL 

5. Rija Rim, Second son of Shivijt by Soycra Bii, who ‘came to 
the throne in 1680 after Shivaji's death ; but was deposed and confined by 
Sambhaji, his half-brother. After Sambhaji’s death he became king ( 1689) 
and established his court at Jmji in which he fortified himself against the 
Moguls and waged war against Aurung/ebe. before Jinji fell to Znl Fikar 
Khan ( ^698 ) he escaped from the fortress through the connivance of the 
Khan. Cf. Let, CXVI. Then he was pursued by tiie Moguls to Singarh 
where he died of exhaustion in 1700, one month before the fall of Sattara. 
The celebrated Tira Bii was his eldest wife, The ruin of Santaji Gore- 
puray was a stain on his character. Ho was of a mild disposition# He had 
two sons: Shivaji and Sambluji# Shivaji, Tara BaFs sou, came to the 
throne alter the death of lus lather, xyoo# 

U 
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LETTER CXV. 

Devoted servant of the court, to-morrow the arrival of 
the prince Shd,h Xiam Bahddflr^ has been fixed. The chief 
of the kingdom and other people, with an army, should go 
to receive him and they should please me with great cere- 
mony. (Couplet) “ Happy is the time ; because a friend 
(i.e., Aurungzebe) enjoys the company of the other friend 
(i.e., Shd.h Alam Bahddtlr)”.^ 


1^98. LETTER CXVI. 

Sincere and devoted servant, there is no need for the 
• secretary to write the letter ‘ain',i on his application. 
This ‘ ain’ of disease^ should not be used in a petition. 
The letter * mim’ representing ‘mtiatebar’ (i.e., confidential) 
used by InAyat All^h Khin® will be sufficient (on the appli- 
cation). According to my opinion, the words ‘ according 
to my order’ are also superfluous in royal mandates. 

It is well known that the first origin of tyranny in the 
world was small ; (but) as each man came into the world 
one after another, he added to it, so that (in the end) it reach- 
ed such an extremity. You should inform AbrAhim KhAn*, 


1, Le» Muazzam. Of. Let. I* ^ 

3. Cf. Let. X. 

X. 4 letter of the Persian alphabet, bcginnmg the word ‘aiJzch,’ a 
petition# 

;3* Or, ‘this essence of disease’ } a pan apon the word ‘ain’. 

3. Cf# Lei. LYI, LXXI and CLXIX# 

4» Son of Amlr-til-Uniara AIi Mardan fChan* He was g^radaally 
raised to the governorship of Cashmere, Lahore, Bengal, Gujarat and CabuL 
He was honoured with the rank of 5000 in 1659 the reign 

of Bahadur Shah. Cf. Let. CXIX and CXVIII.' 

There was another man of the same name who was a general in the 
army of Abnl Hasan, last king ofGoIconda. During the siege of Gokonda 
he deserted his master and went over to the side of Aurungisebe ( r W ) 
who made him governor of Lahote in 
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who does not decide the cases of the ‘ Cazis* and of 
other people of Cisbmere, that he has been degraded 
from his post. (Verse) “ A stone is (a sort of) retaliation 
on an aperture in a fortified wall (ie., when a stone is 
thrown from outside at an aperture, there is no wrong in a 
stone being thrown outside from within the aperture, t.e., 
tit for tat) 

God be praised that Chanchi has been taken and that 
the accursed Rdmil has fled away’’. It was not very diffi- 
cult to capture him ; but on account of the negligence of 
(my) old officers (like ZhI Fjkir Khdn) he has fled away. 
For a time the shop (or market) of my officers, fit for dul- 
ness, became active my officers who were generally 
dull became active for a time with a view to catch hold of 
Rdmd). These officers should be told to eat the world 
before they are eaten up by the world to enjoy the 

world before they die — said ironically). 


1698. LETTER CXVir. 

Devoted servant of the court, why does laar Ali Beg 
consider it right to live in such miserable and straightened 
circumstances ? He has not come across the prohibition of 
such a way of living (in the Koran), and he himself has got 
the post of ‘ vakilship'. Why does he not act according to 
(the Koranic verse) ‘ Eat and drink' Why dbes he 
bring me and himself under the taunt of the people ? Man 
must be agreeable to every tribe. But what can he do ? 
because this does not suit his nature (ie., he is not agree- 
able to every tribe), (Verse) “ Fortune is not acquired by 
the strength of one’s arm till It is given to one by 
the Generous God”. 


5. Cf,Let. OXIV. 

jiere seems tg be a grtat ei^ieuresn. Cf, Let, X. 
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^is Majesty (ie., Shdh Jehdn) was very fond of giving 
fresh^iess to the garden Hayat Bakhsha (lit. life-giving) and 
other places situated in the palace of the capital, by adorn- 
ing them with trees, and by rearing up fruit-trees, and by 
cleaning ponds and reservoirs, and by looking after plants 
and trees. This traveller (in this world — i.c., Aurungzebe 
himself) used to enjoy them till his stay in the capital (i.e., 
Shdh Jehdn Abd^d) ended. It is better if Muhammad laar 
Kh<ln^ goes to the gardens daily and tries his best to keep 
them clean and fresh. Henceforth it is necessary that you 
should go to the gardens once a day and engage yourself, 
with great care, in repairing the buildings of the fort and 
of the gardens. You should write to me about the condi- 
tion of all the gardens and buildings of the forts of Mubarak, 
Sihib-dbad, Aazii-Abad, Nur-bAri, and Saharand-bdri ’(yhicb 
belong to (my) dear and dignified sister, and of other places, 
with the details of plants and trees, from the time when 
this traveller Aurungzebe himself) went out of the 
capital till now, along with the condition of houses, (and 
in such a manner) as if I saw them with my own eyes 
so vividly) ; nay, you should send me a map thereof. You 
should write to me about the conditions of the vine yards, 
of other gardens below the fortress, and of the garden of 
M‘d basin Khdn which is much praised, and about those 
things about which you may have heard from reliable sour- 
ces, so that I may come to know the mSst correct facts and 
spend money in repairing those ruined places. Alas ! I 
have not repaired my broken heart (ue,, I have not repent? 
ed of my sins); and wasted my life, like children, in play 
and game (i.c., in pleasure). (Verse) “I spent my life 
pUy and game ; alas ! alas ! alas ! ** (Couplet) “ Alas ! 
life has passed away ; and I have no consciousness abont 
myself. Alas ,! I have no hope of salvation. I said (to 
myself) that when I was awake it was, daytime ; (but) 
alas ! the day has passed away and there is no conscious- 


auu ;xcvL 
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ness ,the wjiolei day has passed away, but I have nqt 
i;epent;ed of my sins)”^. * 

It is Jirreligious to Imprison the plaintiff. Bot|i );he 
jilaintlff and the defendant must be made free from « tl^e 
power of this suit. You should refer this case to' the clilpf 
judge^ so that he may decide it according to the brlHIant 
Mohemadan law and there may be no oppression practised 
on and partiality shewn to either of them. God be praised, 
that our ‘CddI* is honest, good, and pious ; he does not look 
on this and that man (i.6., he is impartial) ; and in deciding 
cases he considers the true facts. Let them (i,c., the plaint- 
iff and the defendant) be pleased with the decision of ,]the 
chief judge. 

* Shu jd’at Khdn^, the governor of the province of Ahmed- 
dbad, has been exaltqd with an additional title of * Hazari* 


3, Cf, Let. VII and LXXn. 

4« *‘Althotigli the supreme authority and the redress of grievances rests 
ivith sovereign monarchs, yet the capacity of a single person is inadequate 
to, the superintendence of the entire administration# It is therefore necessai^ 
that he should appoint one of his discreet and unbiassed servants as .hi;* 

judiciary delegate ...If capacity and vigour are not to be found 

united, he should appoint two persons, one to investigate whom they call 
Cuasi, the other Mir Adil to carry out his finding”. Bernier. 

5. Shuja’at Khan, Kartalab, a nobleman in Aurung^ebe’s service. 
First he was a ^MansabdSr’ of 4000 in Shah Jehan^s time. Aurungzebe 
appointed him governor of Ahmedabad. 1684. In <1689 he quelled a mutiny 
at Ahmedabad. For this his firmness Aurungzebe honoured him with the 
title of Shuja’ at Khan. lie was, before this, governor of Ajmere and Jodl^ui^ 
After his death in 1703 Prince A’azam was made governor of Ahmedabad. 
Xhe Khan was one of the ablest of Gujarat viceroys and was very honest. 
He ‘had so long and ably filled the office of viceroy in a most critlcuil timerf* 
He was a man of great merit and high character and very fortunate 
throughout his life. Aurungzebe had great trust iit him and throughout 
his services he was never found guilty by him. From a lower position he 
raised himself to a very high ranlc*# He beautified Ahmedabad by building 
the college and mosque still known by his name near the ]Lal Cato* , HjU 
was the husband of Fakhr-fin-Nisdl Begum. Cf# Let. XXXni# 

There were many nobles in Attrungzebo’s court bearing the title of 
Shuja’at Khan. 
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and with a thousand horsemen. You should communicate 
this to him. (Verse) “ These favours (shewn to the Kbdn), 
which you have seen, form only a part of all my favours} 
The important work (done by him) demands favours from 
me*’. If he displays loyalty and self-sacrifice In (perform- 
ing) the royal affairs and tries his best to punish the rebels 
and to win over the hearts of the landlords, he will be 
favoured more and raised to a higher position than this. 
(V erse) “ The ladder of this world is egotism ; at length 
we have to fall down from this ladder (i.e., man is sure to 
fall down on account of his egotism). He who goes higher 
is more foolish ; his bones will be broken to pieces 
pride goetb before destruction)”. 


1703. LETTER CXVIII. 

Shtijd’at Khdn^ Is dead. ‘We have come from God and 
to Him we shall return’ 2. He was an experienced man and 
preserved good order in Gujardt. A governor must be 
appointed for this province. You should select three per- 
sons yourself (for this) and then write to me. Prince 
A'azam also desires (to be the governor of Ahmeddbid)®. 
This po$t should be given to the prince if he does not 
attach importance to the royalty and executes his work 
better than others. We expect grace frtim God and guid- 
ance from Him. In this case (of the governorship of 
Ahmeddbdd) there is none more fit for It than Khair Andish 
Khdn. But they say he is almost blind, and consequently 
useless. Either he or another should be appointed. Ateek 
Alldh Khdn* is not (so) bad. You have stated well the 


X, Ch the last portion of the above letter. 

3. A verse in the Koran uttered by Mohemadans at the time of hearing 
of some one’s death. 

3. Cf. Let. VIII. 

4. Of.I.et.XCIV. 
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cases of AbrAhim KhAn® and of the KAshmeris of Haii 
AIlAh Khan ; but you have not written in your letter about 
the consequences (of their governorships). (Couplet) “Pity 
on his (i.e., Asad KhAn’s) knowledge and manners ; his 
truth-seeing eyes have become blind (for not representing 
the cases of AbrAhim KhAn and of Hafz Allah KhAn in a 
proper way to Aurungzebe)”. What do you mean by not 
caring for investigating the truth regarding (one’s) honesty ? 
Therefore it is said that one who administers justice and is 
entrusted with the investigation of truth must possess up 
rightness so that he may not decide the case either from a 
confession or from a denial, and may not be negligent in 
any way in administering justice, and may not be partial 
to the powerful party. Such honest and impartial men 
were rare in former times also. Where are those persons 
(ue., none) in the present time when faith is weak and the 
devil is strong 


LETTER CXIX. 

AbrAhim KhAn^ makes great delay in executing orders ; 
(therefore) a thousand horse should be deducted from the 
number of his followers. You should threaten his agent 
also. My mildness confounds the state affairs makes 
my officers and servants disobedient). It is true that 
(verse) ‘ Mastership and service do not go together’. 


5. Cl.Let.CXVI. 

6. Here Aurungzebe deprecates bis ow* times. 
*. Cl. Let. CXVI. 
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LETTER CXX. 


R^h Allah Khan^ has requested me to issue orders in 
the names of the of the Deccan^ and of the com- 

manders of the garrisons thereof, so that by managing the 
affairs of the districts of that province he may take into . his 
possession the fiscal properties, ‘ jdghirs’, and other effects- 
which have been recently confiscated from the evil-minded, 

p 

1. Son ol Khalil Allah Khan, He was appointed ‘faujdar’ of Baha-* 
miini in 1673. In 1680 he was made head groom ; and in the same year he* 
was made *Meer Atesh’* After the death of Sar Buland Khan he was mado 
‘Meet Bakhshi*. (1680), In i68i he was made second Bakhshi ; and in 1687,^ 
first Eiakhshi. He was present at the siege of Danderi and was sent 
against Biarnala and Sattara. In 1691 he took Raichore. He played an 
active part in the siege of Golconda which city fell into the hands of 
Aurun^zebe chiefly through the treachery of the Khan. He was the first to 
enter the fortress by means of ladders at night The date of Ins death i 
may be found from the following Persian verse : 

** Fateh-i-killeh-i-Golcondeh mubarak bad, 

JRuU day namand'^^* 

/.<?*, may the ( day of the ) conquest of the fortress of Golconda be 
auspicious; ike soul fled aw^t^ from ike dody of ihc kingdom* 

He was a very favourite officer of Aurungzebe whom he served till the 
time of ^the Deccan War. He was the son-in-law of Shayista Khan and was 
very ' cunning and a great flatterer, but at the same time intelligent and sagaci- 
ons. After his death his son Mir Hasan, entitled Khanzid Khan ( 1687 ), who ‘ 
was grand-steward of the emperor^ household ^1696 ) and keeper of the ' 
privy purse, was also honoured with the title of Ruh Allah Khan (the 
Second) 1696, and died about 1705. In 1695110 was made *Mcer Atesh;’ 
in 1696, he was appointed governor of Zafarabad ; and in 1699 he was 
made second Bakhshi. After his death his son was also given the title of 
Ruh Allah Khan ( the Third ). Cf, Let. XCII, XCVII, CIV, CXLI and CL, 

3< ♦This term was especially applied to the head financial minister 
whether of the slate or of a province, being charged in the latter with the 
collection ol the revenue, its remittance to the imperial treasury and in- 
vested with extensive judicial powers in all civil and financial causes’, 

3. Deccan literally means ‘the South,’ being a corrupted form of 
Sanskrit ^Dakhashin’. It is so called because it is situated in fkc South of 
India. It is to be distinguished from Xlindostan or Korlhcm India which b 
separated from it by the rivers Narbudda and Tapti. 
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MasiSd KhAn, and then he maywrite to me. Those arti- 
cles which will be fixed, will be assigned to that officer and 
treasurer (i.e., Rilh AIlAh Khan). You should give him a 
document for the ‘jaghir’ assigned to him. And you should 
send him, at the time of necessity, the artillery and neces- 
sary things required by him for the entrenchment. You 
should write to him about these things. A collector should 
be appointed so that our ‘beel-darAn’"*^ may send the trea- 
sury to him. The letter of the Prince BahAdur®, which 
has been addressed to the above-named Khiin, should be 
handed over to (his) agent ; or it should be enclosed with 
your own letter and (then) be sent to him ; but it is better 
that you write him another letter. This man (i.e., R^h 
AllAh KhAn) is not an officer who has always treated me 
in one and the same way. All his flattery was for the 
object of gaining his own ends. It is possible that inter- 
nally he is not sincere. You should think about him and 
then write to me. (Verse) “ How can you make yourself 
a different person by applying paints {and cosmetics to your 
body) ? Though the garment fits the body, it does not 
form a part of it (i.e., good wine needs no bush)”. 


•LETTER eXXL 

Evidently Ztil FikAr KliAn''- has appointed persons to 
carry the artillery ; (but) it makes Rtih AHAIi KliAn hesitate 
in the midst of afiairs, though it is also a state affair. But 


4. I’ersons appointed to collect money and to carry it to the royal 
tremjury. Lit. I’ers. ‘beol,’ n shovel} and 'ddriin,* keepers; hcaec, diggws; 
pioneers in an army. 

5, Of.Lot,LXXVl. 

I. aLet.CLX 

16 
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you should write to the above Khan {Le*^ Rtah Allah Khdn) 
that he should use the guns for taking the fortress and 
should not place any confidence in those persons (appointed 
by Ztl Fikdr Khan) till the conquest of the fortress (is 
completed). I saw the plan, sent by him Ruh Alldh 
Khdn), of the intrenchment of the fortress. The side for 
the entrenchment is good ; and in many ways, it is better 
than other sides. But from the absence of a ditch (in the 
plan) it appears that outwardly the ground must be strong. 
It will be difficult to undermine (this stony ground). Two 
or three bastions and ramparts must be raised, so that the 
heavy blows of the firing of the guns will shake the firmness 
of the besieged and of the walls of the fortress. This diffi* 
culty must soon be solved. I also issued an order in this 
matter. I write what is required for this with my own 
hand and with a great urgency. (Couplet) With various 
and different hopes we expect great success and victory 
May God forgive. 


LETTER CXXn. 

From the letters sent by the reporters of the army of 
(my) grandson, I came to know that the army of AlMh 
Kh&n, notwithstanding the approach ca! the enemy, were 
engaged in drinking, and he himself did not go to the enemy 
personally but sent others to punish them ; and having gone 
to the house of Navazesh Kb4n^ passed his time, from even- 
ing till morn, in drinking and in enjoying the dance. He ^ 
did not restrain himself from drinking wine notwithstand*^ 
ing the prohibition (enjoined in the Koran). He still per* 


I. Nav^zesk Khan-X-Rumi, son of Isldm Khan-i-Rumi, his original 
name being Mukhtdr Beg. He "vvas hononred with the title of Navdsscsh 
Khiln in x68i. In iCBy he wab appointed *fatijddr’ and fort-keeper of 
Mandeswar. In 1705 he was made governor of Cashmere* €f. Let. XXXIV. 
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sists in (disobeying) this prohibition (of taking wine). 
Therefore the reporters for selfish desires attribute many 
things (t.e., bring charges) to the servants patronised by 
me. That devoted servant (i.e., you) should write to the 
secretary to inquire fully after all the posts (of the Khdn) 
and then to write to me. 


LETTER CXXIIL 

You should write to Fateh Alidh Khiin^ that his best 

services have been represented to me in details and they 
have been appreciated by me ; but he should not boast of 
serving me* ; and he should not displease me by annoying 
the generals. 


LETTER CXXIV. 

I, read the letter, sent by Mustmand Khdn and written 
by himself with his own seal, containing (the account of) 
the spoliation of his ‘ jdghir’ on account of the locality’- of 
the robbers. I have been requested by the Khdn to get 
his buildings repaired and the wicked robbers punished. 
According to (my) order you should write to Khdn Fir^z 
Jang, ** As the enemies are many, you should send there 
{U., to Mustmand Khdn’s ‘ jaghir’) your own son with a 
large army". 


1. Cf. Let. V. 

SI, Cf* Let# Xt#V* 

X, The word for it \n the text ‘ehhdvani*, tin Indian word, meaning 
algo a *camp% 
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t6gs. LETTER CXXV. 

Saiyad Sa’ad Allah^ often writes me letters and re- 
quests of me the following things : “ The reporter^ of the 
Harbour of Surat® should not be transferred ; the son of the 
deceased Hakim Asharaf should be given some service in 
the hospital and should be encouraged by increasing his 
salary**. You should write to the Saiyad, “Henceforth 
you should not interfere In the affairs of the (government) 
servants, who are really oppressors, according to the deci- 
sion of the auspicious verse of the Koran, * Don't associate 
with those who oppress lest the fire of hell might catch 
you* (and so on upto the end of the verse). Though these 
officials are not tyrants to others, they are oppressors in 
their own nature". In every letter he expresses his desire, 


I# Saiyad Sa’ad Allah Derwish, a Mohemadan saint of Aurungzebe’s 
time, maternal grandson of Sheikh Pir Muhammad Saluni. For thirty-five 
years he acquired knowledge of every kind from his grandfather. Then he 
went on pilgrimage to Mecca where he lived for twelve years prosecuting 
his leligious studies. Onee the ‘Sharif of Mecca disagreed from him on 
some point ; in consequence the Saiyad left Mecca for Surat where he passed 
his remaining days as a hermit. He was maintained and honoured by 
Aurungzebe. He was very kind to men of every creed. He was learned 
and had great influence over Aurungzebe. The emperor used to correspond 
with him and had great faith in him. Once he %vrote to Aurungzebe 
by way of recommendation not to transfer the r^orter of Surat ( Bakar 
Khan ) and the doctor of the hospital of Surat. 1693. Though Aurung- 
zebe complied with his request he wrote the saint not to further inter- 
fere in worldly matters. From that day Aurungzebe discontinued his 
correspondence with the saint. This event is mentioned twice in his 
history by Khali Khan who gives the purport of the letter addressed to 
the Saiyad. 

/.e. Muhammad Bakar. 

3,, A city in Gujarat, standing on the Tapti, once one of the 
richest cities in India, plundered twice by Shivaji. Formerly it was a 
great seaport ; but has now been superceded by Bombay. In the archi- 
ves of the Mogul Empire it was called ‘the Port* or ‘the Harbour’* Shi* 
vaji used to call it ‘the key of bis treasuiy*. 
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viuthia pray^er, to die in God^. * Death, is also life' is. true* - 
This humble servant of the court of God Aurungzebe 
himself) always recites in his daily prayer this auspicious , 
verse of the Koran, ‘ O God ! Creator of heaven and 
earth 1 Thou art my master in this life as well as in the,- 
next ; let me die a Moslem (or a true believer in TJree) , 
and enable me to join the virtuous and the pious'. 1 think, 
carefully over the meaning of ‘ The man who dies this , 
death death in God) will meet, before meeting God, 
the prophets and the saints.’ ° Though the learned men of , 
my court have given nice interpretations (of these Koranic 
and traditional verses and sentences), I have not been per* 
fectly satisfied with them. That learned man^ sliould 
write to me about these phrases of the Koran and the 
tradition after an inquiry. May peace be upon you. 


1697. LETTER CXXVD. 

You must have known that an arrow was darted to- 
wards Ydknt (Khdn) and that it was found out that it w«s 


4. /.e. to die ia dcvolion to God and tlicn to be united with 

Sufistic technical term* 

5, From a tmditioia 

6o Le, Asad Khan who was a very learned man. 

X. This fact is mentioned by Khah Khan in his history, Yakut 
Khan, entitled Muharam Khan, who was in the service of prince Kam 
Bakhsha as his chamberlain and whom the prince did not like as being 
of an evil temper, was wounded by an arrow by a companion of the 
prirtce when he was leaving the royal court after the prince. For this 
five of the companions of the prince were imprisoned. One of them, 
named Iladu, foster brother of the prince, was convicted and ordered to 
be separated from the prince. But the prince did not like separation 
from his foster brother and surrendering him to the *kotwar», Hamid- 
tid-Din Khan Bahadur (cf. Let, CLXVIII) was ordered to separate 
Hadu from the prince. The Khan (Hamid) was wounded by the prince, 
but at length was successful in imprisoning his foster brother. 1697. 
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that unfortunate foster brother {i. e., Hadti) of Kdm 
Bakhsha^ who had darted the arrow. I punished the man 
who had darted the arrow and separated him from the 
foolish prince. I ordered what was to be done with that 
wicked person Hadtt) who was the worst companion® 
of the prince. He who has Satan as his companion has 
truly selected a bad companion. (Verse) “ The company 
of the wicked is dangerous like fire. When the fire is hot 
it burns the body ; but when it is extinguished it makes the 
coat black (similarly an evil companion first annoys his 
friend and then blackens his character) By the bad 
omen of Hadu’s company the prince has been misled. Some 
‘ chiMs’® should be appointed to keep a watch over him 
round his tent. And you should inform me about him. 


a. Mahammad Kam Bakhsha. Ci. Let. LXXIII. 

3. The words ‘ the wost companion’— ‘bais>al>kareen*~occttr In the 
Koran and mean Satan. This phrase} either accidentally or intentionally, 
occurs also in ^Ma’asiri Alamgiri% 

4« From a strange coincidence Khaii Khan uses the same verse in 
o nnection with this event and says the prince was spoiled by bad 
company. This event is also referred to by the author of ‘Ma’asiri 
AIamgiri% 

5. Persons appointed to keep watch over those with whom the 
king was angry j an Indian word. 

”HIs Majesty Akbar), from religiouS* motives, dislikes the 

name ♦bandeh’ or slave. He therefore calls this class of men ‘childs\ 
which Hindi term signifies a faithful disciple ( cf, Ar, ‘murid’ ). The 
pay of chilas varies from one rupee to one pence per diem, H.M* has 
divided them into several sections, and has handed them over to active 
and experienced people, who give them instruction in several things* 
Thus they acquire knowledge, elevate their positioui and learn to per-‘ 
form their duties with propriety”* 


Ain 4 *Akbari* 
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LETTER CXXVII. 

Xhiin lehan Bahddiir^, notwithstanding his previous 
activity, displayed inactivity in this affair like old officers. 
When I reprehended about this his negligence he requested 
me to forgive him. But he has not improved. All this ruin 
(of our affairs) is to be attributed to his insincerity. How 
should it not be that there is no act worse than insincerity 
(ue., insincerity is the worst act) ? Truly, ‘The hypocrites 
are in the lowest pit of hell’^. You should write him some* 
thing for his forgiveness and should suggest to him this 
(Koranic) verse so that his eyes may be opened and he be 
warned against insincerity. Though it is impossible that 
the inward enemy (i.e., passion) should be strong, your 
greatest enemy is passion between your two sides (i.e., in 
your heart). Why do you allow this passion to really over- 
come you ? O God ! release us from the fetters of 
passion and let us not die in its bondage. (Couplet) “Man 
received favour from God which was His first favour.® 
Whatever is shewn by God seeks after the misguided 
God shews mercy and favour to the misguided). Blessing 
and its acceptance are from Thee ; security and fear are 
(also) from Thee”, 


1694. LETTER CXXVIIL 

Amir-tll-Umariii’ is dead. He was one of the old ser- 
vants. ‘We have come from God and to Him we shall 


j. Cf.Let, XXVIIL 

z* A Koranic verse* 

3. Of being endowed with the soni befoie his exlstenee, 

X. I.e, Sh^yaata Khan. Cf. Let. XCI. Aurangicebe wa« greatly 
obliged to hint for the poseeaslon of the throne. After the KhSn’* 

Asad Khdn was hononred with the tUle«>f Amir-Sl-UinaBl. Cf. IntrodacUon. 
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return’^. He also possessed property# You should write 
to the finance minister of his province to confiscate his 
property with great caution and to take into possession as 
royal property every kind of thing obtainable from his ser- 
vants with force and strictness^. You should make the 
secretary of the deceased Mlarlidhar) understand that 
he will be favoured for his good service. You should in- 
form me of the condition of the sons of the deceased.^ I 
have also spoken to another person about this matter ; but 
with the thought of looking after his relatives I have 
appointed, a second time, that devoted servant you) 
to this affair. Certainly you will display your worthy 
quality with truth and sincerity. Am^n Alldh Khan® is 
not unsuitable for this work for governing the province 
of the deceased). (Therefore) he should be appointed to 
(this post). You should inform me about his titles so that 
they nj^ay be Increased# I intend shewing him another 
“favour shortly. 


, n, Cf. Ut. cxvin. 

' 3. Cf. Let. XCIX and CXLVI. 

4. Cf. Let. XXXVIII. 

The Khan’s eldest son, Abul Faleh Khan, was killed at Foona during 
Shivaji’s attack on that city. 1663. 

Another elder son, Umeed Khan, who was’governor of Bihar, died 
soon after his father. 1695. 

His three sons, Aitekid Khan, Abul Ma’ali, and Khoda Bandeh Khan, 
survived him. 

5. There were many men bearing this name. One of them was 

present at the sieges of Toma, Rajgarh, Purandhar, Singarh, i’arnalU 
and Vishdlgarh. 1701-1704. Another man, called Aman Allah 

Khan of Benares, was an author and * cadi’ of Lucknow and died m tyn* 
There was a third man of the same name who was ‘faujdar’ of Gwalior and 
w^as killed at the siege of, Bijapur. x686- 
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LETTER CXXIX. 

This ollice has been fixed on Usaf KhaiiL The person 
selected by you (for this office) is also good; but he is a 
soldier. His business is not known. You should inform 
me of what you know about him. I am in need of an 
honest person for the ministership of Burhfinpur‘'*. ‘ The 
most important work should be taken 


LETTER CXX. 

What is Miikaram Khan^ doing? Notwithstanding 
his desire of (going to) a pilgrimage to the two sacred 
cities^, why is he delaying^? What is better than this (f.c., 
pilgrimage) ?’* (Couplet) Pilgrimage to the Lord of the 
House (i.e., the temple of Mecca) is good ; but pilgrimage 
is to visit the temple of Mecca (i.c,, pilgrims visiting Mecca 
search after the temple ; but really they should search 
after God)’^ 


1. I'cfoic X705 lie vva** f«irt-keq)er of K.iiuma;4.ir. hi 170^110 took 
jJiut in the sicije of VAkin^'aclIu In i‘7ofi (le %\af» iippoxntcJ ‘httijilAr’ of 
ljnliya/.gadli. 

2 * A city in Cc*nU‘al India. Jl w.»s foun tied and named after Hurlxin- 
{id-Din, a celeb rated jM^hcmadaii viuit of the licccan, in the fomtecntli 
century. It bccaino the Mohoiuadan capitvl of Kh.uidcsh. It stands on 
the Bhema. It lurmod the head iiturtei,*. of Aurun;'/cbc during the 
Dcccan War. 

3. All Arabic piowib. 

1 « Cf. bet. 0 . 

:$» /.r., MecCii and hledlmi, in Aiabui. 

3. The authoi of *Mtr«At-i-AIam’ Sviyi: Althou’ih on 'Account of 

several obstacles, ho AiirUju‘'/,cbe) is unable to proceed on it pilgrunage 
to Mecca, yet the care whivh he take’. t.» promote IticlH ties for pilgrims to 
that holy place may be cousidcied av|tti valent to the pilgrimaged* 


17 
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LETTER CXXXL 

The presents sent by (my) grandson Bahadnr^ should 
be accepted (by you). But before doing this you should 
tell his agent not to send presents without (previous) infor- 
mation. May peace be upon you. 


LETTER CXXXIL 

Mtirshid Ali Khan is a revenue collector and he is 
also not devoid of honesty. If this work is offered to him, 
possibly he will perform it better than others. You should 
ask him (about this work) on your own behalf. That old 
servant (i.e., you) must have heard the case of FazI Ali 
Khdn^. An army should be sent to punish the turbulent 
* Kazal-bdbshdn’.^ What is Khan Bahadur Hamid*^ doing ? 
This sinner Aurungzebe) wishes that no crime, espe- 
cially oppression^, should be perpetrated ; the result will be 


j. Cf. Let. XI md LXXVl. 

1. The collector of the revenue should be a friend of the a^rlculliinsfc. 
Zeal and truthfulness should be his rule of conduct. lie should consider 
himself the repiesentative of the lord paramount and establish himself 
where one may have easy access to him without tlie intervention of a 
mediator. Ho should not cease from punishing highway robbers, murderers, 
and evil"doers. He should assist the needy husbandman with advances of 
money and recover them gradually. He should s^ftve to bring waste lands 
into cultivation and take heed that what is in cultivation fall not waste. 
He should stimulate the increase of valuable produce and remit somewhat 
of the assessment with a view to its augmentation. He shall not make the 
occasions of journeying, feasting or mourning an opportunity for exactions, 
and refrain from accepting presents,” Ain-i-Akbart. 

3. In he was appointed minister of Multdn. 

3. The flower of the Persian army, raised by Shah Abbds, Turkish 
* kaical,’ red and *bash,’ the head or a cap, so called because they used to 
put on red caps, *An’ is a Persian plural termination. 

4. Cf. Let,; CLXVIIh 

5 . Here Aurungyebe stton^dy condemns oppression for the advocacy of 
justke CL Lei, XlVan4LXXXVIIt 
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that there will be order and peace In the kingdom. King- 
ship Is not maintained without discipline. Sometimes orders 
appropriate to the occasion are issued through the force of 
passion and without volition. You should ask the opinion 
of the learned about this. May God be praised that your 
intention is good. You will not be punished by God. 
Truly, ‘ Man’s action will depend upon his intention’.^ 
This tradition is correct, convincing and authoritative. 


1692. LETTER CXXXIII. 

Khdjeh AbdSr Rahim^ died. He was religious and 
pious and was very brave. One day he was standing in 
my presence with a country-made dagger hanging from his 
waist. I liked the dagger and said, “Its make is very 
fine". He replied, “ Its name is better than its make.” 
I asked, « What’s that ” ? He replied, “ Rifiz-i-Ktish”®. 
I observed, “ I also want to get three or four daggers pre- 
pared of the same make and name for the state". He took 
out the dagger from his waist, presented it to me, and said, 
“ Till they are prepared, this humble present will be exalted 
in the state”. Then he took leave and departed. You 
should write to me about the condition of his s6ns® or tell 
In&yat Alliih Khan to write to me so that each may be 
favoured according to his merit. 


6. From a tradition. 

|. Son of Abd&l K.-isim. He was a^native of Farghdna, in Afghanistan, 
came to India in the reign of Shah Jehan, and served under Aumngssehe 
for several years. He died in 

3. Lit. * the Killer of the Shiahs,’ ‘Rafis’ means in Arabic ‘ a deserter.’ 
The Shiahs are the Persian Mohemadans who follow Ali, the son-jn-law of 
Mahomet. Anrungsebe was a Sunni, 

3. Cf. Leu CXXVIII, 
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t<597- letter CXXXIV. 

Kh^n Jelifln BahildUr^ died. ‘ We have come from God 
and to Him we shall return.’ God is holy. How very neg- 
ligent IS man? How long will lie be overpowered by 
passion ?- At this time the Khan was desiring (to get) the 
governorship of the Deccan. How intensely was he anxi- 
ous about It? Yes, the work of passion is worse than 

'• destroy passion is not the business 

of wisdom wisdom is overpowered by passion). The 
internal hon (i.e., passion) is not a plaything for the hare 
wisdom). Passion devoured the whole world and 
swallowed it. Its belly was crying. ‘Is there any more 
(infidel) ?3 This passion is hell and hell is a dragon, be- 
^re which (the wide expanse of) the ocean is nothing. 
Passion swallows up the seven seas and yet this world- 
burning passion cannot quench its thirst. (Men useless 
hke) stones (Le., sinners) and stony-hearted infidels enter 
hell with shame and disgrace. Yet hell is not satisfied 
with so much food (i.e., sinners and infidels) till this voice 
comes from God in response to its desire . (of devouring 
more victims), ‘ Are you satisfied ’? Hell replies, ‘ Am I 
satisfied ? No, I am not yet. Look at my fire, heat, and 
sensation (j.c., I am still burning with the desire of havincf 
more victims)’. God stretches forth His leg to hell from 
‘LaMakan’.* At this time hell is satisfied with ‘kfln-fi- 


1. Cf. Let. XXVIII and CXXVII. 

3. Cl, Let. XCIIL 

from the Koran— words supposed to be uttered by hell 
which IS here personified, on the day of resmrection. As hell is ’never 
satisfied with violims sinners and infidels) and cries for more, 

simi arly passion is never satisfied with its vietims (i.c,, the. woak-wiUed) 
and cries for more, Here piieslon is compared to heU. 

/). Lit. ‘World of noii-sfmc,' the highest mansion of God which 

fr> 

Msiinomet ni,s^hlly joiirncv fo Iicuvoni 
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lean’."" As this our passion forms a part of hell, (and) parts 
always possess the effect of the whole (consequently passion 
has the effect of hell). None but God can imagine the in- 
satiable appetite of hell. I pray for strength to the Ocean- 
splitting (i.e., Powerful and Great) God in order to remove 
(or dig out) the Mount Caucasus with a needle^\^ May 
the High God favour us with (His) grace and relieve us from 
this dark day (i.c., passion), I conjure Him by the name of 
Mahomet the Prophet and of his family. May the bless- 
ings and peace of God be upon Mahomet. 


1706. LETTER CXXXV. 

I read the letter sent by Nasrat jang^ to you. In this 
letter he has recommended Daud Khiln® and mentioned his 


5, Lt\, the whole world; lit. ‘ be, and it was,’ These words occur 
in the Koran in rcfeicnce to the %vorld’s creation. It is said God created the 
whole world by uttering the woid * kun,’ * be.’ Cf. the very first chapter of 
the Genesis in the Old Testament of the Bible. 

This ib a question of Moheuiadan theolof^y. It is said in the Koran 
that when hell will ciy for more and more victims on the day of resurrection, 
God will put Ilis foot on the border ol hell. Then hell will be satiated 
and will not require more victims thenceforth. 

6. A Sufistic belief. A somewhat similar idea is expressed in the New 
Testament of the Bible liy blatlhcw where Christ says if we have faith as 
slight as a mustard seed we can remove a mountain from its place. 

1. Cf. Let. XVL 

9. A general of Anrungzebc. There were many generals bearing this 
name* One of them was called Daud Khan Kureshi who was appointed 
governor of Allahabad by Aurungsebe in 1670. 

There was another more celebrated general, bearing the same name, 
called Baud XChan Panni,' mentioned here. This Panni was a Pathan 
general of Aurungzebe* renowned throughout India for his extraordinary 
courage, and his memory still survives in l)cccan talcs and proverbs* He 
served for many years under Auniugi^eber I Ic was present at the siege of 
Vilkingaih. 1706. In place of Zul Fikur Khiin he was made viceroy of the 
Deccan by Bahadur Shah. He was slain in the battle against Saiyad 

nosain Mi in the time of Farukh .Siat, |7f5. Of. Let. CLXVIIL 
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own services. Something should be written In reply. (But) 
we should wait for the conquest of the fortress (i.e., VAkin- 
garh). After the conquest some of his requests should be 
granted ; but before that, the granting of his requests is 
impossible. Henceforth for capturing the fortress you 
should order Tarbiat Khan^ to send all the necessary things. 
And you should also write to the garrison of the fortress of 
that side to send the artillery consisting of ‘jazAyars’,^ 
* rdm-jangis’^, bullets, and gunpowder to the army of Nasrat 
Jang. Authority lies in the hands of the Powerful and 
Unique God ; He does what He wills. 


1704. LETTER CXXXVL 

It was clear from the letter of Sipfihddr Khd.n^ that he 
had punished Mahabat Khdn.^ Thanks to the Almighty 
for this. He should be given, in addition, a personal title 
of ‘ Hazdri* and a thousand followers, A robe of honour, 
a sword, a horse and an elephant should be sent to him* 
It should also be arranged to bestow additional titles on his 
followers. He should be gladdened with this good news. 
His agent should also be favoured if it is necessary. God is 
the best master and best agent for us. 


3. Cf. Let. CXLIII. 

4. Cf. Let. LXXXIV. 

I. Second son of Khan Jehdn Bahadur, the foster brother of 
Aurung^ebe. (Of. Let. XXVIll), In 1687 ho was appointed governor of 
Lahore. He was raised to the rank of 3000 in i69t. In 1693 he was made 
governor of Allahabad. In 1704 he punished Mahabat Khan. 

a. Cf. Let. CXLVL 


13 S 

LETTER CXXXVir. 

I have selected five elephants for (my) grandson Bahd- 
diSr. You should choose two elephants out of these five 
and send them to his agent who should also be presented 
with a horse, a special robe of honour, and a dagger deco- 
rated with a tassel. You should inquire about these things 
from Javdhir Khdn. 


1694. LETTER CXXXVIII. 

The reporters and Zabar Dast Khiin^ have written 
something regarding Saiyad Mabdrak."^ Are these reports 
about the Saiyad right or not ? The Khfin considers him- 
self as an honest man. You should ask InAyat Alhih Khdn 
(about the facts of these reports). Stlleh Khan® has mana- 
ged well the governorship of Akbardbad. You should write 
to Gopdl Singh for helping the Khan (in the government of 
the province of Akbardbad). You should write the above 
Khdn (t.c., Sdleh Khdn) a letter of condolence. (Verse) 
“ How long will the palm tree conceal the defect of its 
poverty” ? * 


i. a Let. CI 5 i. 

3. He was fort-keeper of Daulatabud before 1683. In 1687 he was 
bonoured with the title of Murtisa Khan. 

3. Son of A’azam Kliati Kokeh, was inado superintttodent of the 
‘Ghoaal Khdneh’ in iCSo. In 4683 he was .made Meor BakhasW of the 
‘ Ahadis’j and in 1685, ‘faujUar’ and minister of Bareli. After the death of 
Shdyasta Khan he was honoured with the title of Bidii Khan .and appointed 
governor of Akbarabad. 1694. In JO95 he was made governor of Bihar after 
the death of Umeed Khan, son of Shayasta Khan. 

4. A reference to the barcuess of the branches of the palm tree 
which have BO leaves «n them. 
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LETTER CXXXIX, 

The accident met by the deceased Ihtamam KhAn^ is 
through the negligence of (his) followers. We should not 
give countenance to them ; nay we should break their backs 
with the stick of inattention (i.e., we should shew indiffer- 
ence to them). Whence shall we get an honest and in- 
telligent man like the late KhAn ? He had fattened the 
(royal) horses so much and kept such fine order in the 
stable that I cannot describe it. O God! forgive him 
the KhAn) and have mercy upon him; because You are 
the most merciful. You should write strongly to Saif 
KhAn^ to punish the rebels. He should be given his pay in 
advance so that he will not delay (in punishing the rebels). 
The work is difficult. 


LETTER CXL. 

The eldest son of sovereignty (i.e., Mtlazzam) has 
written (requesting me) to confer additional titles on (his) 
fourth son. Evidently the cavaliers of Rafi-liI-Kadr^ are 
more numerous (than necessary). The number should be 
reduced in consonance with his post. It is not advisable to 
give more personal titles to the younger son than to the 
eldest. In order to please my son I shall have to shew 
favour in another way. 

Razavi KhAn and the Hindu are not on good terms. 


i. At first he was a ‘kotwdl’ in 1683. In i688 lie was given the title 
of Sirdar Khan* In 1697 made head groom. 

He was governor of Cashmere before 166^. In 1:665 ordered 

to invade Tibet whidi he made tributaiy to I>clhi. In 1679 he was 
appointed governor of Hihur. He died in 1709. Xfe was employed as 
tutor to Prince ICim Bakhsha to train Iwm up in the art of archery, 
ile was a son of Tarbiat Khan. 


< 101 # jLei. Ill* 
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gold medal will be sent to him. Javtihir Khdn will send it 
to him. Help and grace we receive from God. But in 
future the Khan will not make such a request regarding the 
‘ Mang~bdshis’. If any one will execute an important royal 
work and will render the state a service with great caution, 
he will be rewarded and pleased with a robe of honour and 
money in cash, and with a horse in case he has lost his 
own horse. 


LETTER CXLIV. 

Tarbiat Kluln"*^ is yet in need of money. He has got 
money (from the royal treasury) for (distributing it) among 
the soldiers of the fortresses. From outside I came to hear 
that he has kept this money for his own private purpose. 
What can the wicked reporters do ? The Khdn has been 
appointed over them, These reporters upset important 
royal arrangements by selfishness ; and being ashamed (of 
their conduct), they pretend ignorance in communicating 
the news. What is the cause of the fortification of the 
fortresses by the great rebels and of the watch of Esavi 
KhAn over these fortresses ? Had we been informed from 
the beginning these things would not have happened. The 
‘ jAghir’ should be taken away from Tarbiat Khan and given 
to BiirhAn AlIAh KJiiAn who complains of having no * jAghir’ . 
Evidently BurhAn AlIAh KhAn is in army. You should write 
and threaten tj^e above KhAn Tarbiat KhAn), How 
has this case resulted in this manner ? Why did you pay 
no attention to the results of the affair as far as your eye 
could reach ? At the time when money was not distributed 
among the soldiers, when there was no provision in the 
fortress, and when the soldiers were weakened by want of 
food and money, where were you ? It is enough if the 
soldiers receive their pziy and are faithful in doing their 


I. Cf. The above letter* 
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work. We know that the soldiers can do nothing without 
money and food. Are these the ways of true and faithful 
Mohemadans to ruin the state affairs, which are truly 
divine, for the sake of selfishness, and to disregard, for the 
sake of this perishable life, the right of soldiers (of getting 
money), which strengthens the infidels to injure them ? 
Immediately you should get the receipts of pay from all 
soldiers and send them (to me). Otherwise you will cer- 
tainly be punished like those who are dishonest and help 
the infidels. Because, truly, God will not allow the tricks 
bf the treacherous to prosper^\ 


LETTER CXLV. 

The trustee, newly appointed by Inilyat AllAh KhAn^ 
and confirmed by me, ran away. What has he done ? 
(Verse) “ Everything which enters the salt mine becomes 
salt^' The Khiln had no power of resistance. What can 
he do ? He is helpless. If such was the case, why did he 
not come to me ? Though be was not given money by my 
servants, he was not prohibited by them from coming to 
me. You should also yourself write strongly to him. 


LETTER CXLVL 

Evidently Maliilbat Kluin of HaidcnlbiUP died at 
Lahore. He has no other heir except his j^andson whose 
father is dead. You should write to the administrator of 


I. Oi Let. CLXIX. 

I. His original name was Muhammad Ebntliim Khalil Allah. At 
htst ho -was in the service ol Abut Hasan, king of GolcAndii and 
Itaidcrabad, as his gentfal. During the siege of Haidenibiid by Aurwogjscbo 
(168,5) he deserted hjs master and went over to Atinmgssebo. Afterwards 
lie was honoured by the emperor with the title of Mah^bat Khan in 1686. In 
^ same year he was imade governor of Berdr. After wards he was 
appointed govmnor of Uhm. Ch Let, CXSSVL 
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the district thereof to confiscate the Khan’s property with 
caution and honesty. Because the royal treasury belongs 
to the public.'^ The king is the trustee (of people) and the 
oilicers are appointed by the king. None but the needy 
and the weak can claim a share of the property. 


LETTER CXLVIL 

To-day Marhamat Khan came into my presence, hav- 
ing put on a rich dress. The skirt of his robe was so long 
that his feet were not visible. I ordered Muharam Khdn 
to curtail two inches of the skirt of that foolish Khan. You 
should say to him, “ The skirt must be of the same length 
that has been fixed by the court custom ; otherwise you 
should not enter the ‘ Ghosal Khaneh.’ A man should put 
on a simple and durable dress.'*' Ornament and fasluon are 
the peculiar characteristic of women. These things are pro- 
per for women. ” By way of advice you should speak to 
him some words ( of the same nature ) appropriate to 
the occasion. 


1660 . LETTER CXVIII. 

I do not chew a‘ pin’.’*- This betel shop is out of order. 
The department under the steward is also not in order. Is 

3. Cf. Let. XCIX and CXXVIII. 

X. Here we find Aurung^ebe preaching simpHchy in dress though 
he himself was very fond of pomp and grandeur. 

X. A betel, an Indian word. The Hindus and the Mohemadans are 
generally very fond of chewing betels with nuts and other stimulant 
substances* Generally a Hindu offers a betel to one who goes to his place 
to see him. The betel h of various kinds. 

The betel leaf is probably speaking a vegetable, but connoisseurs 
call it an excellent fruit* Amir Khfiaro of Delhi in one of his verse* says, 
*It is an excellent fruit like the flower of a garden, the finest fruit of 
Hindostdn/ The eating of the leaf renders the breath ajg^eeable, and 
repasts odorous, It strengthens the gums, and makes the hungry satisfied, 
and the satisfied hungry/* ' AW-Akku L 
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this the ability and sagacity of superintendents that they 
keep, at every time and at every place, the departments 
under their charge in a proper order- ? Till the superin- 
tendents display their ability and nice and good nature 
and all lookers-on-glory know order, given to us by God, 
and display their order and discipline, envious persons will 
be degraded, Alas ! alas ! vve claim for piety ; but all this 
Is boasting. Truly, I swear by God, this claim is great and 
unreasonable. 

According to my order, the reply, sent by A’akel 
Khdn® to Mahdbat Khjln^ regarding the erection of the 
fortress of the capital shdh Jehan Abad), is an excellent 
one. A servant must be of this type. Thanks to God 
for His grace, 


LETTER CXLIX. 

Devoted servant of ( my ) court, Vuzarat Khdn Abd^r 
Rahmin^ is dead. You should suggest me the names of 
some persons for the governorship of Mdl w^>. These persons 


Betel IS taken after meals, it is offered when you meet and when you 
separate. ** The betel is the leaf which, after it has undergone a certain 
preparation, is given as a mark of royal favour, and which, when 
masticated, sweetens the breath and renders the lips rudely,” Bernier, 

a. Sarcastic, Aurungzebc liked order and Jfiscipline* 

3. Cf. Let. CLXVIL 

4, The second son of the celebrated Mahabat Khan of the reign of 
Jehangir after whose death in 1634 he received this title. Ilis original name 
was Lohrasp, lie was twice made governor of Cabul and had the command 
of the army in the Deccan. He died in 1674 on his way from Cabul to 
the royal presence. 

There was another man of the same name who was imprisoned by 
Jehandar Shah, 

r. Second son of Amanat Khan Mirak. Aurungzebe appoint ed him 
governor of Bijapur and Malwa. He was an excellent poet and left a 
* Divan* (collection of poems) composed in a most beautiful style. fUs 
poetical name Bikrami. 
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must be experienced. Raghiinath Sa^ad Allah Khiin'*^, at 
the time of his governorship, used to say, “ The govern- 
ment affair should be given to such a person as possesses 
the quality of experience and a mind of entering carefully 
into the affair, and not to one who is affected with 
selfishness 


LETTER CL. 

That devoted servant (and) pivot of state affairs, 
according to (my) order, as powerful as destiny, 'you should 
write to Prince A^azam, “ From the letter of Neek Nam 
Khan^ it was known that you had dismissed the three sons of 
your own old secretary. You seem to be wise and sagaci- 
ous. Do as you like. Now you do not like Fazail KhAn Mir 
Hddi^. I appointed Indyat Allah Khan to report ( to me ) 
your desires. You must be knowing that Kfikaltdsh Khan*^ 
during his governorship of the Deccan, and Ruh Alhlh 
Khdn^ during his governorship of Haiderabad'”^ (Deccan), 
had become sources of abominable actions. For the sake 
of policy I took them to task for a time; but in the end 
. I retained them in their posts by remembering their past 
services 


Auntnijzebo appears to receive the news of the ilcaili of his oldest and 
most intimate friends with a cold heart. 

3 . Ct. Let. LVI. • 

X. Son of Himinat Khan, ^lawdson of Islam Ivhaii, was appointed 
‘Bakhashi’ and reporter in the army of Prince Bidar Bakhta in 1O99. lie 
took part in the Dcccan War* lu x6S| he was fort-keeper of Molhexr. 

Zm cl Let* LXn* IXc was a ‘Meer WGnhhl’ (chief writer). 

3. Cf. Let, XXVlIL 

4. CL Let* CXX. 

5* A city in the Deccan, Its former name was Bha^naijar* It was 
founded by Muhammad Kully Kutub Shah of Golconda and named afle^ 
Bhajjjmatty, his beautiful Ifindu wife* 151^9. After his death his son 
Haider chanfjed it into Haiderabad. It was the new capital of the 
Golconda kings after Golconda, the old capital. At iweseut it is the 
capital of the present Ni«am. It is to be distinguislMid hoai the 
liaidembad of Sind.. 
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I have heard His Majesty (Shah Jchaii) saying, 
One day the Emperor Akbar, whose abode is in heaven, 
observed, ‘ Though Todarmal^ possesses a sharp intellect 
for the ins and outs of political and financial affairs, I do 
not like his pride \ Abul FazF quarrelled with Todarmal 
and began to indirectly complain against him. The 
Emperor Akbar said to him, * Elevated persons should 
not be degraded; therefore the officials should per force be 
retained in their services ’ ( Verse ) “ Greatness and 

generosity belong to that person who sees the crimes (of 
his servants) and at the same time maintains his servants by 
keeping them in his service”. 


6. Known as Rajah Todarmal, the great finance minister of Akbar, 
, born at Laharpur in Andh. It was he who surveyed all the lands and 
introduced a new revenue system into the Mogul Empire. He was a Hindu 
of the tribe of Khatri of Lahore. In. the 37th year of Akbar*$ reign he 
was appointed *divan* (minister) of the empire. Akbar appointed him 
governor of Bengal in 1580. He was a commander of four thousand. He 
died at Lahore in 1 589. 

^ Abul Fazl had no personal liking for Todarmal, but he admired his 
strict integrity and abilities; he charged him with vindictiveness of temper 
and bigotry. ‘Though often accused of hcadstrongness and bigotry by 
contemporaneous historians, Todarmal’s fame, as general and financier, 
has outlived the deeds of most of Akbar^s grandees together with Abul 
Fazl and Man Singh, he is best known to the people of India at the 
present day.’ 

7. The eldest son of Sheikh ^lubarak, byn in 1551: at Agra. lie 
was a great minister and intimate friend of Akbar. He was the brother of 
Faizi, the celebrated poet and translator of Akbar’s time. I To was the 
author of ‘ Ain 4 -Akbari ’ (Rules and Regulations of Akbar '--.T596— which 
has been often quoted here in those Letters) and ‘Akbar Ndmehh lie was 
killed, at Jehangir’s instigation, near Udeha by Nar Singli Deo while 
returning from the Deccan to Delhi. 1602. The date of his death (1603) 
may be found from the following Persian verses: “ Tcegh-i-aujaz-i-nabi 
Allah sar*i-bagi burid ” (r.c., the wonderful sword of God’s prophet cut 
off the head of the rebel)— Invented by Khau-i.A’azam IMirza Kokah who 
with other orthodox Mohemadans considered him an infidel for his religious 
toleratton; “Bandeh Abul Fazl” (Le., the slavn Abul Fazl). 

Sheikh Abul I'azUi^Allanu translated the ‘Kalilah Damnah’ under 
Iho title of *Ayar Danish’ froiii Arabic into Persian. writer Abul 
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duce of) the * ]ftghirs ’ of the princes and the nobles. In 
my time all rules are without force. 

Many times the pivot of the kingdom (i.c., Asad 
Khiin) used to say on his own behalf, “ I have never been 
appointed to manage the state affairs outside the capital. 
If I am sent abroad people will see my way of working^”. 
I had heard these words reported by the spies word for 
word. At this time I came to know from the reports of 
reporters that an accursed enemy had attacked Ztl Fikilr 
Kh}in*^ (at Gingi) and had not allowed provision to be in 
the Khiln^s reach and that the Khan is in difficulty and 
requires help. A royal mandate was issued to you for 
going soon to the help of your son . When you made delay 
in joining him, I wrote the letter with my bright hand. 
Because you confessed your love for your son; but now 
when he is In difficulty, why do you hesitate to go there ? 
To set forth a claim is one thing, and to fulfil the claim is 
another. ( Verse ) Don’t boast more; because your 
pride is over^^’. 


LETTER CLIV. 

Old devoted servant, notwithstanding that you have 
been favoured by me for a long time and have served me 
and that I have a g»eat opinion of your knowledge about 
rules and about human virtues, you pocket the insults 
of the government officials and do not remember the 
(following) words of Sa’adi^: (couplet) Both you and 


r. Tlib latter portion of the letter is quoted -by the author of 
‘Ma’asiri Alamgiri,* in which the author quotes the whole letter, esp,, 
the last part, word for word. 

st» Asad Khan’s son# 

3. This verse also is quoted by the author of * Mu’asiri AIum|:;iri.’ 
u Cf,Let.XLV. 
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I are servants of the same master; both of us are servants 
in the court of the king (consequently one officer should 
not pocket another’s insult) It is very strange. Sa’ad 
AllAh Khdn^ used to say, “ The (Persian) letters ‘ alif ’ 
and ‘ nun ’ in the word ‘ divan ’ (secretary or minister) 
resemble the pen and the inkstand (respectively) (i.e., the 
last letters ‘ alif ’ | and ‘ nun ’ of the word ‘ divdn ’ 
shew that the ‘ divjtn ’ has got a pen and an inkstand 
before him as the signs of his post)”. (But) the ‘ divdn’ 
who has not got angelic qualities is either a demon with 
pen and inkstand before him or a brute or a picture devoid 
of intelligence. '* Henceforth you should be careful. And 
with your confidence you should regard the servants of 
the royal court your equals; and you should not leave 
observance unobserved you should possess the 

discriminative power). 


LETTER CLV. 

To-day (my) grandson Muhammad Azim'*- requested 
(me) to annex the district of Lashakarpur® to the ‘ jftghir ’ 
of Prince A’azam. You should ask him, “With what hope 
have you cherished this well-wishing in mind ? Had this 


a. Cf. Lot. XXVI and XXXIV. 

3a These arc the worth of Awntngzebc# He says if a * divan* is not ‘ 
j»ood and honest) he is cither a demon or a brute or a lifeless picture • 
Acc^rdinu to him the word * divan* is made op of two words—* div* 
(a demon) and * dn’ (symbolical for the pen and the inkstand)# Tims the 
* divan’, if not jjood and honest, has got two qualities— the quality of a 
demon and of a writer^ While according to Sa’ad Allah Khan, the * divan* 
has got only one quality, namely, that of a writer. Here is an indirect 
remark against Asad Khan* 

X# Cf. Let# LXXXVIL 

3. A town and district in Bengal. There is another to^vn and district 
bearing the same name in Code near Lucknow. In the * Ain-i-Akbari’ this 
Oude La&hakarpur is given only as Lashakar. 



request been suggested to you by A’azam, there would 
have been no harm. Otherwise you should not make such 
requests ; because they do not augment sincerity of heart 
but increase pride and self-conceit." The Almighty God is 
an agent for us ; and I call upon Him. He should have 
mercy upon us and He may make us enter His shadow. 


1699. LETTER CLVI. 

You must have heard the news of the death of 
Mfikhalis Khdn^. I was pleased with his noble and virtu- 
ous qualities and his versatile genius. May God be pleased 
with him. This world where death is rampant has many 
calamities and its toys are perishable. Where are the wise 
heart and the seeing eyes ? (t.e,, wise men are to die in this 
world). A person indirectly complained before me, “ This 
man M^khalis Khiln) does not consider any other man 
better than himself." I replied, “ He does not find any 
other man better than himself 


X. Son of Saf Shikan Khan and grandson o£ Kawam-ud-Din Khan* 
After the death of his father he waa made superintendent of the artillery. In 
xd95 ho was made • Tan Bafchaahi* (personal paymaster), lie died in 1699* 
After his death Ruh Allah Khan the Second became * Bakhashi** Cf. Let# 
CXIV. Mttkhalis Khan^as well versed in the art of prose and poetry* 
Jlis poetry is full of advice. He is known for his *Gha«als/ one of which 
is quoted in * Ma’asiri Alamgiri** 
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LeujiS /Hldrc' lo 
GMzi-tacl-Din Klmii Bahadlar Firtz Jang^. 

LETTER CLVIP. 

(My) sincere Khiiii Firxiz Jang, I desired to come 
myself to see this loyal friend Firtiz Jang who was 
ill at the time ); but with what face and how cant see 
you ? Consequently I have sent Sa’adat Khdn^ on my own 
behalf to see my eye ( i.e., my dear Khan ) and to represent 
to you what is concealed In my heart* Grapes are the only 
new fruits obtainable here. But the Greek physicians con- 


I. Son of Kilich Khan Sadr-us-Sadur (cf. Let. XLVIII) and father 
of the famous Nizam-uUMulk Asaf Jah, the founder of the present Nizam 
royal family of the Boccan. Ifis original name was Shahdb-ad-jDin, He 
came from Samarcand to Delhi in 1668. He was honoured by Aurungzebe 
with the title of *Ghazi-ud-Din’ (the Champion of the Faith) for his 
military exploits against the Ranee of Udepur. 168^. For his services in 
the Konkan and for capturing the foit of Rahui he was given the title of 
‘Firuz Jang’ (Victorious in Battle). He took part in the siege of Golconda 
and of Jjijupur, After the conquest of Bijapur he was given the title of 
*Far/and«i-Arjamund* (Dear Son). In 1688 he was made governor of the 
Deccan. He took part in the Deccan War. He was sent against Santdji 
Gorpary, whose Lead he presented to the emperor. He suffered severely 
from the effects of the climate, and eventually lost the use of both his eyes. 
1698. In 1705 he defeated Temeah Siudhia into Malwa, and for this 
service he received the title of ‘Sipdli Sdlar’ (Commander of the Army) 
and was appointed govcinor of Beiar. In 1710 he was appointed governor 
of Ahmedabad by Bahadur Shalq and died in 1711 at Ahmcdabad. ‘He 
died as he had lived icspected and esteemed by all who knew his 
concillatiug disposition.’ Kliafi Khan says about him *u man born to 
victory, and a disciplinarian who always prevailed over his enemy.* 

3. Perhaps this letter refei to an accident that occurred to the 

eye of the Khan in 1698, Cf. nolo I, supra. 

3. Alias Muhammad Murad Khano/iid Khan, a reporter o{ the 
Deccan and ‘diviin’ of the army of Khan Jehan linhadnr in the Deccan, 
lid was Aurunjpwbe’s agent at the court of Abnl Hasan of Ciolconda, 
Aurung/cbo was offended with him for his dishonesty and deprived him of 
his title after the conquest of Golcondn. i688, Itut aftenvards he was 
pardoned, He died in 1698. He was the son of Mwrshid KulU Khan, 
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sider them injurious for the health of the noble, sinc*j v .«au 
learned Khan. Therefore I myself do not take i 

the Holy God wishes we will eat grapes together 'dtu I ho 
immediate recovery of your health. (Verse) *'^^>000. 
how pleasant is this my desire (of getting recovery) 1 ^ 

Thou fulfil this desire 


1703. LETTER CLVIIL 

Sincere Khan Firiiz Jang, the separation of your army 
cannot be helped. Send your son^ into my august presence 
to be favoured with gifts and allowances. Then he will 
return to my loyal friend ( i.c., you ). ( Verse ) ‘‘ Beware ! 
when you do not know the divine secrets, do not be dis- 
appointed. Plays and tricks ( of fortune ) are concealed 
behind the curtain. Do not be grieved/^ (J.e., a person like 
the Khdn should not be disappoijited at his misfortune ; 
because after a time good luck will succeed misfortune ). 
( Verse ) What burnt the heart with anxiety was the fear 
of separation. Any how we must put up with this separa- 
tion on account of the faithlessness of the sky ( Similarly 
the Khdn should put up with the separation of his army for 
which he was in great anxiety ). 

m 


LETTER CLIX. 

Sincere Khan Firux Jang, may God be praised. There 
is no difference of heart between us ( we love one an- 
other even from a great distance ). ( Couplet ) If you arc 
in Yaman^ and at the same time with me ( f.c., with my 
heart ), you are near me. But if you are near me and at 


I. Ciim Kilich KIuu, alias Nmm-ul-Malk Abuf Jalx. €!• Let, XCVL 
X. C*!, Let# ii/L 
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the same time without me ( i.c., without my heart ), you 
are in Yaman,” (/.<?., if you are at a distant place like Yaman 
from me and yet if you love me at that place, you seem to 
be near me ; but if you are near me and yet do not love me, 
you seem to be far away from me at Yaman)* (Simi- 
larly though Aurungzebe was far away from the Khan, on 
account of his love for him he imagined himself to be near 
him)* You must have been probably informed of the 
affairs of the whole day so that the physical union might be 
kept up* I have not seen Inayat Allah Khan* His place 
is vacant ( Verse ) “ The rose is rose wherever it grows 
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Letters addressed iij 
Zul Fikdr Khaa Bahadiir Nasrat 
LETTER CLX. 

Sincere Nasral Jang, first this country (Le., the Deccan) 
was governed by the Delhi kings. The powerful Balulraani- 
kings usurped It from the possession of the Afghan kings of 
Delhi. Having found them addicted to sensual pleasures and 
engaged in low worldly ahnirs, we (i.c., the Mogul emperors) 
took advantage of It and acc[uired the throne and the 


I, Son of A*?acl Khan, son-in-law of Sli.iyasta Khan anJ of Abuf 
Hasan of Golcond.i, the best of all Aiirun£»'/.ebc*\ genctafs, born in 1657* 
lu& on’j^inal name henif; Muhammad IsnicM. fn 307S he was honouicd 
with the titlii of Altchad Khan and inarriecl the danc;hter of Sha\asta 
IChrm. In c6()0 the title of Xul Fikar Kh.m l^iahadui n.is confened ore 
Iiim by Aunni^f/che lor caplinmfj Kaigaih and imprlsoaunsf \asoo Bai, 
SaniMiaji’s wido'iv, rmd hei sou Shivaji, afterwa ids known by the nainw 
ol Sliahu. In 1691 he was sent against Gmgi; but failed to take it chiefly 
throufili the rchlstancc of Santaji Gnvpnry; and was iccallcd by the empciof 
in He was sent there again fora second time m 1697 and svas 

jsuccessful in taking the fortress. 1698. He took Vdkinnadh by hUmn* 
In 1703 he waa niade Mir Bakhashi. After Aurungzobe’s death he 

took the Siide of Akizaiu and helped him against his brother Muaziatn* 
Bat he was pardoned and favoured by Muai'/am when he became ernpei or 
alter defeating and slaying A V/:am at Agia. He was mude viceroy of the 
Detcan by the new emperor Bahadur .Shah and was lionouied by him with 
the title of Auui'-rd-Umjjni. 1708. He wan also given the title ol Sams.iiu*- 
ad-U'iubih. In Jehandar Shah’s time he was made tninlsfei. After 
rehandar ShahV. murder he was treacherously pul to death by Farnkh 
Shiar. 1713. Cf. Let. XVI. >Cul b’ikar Klian was a king maker. Xr.idat 
Khan calls him Sea ter, nay creator of emporois.” Grant Duff calls him 

corrupt ambitious man’; but ‘an active commander*’ 

;s. The Bahamani kingdouT was founded in the Deccan by Alaiidin 
Husain Bahamani Cangu lu the roign of Muhammad Taghikh in 13^7* 
It was named so by Alaudin In gratitude to the Brahman master whom ha 
had i^crved before he became king. After a century and a half, kc., »n. 
:«536, tins kingdom was split up into five different indepetident hiaU^% 
Ahamadnagar, Hodar, i'^emr, Golconda, and Bijupurj^ whiwU MUrw«.rd» 
conquered by th« m anotlwt*, 

20 



canopy for an (/.c., n^e founded our Delhi iLmpirc), The .' 
reccivc<l llic reward ol their actions from llie revenue! u! 
leaders,*' i.c., the Tahiimnni kinejs trcatci! their mastor<?. 
(the Af'^han kin;£^s of Delhi) badly and iinfaithfulU , they 
themselves, in return, were treated so 4)v their servants^ 
Shiva(ji)4 and others also treated them ha(ll^\ (Couplet) 
Take advantage when the kiiycfdoin is in your hands; 
because the kinj^dom passes from ^ ue band to another 
(f.r., take possession ( f the Deccan; h *< a use it has passed 
from one ruler to ni t: ..u'r) * 

.tv 'v.LXi. 

Why Should a fertile land be given to an ungrateful 
^kiifir-i-harabi’ Why should we be negligent in 


3. This reftTs to the iPtcrncdnc r/ai amonj^st the different nahmiaui 
Ivinas of ilu* Deccan and the cause of their own rmn at the liartb of 
the Mo£;nb‘ 

4* Theoroal Mnndei ol the IMahratt i Kmpirc, second son ol Sh/diji 
In^Jiji n.n, bom in iru; and dud in ibHo. Uu was descended fiom (he 
Kin/ks of Olntor .ntd belonijcd lo the i Ih on sle family. A( Inst he oaf eied 
the MTvue oi the Dijiipur laii^^donu Ho he'^sin Hie us a pliimlcier like 
Hauler of IMysoie, The most iinpoitant of HhivajiV lih* was the ex)X*difion 
inlo the Karnalu. He s*m.icsstally resisted the Mo''>uls by IiIh j^ueiilla 
tactics and balllcd them. The imirder of Af^nl Khan, the IJijapnr ^enemlt 
ir> a stain on his (duiracter. The rcleience in the book is to his 
tonnfani svarsw-ith Ihjnpat and GoUonda and h'^ sviestinj: many of the 
ioUicsscs from the hands of the IHjapur king. He was wcU versed in the 
art of taktuif iorti esses, Kliafi Khan calls him ‘asluip son ol the devil, 
the father of fraud.* Aoain he udis him * the most notorious of all the 
lebok. The Khan often calls Shivaji by had names and epithets, ,s«rh 
?/ oi'i/^ni,’ * a vagabond,’ and so on* But he s.iys that 

Shivaji protected women and thildrcn and had a threat respect for the 
Koran# ^ Hcrmcr calls him * the Holy Shivaji ’ beettuse he respected the 
Ji.ibitation of the Reverend Tathei; Ainbrose diirinj> his plliap^e of Surat* 
Aunin^aebo called him *{j ^rcdi ciiptam’ and *a mountain lat#^ 

3.^ iw/a/c/ who is deserved by the Molicmadans to be fou^^ht with 
and mined, (Opposite) * kafir* i-zu in meld, an inlidc! who pavs a tax to 
the Mohenmdaws fot Hyinij miatfr their protcctioui lib xtiaaft 
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l yjr^C’ *• >ilt WOiLS li ^ 1 

^Mtlh'Hii any ovicici^t ohjc^clioa.'* i irive ''VC iv *; ' . 

theiov*ai(ioi fhc ciuando (ria^aaiot Llio . du; 

'S.di'ihaiu’".'' Uavc wc zioL ^-pt powei ol 
ii-iia^donis and of ijiiprisonim; rebels? 


LETTER CLXIL 

Rhiln iMasrat Jan<?^, Rao lJulip* senl his other iiiibordi- 
nates except MMltilat Klmn- to prince A'^azaiu in order to 
rcipiesl liiui that as the woil: was heavy, there would be no 
iuirm if it was reduced. All ri^ht. Many ol ihc suboidi- 
3ialcs of the K/io arc in common cause witli the shameless 
RiiiUia^* They do not understand that they make them- 


Z. Two book'’. <jut of •il'x uhotit the Moheuia-cUin traditions. They ate 
.mlhontativc wind wiittoii by i\ri»slcm and Both In ni the sei oud eeuiury ol 
the Mohcuiwuhm era. The wonl lit. lacans ' two t»*ue’ (bouhs), Tt is a j;ene- 
rwi) beheC amonj.* the MulictnadwUis that those who h^hl a^^.-iiust mlldcls wuxd 
aic I illed in bwitth; are reWwiidcd with Mruiis’ (faities) in paiadisc, 

I lere ts a htither iuslancc of Auran*^. che’s fauwitieisuu Ch Let, CXTV, 

wa.i;cd his wars In the Deccan for reU;rion’s Sw-ike. Uc 
peisti-uled the Uindus foi leb'^iou and not tliiou;;h tuielty. With the 
V wi,eptie!i ui tlu‘ e'veiulions uf IXira and of Swamhhaji In. w.is ,{;eneraUv lind. 

1, Allas Dalpat Kwio Ihindehl, son of SubhhwUan Luiuleh'i v ho was a 
p^ieui lluuhnhicf and ‘.enei.il «if Ainunti/alxs U.to Duhp w.is a lllndit 
< hlef who M‘i\ed imdiT Afli iun4/elx‘ <1 > ‘»eueial hhc his father, lie wms pre- 
sent .it tlu: siej^o of <iir.,!:fi (ib(>i TfK>S) aiul helped \wisiaf Janci* 

al‘,0 pu'Stnl wit the siej*o of Valani^adh, 1706. lie look pait in the Deccan 
War. Ik WHS killed by a laonon shot in the battle between AV.aiu .aiul 
i\lna/./ain. i7<>7' ^f* XCVfl, 

2 , Multilwit Kh.ui Khawafi- He look an rutive part m the su j;e ol 

(lohoudwi where foi the d'r.pliyof biavery he was hououicd with the 

thkof jMuUiUt Rh/uu He found out the date ol the uunjuesl of 

CokuiwU which is as follows: ‘ hateh-i killeli4-GokoiuU inukhak bad’ 
^may the coiujuesl ol ( lolcouda Ije auspicious), Alleiwaids In was j.‘tveu 
the Idle ol Amh Rluu. HL odgiual name wufa Alir Abdul Ivanm, Ch L»'t, 
CLXXIX. 

3, Ch LcU QMV, 



sdves the butts for the arrow of destruction in the nPki 
life. (Couplet) ‘'Wheat grows horn wheat; and barley, 
from barley (ic., as yoa sow so shall you reap). Don’t be 
iminiridful of the reward of (yoiii) action (Verse) “ Oh ! 
Morning breeze, kindly lell this beautiful dee»* that it has 
caused us to wander on mountains and in jungles May 
the end be safety. 


x7oa. Letter clxiil 

My sincere Nasrat Jang, (our) whole energy was 
devoted to the conquest of the Deccan which was the most 
important woik. Thank God that we have accomplished 
the work (of conquering the Deccan) L But the expenses 
incurred in this meritorious journey (of the Deccan) are 
defrayed from the treasury of the Northern India* We are 
still in debt. I have heard that in the Karniitic^ large and 


r. /t was AitriTnjfzohcs’s early and lavoarite sdicmc of the 

whole Deccan to the empire. 

Really lliis cotupicst of llie Deccan was only partial and 

temporary, because Saiubluip, Sluvji’s sott, was taptured and 

pul to a horrible death, uml Shahu, Shivaji’s p.uidsuii, was imprison- 
ed by the Mojpds at Dollii, the Mahruttas were not subdued. "i*bey ctmtinuod 
lu harass thijMo£.;ul rumy atul made them exhaust their strcufjth ahd vi<nnu. 
l^ooi AuninsjKcbc, who had come to the Dewcai]^ with a t;reat aimy to 
subdue the Abhialla';, nevei letnrncd to Ins capital buf died at Ahmnd- 
nagar without acconiplishnify his work. No doubt he conquered the Baha- 
toumi kingdoms ol Gokoncla and Cijapur. But he commit led a threat 
political blunder in £ onquennu these (wo bfolieuicului kin^^donis which 
would have been a great check to the rising Maharatta power. 

3. A province in the Madras Rresidency. h'irsi must of it belonged 
to the Bijapur Ciovernment* Shahji, Shiva|iks father, had his ‘jaglurn’ 
there. SlAvaji had occupied nio>i( of ihe Karnatic, Hclore ShiVa|i it was 
diyided betwti«#xA Bijapur and Gohondii <»overum£mls and was calhnl 
Bijnpur Karnade and Unidcrabnd Karaatic. Taitjor was Its capilaK 
The Moguls IksL entered the Karaatic i« ib-SR under htnhammati Saddiclr* 
After tiu* fid I ol Bijupur und OokonvU of the Karnatic Ukea 
by Aurung/,ebc» 
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oiH ti'casurc‘' .irc liiJclen and buried under tbe ground. 
The ‘ Zaiuindar of Bijilpur of an unknown origin has 
usurped the kingdom of the Karnutic by force. The grand- 
son of Shivilji is the father of the hellish Shm'iji (/.c., the 
grandson is worse than even the grandfather). Evidently 
his kingdom (i.c., the Karniitic) is not strong. Its revenue 
is said to have been estimated by the late Mashd Khan 
at seventy or eighty lacs of ‘ huns Why don't yon take 
possession of this kingdom (of the Kannkic) ? You should 

inquire from jour own deputy, who must be Dilad Kh^n”, 

about the couditiou of this kingdom and about the plan of 
taking it. Why arc you careless and negligent about this*'-? 


LETTER CLXIV. 

My Khiln Nasrat Jang, government servants do not 
pay any attention to honest people ; because from begin- 
ning to end these honcst.men have no regard and respect 
for the government officials. The oppressors are not afraid 


3. “Xiimiiulur, iloiived from ‘ zamin’, the word sisnUyinj; lands, is. tlie 
nreinicLor ol .i tract of land given in inheritance by the kins* or the nabob, 
anil who stipulates iho revenue which he is to pay for the poace.ihlo 
'possession of it. Such Xamindarsiirenot noiv to be freciiicntly met with ; 
bill the title eierywheio: it ib Uauhfcrred to all the little buperlntcudents 
rir ollicers under iho faujiar”. 

The Ziniindar was the same as the Pollygar of ihe Coroiaandal Coar.t. 

,j, A fjold coin current in the iJeccan at that time. 

5. Ihiiid Khiin I’anui; in 170a was appointed deputy to Nar.raf Janfj 
and ‘faujd.lr’ of Ivirnatic Ihiapur, In 1704 he was appointed deputy to 
Klim Ikikhsha who was jvovernor of llidiTab.id. In 17°*^ h*-' 
the tiiejre of Vakini'aJha. Of. Let. CXXXV. _ 

“The second in command 10 Zul Fikar Klian in this armv was (iCiOf) 

Dnnd Khan I’anui, a Dceciiu ofliecr ol some repute, but noloiioubly addicted 
to drittklnj!'”. 

.6. This lelier reveals, Aurungzobo’b pecuniary einbarra'-aineuto durinn 
the kiwr purl ol hi» L>«Mau, War, 



ol cjvnig (money) to and taking (k) from honest men (ic.^ 
the oppressive govermnent servants bribe and fleece the 
honest) ; t.c., it will require no miserliness to give water 
to others from the ocean. Their wicked actions arc 
contrary to my order. I do not know what punishment 
will be inflicted upon me on the day of judgment and wliat 
hardships will befall the subjects^. (Verse) “ The thought 
of Saturday embitters the Friday of the boys-. The 
pleasure of to-day without the anxiety of to-morrow is 
enjoyable (i.c,, suJiicient unto the day is the evil tiiercijf)”. 
Any how the men of power should always fear honest men 
and should every moment say, * O God ! save me and 
protect me (from sins) 


t. Cl Let. XXXV and XL. 

U. In T^crsia I he iicliool boys their holiday on h'ridjiy in.tuid of 
on Sunday as. here Oiilhisday tliev ihmh about ihc lollowiiif* Saturday 
on whu h they aic^to lo tiuhooi Consetpieully they t.iunof eujov 

ihcii Friday luppil} on iKeouiU of tkeir abuul tiu. suuivduif; 

S'llurday* 
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Letters addressed to 

Mirzti Sadr*-rid-Diu Muhammad Kbin Safavi^ 
Second Paj^master* 

LETTER CLXV. 

Mirzii Pa3miaster, Iklialas Kcesh-i-PunJabP has been 
raised to the post of ‘ Du-Sad-o-Punjahi” \ You should 
make an entry of this into the record of titles. 


LET'niR CLXVI. 

Mirzti Pa3miaslcr, Muhammad Ebrahlra^ the bashful 
courtier, has been raised to a higlu honour, f.c., to the 
post of *Seh“Hazilri \ two hundred and five hundred 


K llo was honourcvl with the title of ‘Khiiii’ and appointed ‘fanjdar’ 
ot R/imkai in 1083. fn 1701 he was appointed jLiovernor of Kh/tndesh. In 
i7oj]ie%vas honoured w-ith the title of *Mh/a.’ After iho death of Unh 
AUuh Kluiii II he vvufa appointed aecoud payaiastcJ (bahhaslu). 170). Cf. 

Let. xcn. 

“fie (l)ivdn) therciore comprehends in his j>crsun the ofhecs of prime 
minister, loid clumeellou and secietiuy of state, without piesuminjv to 
ailvise, judffe, or issue ordeis, hat according to the aviO of his master, or 
toihe iullucnce, which he has over it. tinder the ‘Divan’ is an olfiLer 
called the * Rahhaslu,’ who is the psiy master of the troops, and the dlshmser 
of all the public cA‘pensc‘S of the gavernmenl. This must be a post ot 
great advantage. The ‘BakhasUi’ has under him an ‘Amaldar,’ who is 
the oveisecr and inanagci of all the occcasions of estpense* 

3. A Hindu of the tribe of Khatri of Luhoic. He actved end 
Atirung/a‘b« who conferred on him the title of lldialas Khan, fie wa*. 
well versed in Itoian. In the lime of 'Tan.Ui Whinr he Avas nilscd to 
the rank ol 7000. He Avrotc the history of that empeior (Ranikh Shiar) 
and called it ‘JOladsbah Niimelu* 

3, A commsiuder havi»u hmulmi mi soldiers under lum* 
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followers, a title of Khani’, and a present of two 

thousand rupees, at the request of the According 

to (my) ordei', 3’oii should write him a letter comnumicaling 
these favours. He who acts virtuously and piously is 
rewarded by God. 

1. Zaih-iin-Nisa, tlic favourite daughter of Aiirungi«be. Cf, Let,. 
LXXH and LXXIIT. 
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Letter addressed to 


A’akel Khln^ 

Fort-kccpcr and Governor 
ul the Capital of Shah jehan Abad-, 

1663. LETTER CLXVIL 

I read the petition of that old servant the 

Klnin). You have expressed the desire of retiring from the 
service and of tendering resignation of your post. When I 
have protected you under my service, which is the object 
of divine glory and favour, do you think that you will get 
a better post anywhere else than here? In case of you 
insist, your petition will be certainly accepted and your 
request (for resignation) wilLbe complied with; and a sum 
of one thousand rupees per month, amounting to twelve 
thousand per year, will be assigned to you. 


1, A^akcl Khan-i-Kliafi, author of ‘Vakcat-I-Aiam<;irl’. In 1659 he 
Was* governor of Shah Jehan Abad. In 1663 he resigned his goveinorbhip* 
Tlic author of ‘Ma’asiri Alamgiri’ says that thereafter he was granted Ks# 1000 
per > car and not per month. In 1665 he was made superintendent of the 
‘Ghosal Khanch\ Afterwards he was sent to Lahore, In 1679 he joined 
the service of Prince Muazzam, In lOHo he was made second *bakhashid lie 
diedi in X696* He was a jipotUnalured man. Cf. Let. CXLVflL 

a, Tim new city erected by Shah Jehuu near the old Delhi where he 
removed his court from Agra on account of excessive heat. Thus it was the 
new capital of Shah Jclian and Auruwg^ebc* 
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Letter addressed to 
Hamid--ud-Dln Khan Bahadur L 
LETTER CLXVIIL 

Hatnid should know that a lew days ago prince A^a^^aiu 
uttered these words before me: There arc my three 

bitter enemies — Hamid-'tid-Din Khan, Amir Khan-, and 
Mlina’am Khan^”. I replied, “ Amir Khan is a good- 
natured man; he is the enemy of none. It is proper that 
Hamid is also not an enemy* The nature of Mtma" am 
Khan is unknown to this oppressive and ignorant man (he., 
Aurungzebe himself)”. Bid you ever consider why you are 
indifferent to your own condition and to death which is 
nearer to man than the strip of his shoe and the pulse of his 
neck (he., death comes unexpectedly ) ? Woe I woe ! 
Alas! alas! (Couplet) “Sometimes I am left behind my 
hand, heart, and foot (he., sometimes I become helpless). O 
life ! you are passing away soon; I fear that I will be 
left behind you (he., f will die soon)”. If you think it 
right 1 will recommend you to prince A’azam. li you 
quarrel with each other 1 will reconcile you both; so that 
you may not be dishonest in serving this mortal creature 
(i.e., Aurungxebe). Whatever you think write it to me or 
inform me of it. 


I. Uc look part iu llit* various ol Sattara (1699), Tarnaloli (1700), 
Khelna (1703), and Torna (170 j). Once Annin|'/cbc ordered him to separalc 
Hadu, an evil companion of Kiai Baklisha, lioiu the priucc. The Klhin 
was wounded by the piiuco, but in the cud lie succeeded hi impribonlng 
Hadu and thus separating .him from tlic prince. 1697. Cf. Let. OXXVi. 
Aurmij;/.ebe eulrusted* him with his last v/ill for dividin;^ Ids kingdom 
amongst hi.s son.s. 1707. hi this will Auriiug/.cbe said, **Let Hamid" 
nd*X)in Khan, who is faithful uitd trusty, convey my corpse to the place 
of irihaU Xen-ud-Uin and erect a tomb over it iu the same maimer as is 
done for dervlses’L Cf. Let. CXXXll. 

31 . CL Let. XVIJ. 

5. CL Let. VIL 



163 


Letters addressed to 

Inavat Allah Khan'** 

LETTER CLXIX-\ 

Yesterday when Abul Vahr" was present a simple 
dervish came there and asked for something for his family. 
I said, ‘‘What has the dervish to do with (worldly) 
desires ? He should he free from the desires of this world 
and should have nothing with him (he., be poor in worldly 
things)’\ People cry, ‘A dervish, a dervish"*’; but they do 
not know who is a dervish and what is his business, 
(Verse) “ The world is a mirror of imagination and the 
people thereof are the worshippers of this mirror. People 
imitate passions and say, ‘ It is for God O God ! 
awaken us from the sleep of negligence. Amen ! 
amen ! amen ! 


I, Son of H/iftzeli Mariam, tutorcs*? to princess Kaib-un-Nlsa Begum, 
Aurungz-ebe’s daughter. By his mother’-^, influence he was raised by degrees 
to the rank of 3500- Cf. Let. LVI. lie was made * fanjdAr* of Xiareily and 
tlien collector of Ajmere. Afterwards he was made finance minister. In 
t*]ot he was appointed minister to prince Bidiir Bakhta. Tn he was 

made Aurungzebe’s private secretary. Khali Khan calh him * the best of 
minislcrs’. The author of * Ma’asiri Alamgiri’ was his secretary. He calls 
his master * dastur* (minister) and * special disciple of Aurungzebe’. Inayat 
Allah Khan was the authier of * Ahakam-i-Alamglri*, and compiler of the 
* KaUmiU-i*Talyabat% Aurangzebe’s Letters (* Ruka'at-i-Alamgiri,) which 
ate translated here. Cf. Introd. He died in 1736. Cf. Let. CXVI, LXXI 
nnd CLXXXL 

3. CL Let XCITandCVn. 

3. Cf. LeL CVI. 

4. Bernier gives a very line and interest in^j^' description of the *Faklrs% 
especially the Hindu oneS| called the Oogis.’ Uc describes their various 
frantic practices. 
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t 699 . letter CLXX. 

Hidiyat Keesh^ and Ikhalas Andeesh boast much of 
their being converted into Islam. (But) their boasting is 
unnecessary. The former boasts In my presence while 
the latter displays a bad disposition before prince A’azam. 
You should make them understand (not to behave In this 
way). (Verse) 0 Nakhashaby^ ! get up and put up 
with time; otherwise you will be a butt for the world 
(i.e., you will be ruined in the world). The wise men of 
the world say, ‘ Wisdom consists in putting up with 
time’ May God make you listen with your ears and 
see with your eyes. May peace be upon men of discretion 
and of virtue. You may have heard the details of the 
conduct of these two ungrateful wretches towards the 
prince. What can be done ? There is no remedy for one^s 
affairs. I gave orders according to the requests of these 
ungrateful wretches. (But now) I issued an order to 
imprison them. It was not known that these Irreligious 
persons would become so very impudent as to represent 
untruth to the prince and to attribute untrue things to this 
auspicious person (f.e., Aurungzebe himself). Very well. 
A friend and friendship must be constant. If the High God 
wishes I will look to their cases. 

According to (my) order you should write a letter to 
prince A’azam and send it soon to him with laar Ali Beg:* 
In order to shew partiality to the most stupid Afazal, 


X, Shelkli IHdayat Kcesb, a reporter. Every political and financml 
matter of India "was reported to him. He found out the verse oqihe conquest 
of Bijapur: Sadd-USikandar gcraft” (the wall of Alexander ^ was 
conquered). x 6 S 61 After the conquest of Vakin|fadH he was entitled Had! 
Khan. 1706, Ills Hindu name was Bholandtli and ho was the son of 
ChhatarmaL He was converted to Islam in iCkjH, 

3. The nom 4 e*phime of a Persian jioet. - 

3. Cf, Let. CXYIf* 
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you have not di'imlssed the tyrant, Hasan Beg of Chakleh 
Kfinl. The inhabitants of this place lament constantly, 
strike their heads against the* ground (t.e., bewail) and say, 
(verse) ‘If you will not give us justice, there is the day of 
judgment for our justice’. The last remedy is of branding, 
1.C,, this Chakleh will be deprived of your ‘ji'ighir’ and you 
will have no recompense for that*. The earth is firm and 
the sky is far away. The trustworthy agent (or the trustee) 
said to the secretary ( mr the minister ) before the land- 
lord and the subjects, ‘ It is easy to be a secretary but it is 
difficult to be a trustee*. In some of the districts your 
army get money by oppressing the people. You should 
select God-fearing and virtuous men, look carefully into 
their character, and appoint them ( in the places at present 
filled by the tyrants), so that both you and I will be free 
from responsibility on the day of judgment. Officers should 
not be the relatives and brothers of a minister and reporters 
should not be the sons of a ‘ faujdilr ’ and of a trustee 


LETTER CLXXI.i 

You should say to Hiddyat Alldh’ , Zarrin Raquam®, 
to write in good hand the (following ) qilatrain in the 
letter to be sent to^ prince Muhammad Kjlm Bakhsha^. 
(Ouatrain) “ With my own two hands have I set fire to my 
own harvest. Why should I complain of my enemy ? No 
one is my enemy., I myself am my own enemy. Woe to 
myself, to my hand, and to my skirt ! ” 


4, a Let. XIV. 

I> llakhasht d a dUcSpIe of Shfijd’st Khan of Ahmedabad. 
a. Lit. ‘a man of gMttt hand«<riHng,^ It was the title of Hldayat 
Allah. 

3. Cf. Leb LXXIU. 
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LETTER CLXXIL 

Mir]aLil-lad-DinL who has resigned the service of 
prince A’aijam, is evidently the nephew of Himmat Khan 
who was my paymaster. The Mir is a born Salyad of a 
noble parentage and of a good disposition. You should 
enquire into the cause of his resignation. 


LETTER CLXXIir. 

The letter of Mti'atemad Khan'* Is not a revelation 
that It should be acted according to per force and that 
order should be disturbed. Any how, when he is tired of 
himself and has resigned, you should write him to come to 
Akbanibad and to take charge of the ® divjini ^ thereof. 


1691. LETTER CLXXIV. 

Asad Khan and his son have written to me, ‘‘ The 
prince ( f.e., Kiltn Bakhsha ) is ready to fight against us 
with the support of the infidel Ranui and desires to enter 
the fortress ( U., Jinji )L But . on account of the caution 
of the royal army, the accursed Ram^i could not come out 
of the fortress and receive the prince in. This is the reason 
of the delay in taking the fortress/’ According to (my) 
order you should write them to keep a watch over the 
prince and to take the fortress. You should write a strong 
letter and entrust it to laar Ali Beg^^ who will send it to 
them by rapid stages. It should not be that the prince 


X. Ci Lci. LX VI. 


j, CL Let. XXXIL 
I. Cf. Ut CXIV, 


3. Cf. cr.xx. 
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joins the enemy ( i.c., Rama. ) and foils our efforts like the 
late prince"% f Verse) a country where boys are 

rulers, the claims of a hundred years^ services become as 
playthings to them ( f.c., when boys become rulers, they do 
not pay any regard to long services and thus upset the 
plans of the king ) 

' Having heard about the great wealth of India Sharif-i- 
Mecca^, for taking an advantage for himself, sends me 
every year an envoy (for receiving money from me ). This 
sum of money which I sent ( with the envoy to the Sharif ) 
is for the needy. We should take care whether the money 
is distributed among the poor or is wasted by the Sharif* 
On your own behalf you should write to the great and rich 
merchants of the auspicious harbour of Surat*^ that this sum 
of money will be sent through them to the needy of the two 
holy and auspicious cities ( i.e., Mecca and Medina ) if they 
guarantee its safety. Any how religious charity practised 
by government should not be known to the public* My 
object is to please the holy souls of the prophets, the Glo- 
rious and Sublime God and His companion ( /.c., Mahomet )* 
May the good will and peace of God be upon him(f.c., 
Mahomet ) and upon his family. If this is also impossible, 
why should it ( f.c., money ) not be distributed among the 


3, jMuIiuuimad SultMi lUhadur. ('f. Let, X('I. Ur Auruui^* 

/(.bc was of his olher son Allur, who was at that tune 

living.’ Ill IVrsia, and whom he ihou^ht to be dead iit the lime, Ch Let. XC\ « 

A elnef ol the town of Meu a- -the biithpliKo of the piophet 
Mahomet— appointed lo watch over the pH.'^iims for their safety. Dmiuj* 
the palmy days of the Mo<iul Empire India was \crv rich; but now it ia 
a poor Country. 

5. .V welbknuwn city and poit in Uujaial hoiu which Wohemadaii 
pil|;riins embaiked lor Mecca (as they now 'do Irom liomhiiy), during the 
time of the Moguls. Of. Let. CXXV. There tuo uuiuy inleipretiitious 
about the oiigm ot the name MuruU Some say that it has been named 
alter a Judi Lid), called ‘Suiaj’ or ‘SurUi.’ It was kno^Yn us * the Gate ol 
the Ihlgdnmgc’ ox Oiab-tiLMeccd.’ 



pour oi this country ( /.c,, India )i Because the manilesta- 
lion of the Holy God is reflected in every place ( f.c,, God 
is omnipresent). Wc arc nearer to God than even to the 
pulse of our neck.® 


6. The Ulter portiou of the lei ter shewb that Aurung/.cbe wa!> a Very 
xcligious man, Of, Let, CVI and CXXX* 
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Letters addressed to 
Abad Khau’ . 

LETTER CLXXV. 

You should write, nay address in a respectable way as 
in Si petition, to the heir-apparent, Muhammad Muazzain 
Shah Bahadur, that the post of the faujdarship of Jalalabad- 
had been managed well by Sheikh Karim Ullah. His father 
was a soldier and also a civil servant. I am not fully 
informed of his condition. You should write what his 
post is. * 

1 have heard from outside that the agent of the ‘ Subi- 
dar ’ who is a landlord in the province of Kashmere^ comes 
for a long time into the * divani ’ court about the case of 
the revenue of a ' jaghir ' which the ‘ Subidar ’ wants to 


I. Cl. Let. .XCn. 

$, A town la tkc North ol India; to bo distingulbhed kom another 
town of ihc same namoi in Afglianislan. 

3* *Tlic Terrestrial Paradise of the Indies.’ 

“The histories of the ancient kings of Kashmcio maintain that the 
whole of this country was in former times one vast lake, and that an outlet 
for the waters was opened by a certain *plr,’ or aged saint, named Kacheb, 

who miraculously cut the moj^ntain of Barehmooleh Kashmere, however, 

is no longer a lake, but a beautiful country, divemhed with a great many 

hillocks ..The whole kingdom wears the appearance of a fertile and 

highly cultivated garden The people of Kashmcrc are ^proverbial for 

Ihcit clear completions and fine forms.. ....The women especially are very 

handsome. But it left no doubt on my mind that there are as handsome 

laces in Kashmcrc as in any part of Kurope*” Bernier. 

Bernier was greatly charmed with this country which he called * the 
mistrcbs of the kingdoms of the earth.’ The rose and its essential oil or 
•attar’ of Kashmerc are well known in the East. Kashmerc is known for 
its shawls* It is celebrated for *its romantic beauties, for the fertility of 
the soil and for the temperature of its atmosphere.* Kashmere was 
conquered by Akbar and was made by Jehangir his residence during tho 
fummer months* At present Kashmere is under a native ruler# 

n 
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receive from a Kashmiri officer. The judge of the court, 
through partiality to the irreligious Kashmiri officer, does 
not compel him to give the rightful revenue to the ‘ Subi- 
dar In this case it is allowable if the ignorant bring an 
excuse for their ignorance and foolishness. May God 
forgive them. Yet why should the wise bring forth an 
ex^se? Often have I said with a loud voice and agajn I 
say, “ In giving the rightful man his due and in crushing 
the oppression of the tyrants, I do not shew partiality even 
to aToI my sons ; then how can I be partial to others*?” 

TKe Atiiir should be satisfied with putting on the gold 
turban presented to him only oil the auspicious Sunday**. 
He should not make another turban. 


LETTER CLXXVI. 

You should write to my dear son BahadiSr, * T his 
world passed away, and the next one came near (i.c., the 
world will bo destroyed and the day of judgment is near). 
The things which will be left behind us (after our death) as 
a memory and which will be useful to us (in the next 
world) are good and charitable deeds’. You should know 
that you have to depart from this world and therefore do 
charitable deeds (by taking advantage of your present life). 
That man is wise who takes advantage of the present time 
which is between the past and the future, practises as soon 


4. Throughout these letters wc liavc often seen that Auruugisebc tv-«> 
%cvy particular in renUeriug due justice to his subject}! and lummvmg 
lyranlsi froin their places^ Cf» Let# CXXXIl* 

' 5, Here AurungKcbe seems to have followed Ahbar’s religious systmti 

of observing Sunday as a holiday which system he borrowed front the 
. Christiaws. 

CL LcU LXXVUL 


1 * 
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as he can good and virtuous acts, and considers the present 
and the future as the past (t.c., takes advantage of the 
present time and does not lose any opportunity). (Verse) 
‘ O Sa’adi ■ ! you give daily advice to every one, but you 
yourself do not act uplo it (Le., nor is it Homer nods, but 
we that dream).’ ” 


LETTER CLXXVIP. . 

I sent my sincere and devoted servant (i.e,, Asad Khan) 
to the house-' of prince BahddiSr. By giving a warning to 
the father (/.c., Asad Khdn) and the son (ue., Zul Fiksir 
Khan), I augmented the honour of the prince. Evidently 
he became proud and selLconceited and lost his (royal) 
dignity. May God forgive him. It is proper on his part 
that he should tender a personal apology, go to the house 
of Nasrat Jang”, beg the Khdn’s pardon*, and consider him- 
self a subordinate of his father. The taste of ‘kdneh kuch- 
cha” should not be forgotten. (Verses) “Do you know what 
is manliness ? Do you know who is a brave man ? A brave 
man Is he who puts up with his enemies and associates with 
his friends”. 


2. A great fersian poei, antlior of the ‘6ul-i»Stan’ and the *Bu.Statk' 
Cf. Let. XI.V. Here Auo^ngzebe appears to be a great moralist as in 
many other letters. 

I. Tliis letter is in continuation of the previous one. It is not quite 
clear, the ideas being rather confused. 

3 . The word in the text for ‘house’ is ‘didreh* or ‘ dahernn,’ an 
Indiiin word, which also means a ‘lent’ or an ‘ idol temple.’ 

■j. /.r., Znl Fikdr Khan, Asad Khan’s son. Cf. I.«t. CLX. 

4. It is strange why the prince should tender an apology to an officer. 
I’erhaps he had done the officer some wrong for which Aurnngzebe asked 
him to beg his pardon. 

5. A kind of raw or unripe food. IHudustani ‘khlineU’ or ‘fctin*h,’ 
food and ‘kucheha,’ unripe (oppo. of ‘pucefi’). It also means a kind of » 
vegetable in (he Cashinit’i dialect. 
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LETTER CLXXVIII. 

You should make a petition to prince A’azam. The 
prince has interceded for the fault of A’atibar KhdnL Sai- • 
yad Sa’ad Allilh Dervish'-* has written to the prince to 
practise great patience. You should write to the prince 
the two ( following ) fine and charming hemistichs sung 
by Abdtl Kddir Bedil-’ which are applicable to this case : 

( verse ) “Fear the sighs of the oppressed; because at the 
time of their praj^er acceptance comes to receive them from 
the court of God (i.e., the sighs of the oppressed are heard 
and responded to by God)”. 


T, Tie was fort-keeper of Akbarabatl in 1665, 
a* Cf* Let. CXXV* 

3, Cf. Let. XCVIIL 
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Letters addressed to 


Abdul Kilsim Khan. 

The Khiln was distinguished with the title of Multifat 
Khdn. (€/. Let. CLXII). After the death of Amir Khiin, 
Ije received the title of Atnir Khiin, He was the head of 
the body guards of His Majesty (/.e,, Aurungzebe). He 
knew the most holy nature of Aurungzebe and made fine 
remarks appropriate to the time and occasion before the 
emperor. 


LETTER CLXXIX. 

Yon should write to Muhammad A'azam Shdh, “ I 
(i.e., Aurungzebe) am pleased with your honesty and intelli- 
gence. How long will the poor Xiihedeh Biinu remain in 
misery and affliction ? She has a claim on you and me. 
To deprive her of this right becomes the cause of displeasure 
to God. Don’t you know to what an extent the overflow- 
ing bounty of the forgiving Creator forgives the crimes of 
many sinners and of men of bad actions ? For God’s sake 
and my sake remove from the bosom the old (feeling of) 
revenge and the remembrance of the former quarrel. You 
should shew favour to this old lady who has no other rela- 
tive except you. i^er grandsons (esp. Badhi5) saw an evil 
day as a punishment of their actions. We have to leave 
the world; consequently we must put up with every man. 
(Verse) ‘Tell who is the man In the world who has not 
committed sins (i.e., every man in the world commits sins)'. 
I remember the rare words uttered by Miyan Abdtll Latif^ — 
may his holy toi^b be sanctified-, ‘To give countenance 
to an ungodly person and to deprive a rightful man of his 
right are the worst crimes’. The Creator of real effects 


Cf. Let. XXir. 
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(i.c., God) produced an effect upon the tongue of this sinner, 
full of sins Anrnngzebe). What more can be written 
than this^ 


LETTER CLXXX. 

According to (my) order, whenever Sar Faniz Khan 
Abdrd Latif Khan^ comes to salute ‘the best of the king- 
dom’ and ‘pivot of state affairs' having raised his hand 
after the salutation he should follow the Khan, when he 
rides on a horse. If the Khan rides in a ‘prilkee’®, Sar 
Faraz is free from other ceremonials after saluting the Khdn. 
If the Khan rides on an elephant, he should go after him. 
If the Khdn speaks, he should reply; otherwise, not. RAkdn- 
liH and other ‘Panj Hazaris’ should dismount and salute the 
Khan. Asad Kbln should give a betel to Rakanhu and say 
good bye to other ‘Panj Hazaris'. 


3. Of. Let. XXIV- 

r. Ht* took part In the Deccan War, In he was made head 
srroom. tJewas called Dnkhant. 

3. /,c., Asad Klinn. Cf. Let, XCfl. 

3. Valanquin or letter, an Indian word. The lui^Ejlish word ^palanquin' 
or *palnnkeen’ comes from this Indian word ‘paliilcee’ wliich is lurther 
derived from the f Imduslani woul ‘pnlan^^,’ n bed, or Sanskrit ‘paryanka,’ 
a bed# 

They (kfihdrs or palakce bearers) form a class of foot servants 
peculiar to India. Tliey carry heavy loads on their shouldm and 
travel tliron,£J;h moimtains and valleys. With Iheir <palakees,' *Mnghusans„ 
^chaudols,’ and ‘dolis,’ tiny walk so evenly, that the man inside If, not 
inconvenienced by any jolting. 1'hcie arc many in tins country; but the 
best came from the Deccan ami Ilcngal. At court, several thousands of 
them are kept. The pay of a head beau-r \aries from pp to 3^1 d,. Common 
bearers Jiel from 130 to rOo d..” . * Ain*i«Akbarh 
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The copy of a mandate issued by 
Prince A'azam to Afazal Khau. 

LETTER CLXXXIA 

Saiyad Kami! Khan- dind You should write Jo 
he agent (asking him) to inlorm the 

„ndirion of theillowers of d.e (late f " t\ ‘ afnt- 

Majesty(i.e., Anrungaebe). Innjat Allah Kh ’ 

cd with the good services of every oiheer. His Enh^^hte 
ed Majesty will appoint him whoin he ‘=°f * j 

thbmst ThereisLcdshmiriin this province whom I 
fan anoint and with whom Wyat Alldh ^ 

lemain of course bn paper and will ^5 

province wiU produce a kss revenu^ a ^jj^^Khdnto 

w - f 

plac* of one rupees Change! change. t\ 

Is a, constant change m everything). 
affairs require the conditions of the fear o* 

of being punished by the kiDg._ A mimster 

trust sMh affairs to his relatives and friends. Mir Ta^a 
must be in Launi*. I have not appointed those, as govern- 
Tut servants, who have faith in ^e Mir's actmn, and who 
possess ‘jiighirsi for oppressing the people and exacting 
money from them. ^ ^ 


Tins last IclterAvah not wntlcn by Auruag^ebe.* but was wrilten or, , 
rallicr issued by prinue A’azain to Afaaal Khiin, 

nf tl'ili* Khan. Ho was .honoured with the tilld o( KUaU m 

^ IvaaldU'Ud-D'Ullr ' iXe WS 

1677. His original name was Kamamti-uiu. ,v 

aflSijap^. , - , 

,3. kiet:'c;pllCaiid CXVI. 
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